Campaigners have welcomed the Special Educational Needs and Disability 


Act (SENDA) as a cornerstone of disability rights legislation. 


But some warned that parts of 
the act, which received Royal 
Assent in May, could be inter- 
preted as “get-out clauses” to 
avoid letting disabled students 
into mainstream schools. 

_ The SENDA plugs a gap left 
by the 1995 Disability Discrimi- 
nation Act, which did not cover 
upils in schools, colleges or 
iniversities. It has been hailed 
by Disability Rights Commis- 
sion chairman Bert Massie as 
fan historic piece of legislation 
with the potential to make 
a huge difference to disabled 

eople’s lives.” 

Its effects will be far- 
aching because it strengthens 
isabled children’s rights to 

go to mainstream schools and 
colleges, increasing their 
employment prospects through 
better qualifications. 

The SENDA places new 

duties on schools, colleges and 


universities to make “reasonable 
adjustments” to ensure dis- 
abled students are not put at a 
“substantial disadvantage.” 
It also says they should not 
treat students less favourably 
because of their disability. 

Local education authorities 
will be required to plan to 
improve access to buildings and 
the curriculum, and the inspec- 
tion body OFSTED will now 
have powers to look at access. 

Parent Jane Parkinson had 
to fight to get her son Alex, ten, 
who has cerebral palsy, into a 
mainstream school. She said 
the act would have helped him 
get a place more easily. 

But Richard Rieser of the 
charity Disability Equality in 
Education said the SENDA 
allowed schools to refuse to 
make reasonable adjustments 
on grounds of health and 
safety, cost or the interests of 


other pupils, or to maintain 
standards of excellence. 

“This could be interpreted in 
such a way as to make the act 
meaningless,” he said. 

The SENDA does not allow 
SEN and disability tribunals 
to award compensation to 
students who have been dis- 
criminated against. While this 
was welcomed by many groups 
because they feel schools might 
have preferred to pay out rather 
than make proper provision, 
others regard it is a failing. 

The SENDA is now law, but 

its provisions will come into 
place in stages, from September 
2001 to September 2005. 
e The Scottish Executive is con- 
sulting on its review of the 
Record of Needs system, similar 
to the SEN statementing process 
in England. Send comments to 
senforum@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
by 28 July. 


Cool: Maddy Bartlet was one of two disabled people to join a 


The 
campaigning 


newspaper 


that puts you in 
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Disabled Living Foundation (DLF) fundraising expedition to the 
Arctic Circle in April. DLF is organising a trip to China later this year. 
For more information, tel: 020 7432 8008, e-mail: active8@dlf.org.uk 


BaKare 2080 


fully profiling and height adjustable 


_ optional padded side rails 


Wwww.nursingbeds.co.uk 


01752 512222 


Info@bakare.co.uk 


DN has teamed up with the 
Disabled Drivers’ Association 
and the Disabled Drivers’ 
Motor Club to launch a 
parking campaign tackling 
abuse of orange badges and 
parking bays. 

For details, see motoring 
supplement, p3. 


Help the Aged merger 
Help the Aged and medical 
research charity Research Into 
Aging merged in May. 

The merger will increase 
funding for research, as Help 
the Aged will fundraise specifi- 
cally for projects which study 
how the body ages. 


Lib Dem pledge 

The Liberal Democrat mani- 
festo pledges to extend winter 
fuel payments to severely 
disabled people under 60. 
See Election 2001, p14-16. 
e 148 MPs now back 
Commons motion 147 calling 
for winter fuel payments to 
be extended. Keep lobbying 
your prospective MP. 


The Aldersley 


Carrying capacity 
50 Stones? 


Carrying capacity 
35 Stones? 


Carrying capacity 
25 Stones? 


Carrying capacity 
3 Stones? 


Please send details of the Aldersley Excel Range 


Our British made powerchairs, with 
variable suspension for comfort, are 
built specially to suit the individual 
(tiny or large) and customised to 
his/her needs. Detachable backs, etc. if 
required to enable easy transportation. 


UK mainland supply only 


Aldersley Battery Chairs Limited 
New Cross Street, Wednesbury, West Mids WS10 7ST 


Tel: 0121 568 8999 


Fax: 0121 568 8868 


now youreable.com to motor 


Visit www.youreable.com for information and advice on disability. 
MOTORING ¢ WORK ¢ MONEY ¢ EQUIPMENT ¢ TRAVEL 
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Up, up and away: Jessica Fahmi (left), two, and Minty Hoya Miller, 


- eight, launched 50 balloons to celebrate the opening of the Advance 


( 


| Damien Vessey 


| Tel: 01454 642444 
| E-mail: dnsubs@cisubs.co.uk 


rehabilitation centre for children with brain damage in May. They 
were assisted by the centre’s director Linda Scotson. Tel: 01342 311137. 


Di Nol Footie fans 
rrustorearrscore — || SI@|/N@C 


Disabled football supporters 
are often unable to see games 
properly, and struggle to get 
into grounds and facilities, an 
audit of 114 football grounds 
has found. 

Alan Milner, chair of the 
National Association of 
Disabled Supporters, said the 
main issues were wheelchair 
users not being able to see 
because of other fans standing 
in front of them, and a lack of 
accessible formats for informa- 
tion such as programmes and 
club websites. 
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superb home to suit your 


INNOVATION AND 


For innovative design which incorporates stylish interiors with 
practical comforts, The Aveling, No 19 at Abbey Gardens is the 
ideal choice. Designed to meet Part M (Mobility) standards, 
there is scope for you to further adapt the specification of this 
particular 
incorporating a stair lift for example, or fitting a bespoke kitchen 
and sanitary ware. Complete with allocated parking space, and 
a wealth of elegant internal features, The Aveling offers stylish 
accommodation, designed to work for you. 

For further information, contact Crest Nicholson Monday to 
Friday, from 10am to 5pm, on 01932 700500. 


Shopmobility 


is still rolling 


A national charity giving vital 
help to schemes providing 
mobility scooters in town 
centres has been saved. 

But there is growing evi- 
dence of a funding crisis among 
disability charities, despite 
National Lottery plans to help 
them keep going. 

The National Federation of 
Shopmobility UK (NFSUK) is 
to come under the wing of the 
newly merged Enham Trust and 
campaigning charity RADAR. 

The NFSUK had run out of 
core funding to pay for its 
premises or a director to run it. 

The revitalised charity will 
be able to provide information, 
seminars and conferences and a 
regular directory of schemes. 


Meanwhile, the Community 
Fund, formerly the National 
Lottery Charities Board, is 
investigating whether it can 
give core funding for the ongo- 
ing running costs of charities, 
not just for new projects. 
Charity leaders have demanded 
action on this (DN, May). 

But the Restricted Growth 
Association is the latest disabil- 
ity charity to issue a plea for 
help following difficulties in 
finding core funding. It only has 
enough money to keep going in 
its present form for 18 months. 

Tony North, a trustee, said: 
“If we don’t get some more 
money in the kitty we will dis- 
integrate and have to rely on 
voluntary work.” 


Stroke research lacks cash 


Research into stroke treatment 
gets up to 50 times less money 
than studies into heart disease 
and cancer, a study has shown. 
In the study The High 
Cost of Not Funding Stroke 
Research*, funded by the Stroke 
Association, Dr Peter Rothwell 
said stroke charities were only 
able to give research funding of 
£2.5m in 1998/99. The British 


Heart Foundation gave £43m, 
and, between them, the Imperial 
Cancer Research Fund and 
Cancer Research Campaign 
spent over £120m. 

Dr Rothwell said: “Unless 
funding for stroke is increased 
considerably, it is very unlikely 
we will be able to develop and 
test new treatments.” 
*www.thelancet.com 
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“No-one should even 
consider buying a mobility 
product until they 
have read this remarkably 
revealing report and have 
compared our prices” 


You could end up saving 
hundreds of pounds with this 
Brand New Pricewatch 
PriceGuide from Mobility 
Matters, a group of independent 
showroom based distributors. 


Incredibly, prices vary 
substantially depending on 
where and how you buy and 


Call the 24 hour request line 
now on 08705 134130 

or write to 

Mobility Matters, 

Dept DN0601, Freepost 


ARE YOU ABOUT TO PAY FAR T00 
MUCH FOR A SCOOTER, POWERCHAIR, 

STAIRLIFT, BATHLIFT, RISER ARMCHAIR, 
BED OR OTHER MOBILITY PRODUCT ? 


NHO0170, Kettering, NN14 6BR. 
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Mobility 
Products 


alarmingly, you could end up 
paying £100’s more for exactly 
the same product. Don’t make 
the mistake of paying way over 
the odds unnecessarily. The new 
PriceGuide explains what to 
look out for and provides you 
with realistic price ranges so you 
are less likely to get caught out. 
It’s free and it’s invaluable. You 
will be sent a copy from your 
closest distributor along with 
our popular advisory booklet for 
scooters and powerchairs which 
gives you the important 
questions to ask before 
committing yourself. Before you 
choose, read and learn. 
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Church access plan 


A campaign to make churches 
accessible to disabled people 
was launched at the National 
Christian Resources Exhibition 
in May. 

The campaign, Churches for 
All, will give information to 
churches on practical things 


they can do, and provide a 


good practice guide and a poli- 


cy statement that churches can 
use to declare their commit- 
ment to the scheme. 

Lord (David) Alton of 
Liverpool, who is backing the 
campaign, said: “Weéras <a 
church have a responsibility to 
ensure that our buildings are 
fully equipped to meet disabled 
people’s needs.” 


The campaign was wel- 
comed by the Shaftesbury 
Society, a disability charity 
which has a Christian ethos. 

Chief executive Fran Beckett 
said: “It’s important that all 
churches are proactive in 
enabling disabled people to 
express their faith and feel wel- 
come in the Christian family.” 


Hi Jinx: Bernard Wallis’ dos 
Jinx won Companion Dog o 
the Year at the Willing anc 
Giving Awards in May. Jinx 
who was trained by Canin 
Partners for Independence, help: 
with jobs including shopping. 


Hearing aid 
Services 


neglected, 
Says charity 


The Government has neglectec 
hearing aid services in favour of 
more emotive health issues, 4 


“Viva” 
Full body 


charity has said. 

Hearing Concern’s claim 
comes amid revelations by the 
Royal National Institute for Dealt 
People (RNID) that waiting 
times have risen by 25 per cent 
for hearing aids and 30 per cent 
for hearing tests in two years. 

It casts a shadow on recent 
government claims that waiting 


240 VOLT MACHINES FOR LOWER 
AN D U PPER BO DY TH ERAPY. lists have reduced. 
UNI =i ACK CONTROL ENSURES SAFE ANI Hearing Concern said audi- 


pes BAP Sk ae yr ck nie ology funding was “peanuts.” 

TRU hein ees hk eee aaa Director Frederick de Beet 
said: “It’s an invisible disability 
and it doesn’t get people up in 
arms. It’s not a priority for the 
Government, yet billions of 
pounds are spent on the NHS§ 


Can also be used as active trainer using your own muscle power. 
Handset operates at variable speeds and resistance to encourage 
progress and provides bio-feedback with a digital display. 


‘or MS anc 


extensivel dwide for every year.” 
Lg Sn oe tome CES ERa Ton a Lx era The RNID report Audiology 
ng) epee eae ear in Crisis* found some audiolo- 
“Pico” Lower SUITABLE FOR gy departments stop giving 


body model e multiple sclerosis e ‘stroke’ patients BRUM Se 
through the year because 


* paralysis (paraplegia and ¢ non-inflammatory illness of 


I Se | money has run out. The waiting 
tetraplegia) the peripheral nerves cue 


list can be up to two years. 


C € ® spastic and rheumatic illnesses pole ouatny) | The charity said its survey of 
e blood circulation disorders * insufficient physical exercise | | 111 audiology departments 

(prophylaxis of thrombosis) ° oedemas revealed “neglect and crippling 

¢ Parkinson's disease * osteoporosis budget constraints.” Six per 


cent admitted they would have 


e muscular dystrophy e stiffness of the joints 


Bete to reduce the number of aids 
issued by more than 20 per cent 
this financial year. 

e A British Medical Associa- 
tion survey** of over 100 GPs 
found a six-year wait for some 


hip replacements in Cardiff, 


SOLE UK IMPORTER 


while in Nottingham people 
needing the ear, nose and throat 
department waited 18 months 
to get on the waiting list. 
*Free, tel: O808 808 0123, mini- 
com: OS08 808 9000. 


} 


CONTACT US FOR A BROCHURE: MEDIMOTION Ltd, PENCADER, CARMARTHENSHIRE. SA39 9AZ. 
TEL: 01559 384 097 « FAX: 01559 384 814 ¢ E-mail: medimotion@hotmail.com 


**www.bma.org.uk 
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Transport trouble Pr 


A disabled couple are furious at 
the treatment they received 
while disembarking from a 
P&O Portsmouth ferry. 
Pauline and Vincent 
Murphy, of Blackpool, had 
taken a trip to Spain in April. 
But Mrs Murphy, 58, claimed 
flooring on the vehicle deck was 
hazardous for her husband, 59, 
» who has a fused spine. 
On their return journey they 
said they had to leave their cabin 
at 4.30pm and wait for help 
without seating for nearly two 
hours, followed by a further wait 
by the vehicle deck, where lug- 
gage was passed over their heads. 
After missing their trains they 
got home at 4.30am the next day, 


Mrs Murphy said: “I would 
never travel with them again.” 

A spokesman for P&O 
Portsmouth told DN the com- 
pany had no record of a request 
for assistance at the time of 
booking, and part of the delay 
was caused by the Murphys ini- 
tially refusing help. The ship 
had good facilities for disabled 
passengers, she added. 
e The airline BMI British 
Midland has confirmed that 
passengers travelling in econo- 
my class on short-haul flights 
cannot get diabetic meals, after 
it told a diabetic woman she 
would have to upgrade to busi- 
ness class if she wanted this on 
a flight to Rome. 


Pro-life campaigners have chal- 
lenged the Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) to con- 
demn abortion laws. 

The anti-abortion group Life 
first asked the DRC to look into 
the 1967 Abortion Act in July 
last year and is angry at the 
time it has taken to respond. 

The law says that it is legal 
to abort a foetus on the 
grounds of severe disability, and 
allows termination of disabled 
foetuses at any time during a 
pregnancy. Non-disabled foe- 
tuses cannot be terminated 
more than 24 weeks into the 
pregnancy. 

Jack Scarisbrick, chairman 


of Life, said: “Either they make 
a laughing stock of themselves 
by saying killing disabled chil- 
dren is not discriminatory or 
they have to challenge the 
sacred cow of abortionism.” 

A DRC spokeswoman said 
the issue is not part of its 
main strategic plan, but it is 
finalising a consultation with 
disability groups and will 
report in the summer. 

“We taken Life’s 
request very seriously,” she 
added. 

Sheila Blair, acting chair of 
the British Council of Disabled 
People, said the time limit for 
aborting disabled foetuses 


have 


should be the same as that for 
others. She accused doctors of 
pressurising parents into opting 
for abortions. 

The controversy comes just 
weeks after the Government 
announced plans to offer pre- 
natal screening for Down’s syn- 
drome to all women. 

A spokesperson for the 
Down’s Syndrome Association 
said parents must get appropri- 
ate information, and attitudes 
of medical staff must be chal- 
lenged. 

Meanwhile, the Government 
is also set to offer screening for 
hearing loss and cystic fibrosis 
for all newborn babies. 


= 


Ahoy there: Alan Townsend skippers 


ia 


KAYE GARBETT 


the Shropshire Lad, one of two canal boats acquired by the 


Lyneal Trust which provides canal boat trips and self-catering holidays in Shropshire for disabled 
people and their families. For more information, tel: 01743 252728, website: www.lyneal-trust.org.uk 


Simple methods 
involve users in 
own Alzheimers 
care decisions 


Pictures, word cards and 
objects along with brief conver- 
sations and observation can 
help staff ask people with 
Alzheimer’s disease what they 
want from care 
pioneering research has found. 

A report* by Kate Allan, 
a research fellow of the 
University of  Stirling’s 
Dementia Services Develop- 
ment Centre, called for greater 
commitment from services to 
use such techniques. The report 
was carried out for the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation. 

Ms Allan said: “Staff need 
support both in generating 
ideas and having the necessary 
time to carry out the work.” 
“Exploring Ways for Staff to 
Involve People with Dementia 
in Developing Services, free 
summary at www.jrforg.uk 


services, 


Capital guide 
A new guide, London For 
Everyone, has been launched 
by pupils at Queen Elizabeth’s 
Boys’ School, Barnet, giving 
access information for wheel- 
chair users in the capital. 
Aimed at young people, the 
guide was compiled with advice 
from the Spinal Injuries 
Association, and covers attrac- 
tions such as bars and museums. 
LO miele OV09 200 af 532, 
www.london-for-everyone.com 


Exercise helps 

The mental health charity 
Mind is calling on more 
doctors to use their power to 
prescribe exercise, after a 
survey found that over 50 per 
cent of people with mental 
health problems use exercise to 
lift depression or anxiety. 

The charity has also pub- 
lished a booklet, The Mind 
Guide to Physical Activity.* 

*£1 plus a 40p A4 SAE, tel: 020 
8221 9666. 


Bank boost 

The Government has ann- 
ounced an agreement with the 
major high-street banks for a 
Universal Banking Service to 
be available over post office 
counters. 

The service will give seven 
million new people access to 
bank accounts, and allow bene- 
fit recipients to continue col- 
lecting their money in cash 
from their local post office 
after all benefits are paid into 
bank accounts from 2003. 


Mental health scheme 


Projects which provide acces- 
sible education, supported 
employment and good housing 
for people with severe mental 
health problems are to be pro- 
moted by a new scheme run by 
the Sainsbury Centre for 
Mental Health. 

The Citizenship 
Community Programme, a 
partnership with the NHS 
Executive, aims to ensure that 
mental health services work 
with community organisations 
to promote social inclusion. 
www.sainsburycentre.org.uk 


and 


Uni staff fear 
discrimination 


University teachers are afraid 
to tell colleges about their 
disability, a union has said. 

The Association of University 
Teachers (AUT) has highlighted 
a discrepancy between Higher 
Education Statistics Agency 
(HESA) figures, which claim just 
1,060 academic staff are dis- 
abled, and Government data, 
which show around 15,000 dis- 
abled people teach in universities. 

The AUT blamed the discrep- 
ancy on poor data collection, 
and a fear of discrimination 
among disabled staff. 

HESA said a new data col- 
lection system would be in 
place by September 2002. 


Website 
decision 


The World Intellectual Property 
Organisation (WIPO) has 
ordered disability campaigner 
Paul Darke to disband a website 
which was hostile to the charity 
Leonard Cheshire. It said one of 
his claims, that the site was art, 
was “far-fetched.” 

The website, www.leonard- 
cheshire.com, claimed the char- 
ity institutionalised disabled 
people. 

Leonard Cheshire asked 
WIPO to arbitrate in a dispute 
over the site name. The charity 
will now use it for the Friends of 
Leonard Cheshire organisation. 


Help the Aged 


Please send me details. 
For my household 


For a relative 


Name 


The latest stairlifts 
from Stannah offer 
the quietest ride 
ever. Test-drive 
one and hear the 
difference. 


Choose 
a Stannah 


Stairlift. 


The quieter type. 


e New and reconditioned 
e Straight or curved staircases 
e Full guarantee e Fast, clean installation 


FREEPHONE 


O800 715 124 EXT. 1416 


www.stannah.co.uk/stairlifts 


Help the Aged is a registered charity no. 272786 


Address 


Stannah 


Stairlifts 


Postcode Tel. 


Stannah Stairlifts, Dept 1416, FREEPOST SA344, Andover, Hants SPIO 3BR. 


Trust Stannah to make things easier. 
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Cannabis drug hope 


Clinical trials 


of cannabis 
extracts have 
entered their 
final stage, 
after initial 
results showed 
the drug reduces pain and other 
problems. A medicine could be 
available in 2003. 

The third and final phase of 
trials by GW Pharmaceuticals 
began in May, involving hun- 
dreds of disabled people, 
including DN readers. 

The trials are being coor- 
dinated from Oxford, with 
centres in Reading, Amersham 
and Northampton. 


Tests use a liquid which is 
sprayed under the tongue. 

GW Pharmaceuticals said 
the first two phases had shown 
significant reductions in pain, 
muscle spasm and bladder 
problems, and improved nerve 
function. 

After the third phase of trials 
has been carried out, the firm 
can apply for a product licence 
approval. If this is granted, the 
Government has said it is 
willing to amend the Misuse 
of Drugs Act 1971 to make 
a cannabis-based medicine 
available on prescription. 

Meanwhile, the first 20 
people taking part in trials at 


Derriford Hospital, funded by 
the Medical Research Council, 
have finished their initial 15 
weeks, and will continue for 
a year. The second 15-week 
phase involving 24 people has 
just begun. 

The trials are being extended 

to 38 centres across the country 
within six months, starting in 
London, Cardiff, Leeds and 
Taunton. 
e The US Supreme Court has 
ruled that there are no circum- 
stances when medical use of 
cannabis is justified. 

The ruling still allows the 
use of synthetic alternatives to 
the drug. 


Sinai survival: Rev Michael Shaw, executive director of disability 


charity John Grooms, joined 17 people in a 7,497-foot climb of 
Mount Sinai to raise funds in April. wiww.johngrooms.org.uk 


Correction 

The basic disability premium 
increased by 35 pence to £22.60 
for single people and by 50 
pence to £32.25 for couples 
in April, not as stated in 
DN, May. The new enhanced 
disability premium was intro- 
duced at a level substantially 


higher than planned (£11.05 for 
single people and children, and 
£16 for couples). 


Poll probe 

The British Council of Disabled 
People is calling on disabled 
people to fill in a survey form 
about access at their polling 
station for the general election 
on 7 June. 

See also p16. Tel: 01332 295551, 
minicom: 01332 295580. 


Accessible 


Tenerife 


Adapted apartments & studios 
with wheel-in showers 
3 swimming pools — 1 heated to 90f. 
Pool hoist & water jet massage 
Gymnasium & lava treatment 
Therapy centre 
Accessible airport transfers & excursions 
Summer & winter availability. 
We arrange everything inc. flights 
Best prices! 


Tel: (01452) 740820 
www.marysol.co.uk 


Travelability Ltd. - Retail Agents for ATOL Holders flights. TTA R8042 
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Whizz-Kidz 
lands cash for 
new scheme 


Disabled children’s mobility 
charity Whizz-Kidz has been 
given government money to 
pilot a national training scheme 
for children using wheelchairs 
and tricycles. 

Thes£133,500-grantsover 
three years will be used by the 
charity to run the scheme, 
which is the first of its kind and 
will train youngsters ranging 
from the under-fives to 18-year- 
olds. 

Whizz-Kidz children’s ser- 
vices director, Ros Ham, said: 
“Whizz-Kidz and the NHS 
train children to use their 
mobility equipment to a 
very basic level. There is not 
enough time or expertise to 
benefit the increasing number 
of children who are using such 
equipment. 

“Developing this compre- 
hensive programme with other 
organisations will enable dis- 
abled children to reach their 
full potential.” 
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Diabetes driving rule changed 


A law banning insulin-depen- 
dent diabetics from driving 
vehicles weighing between 3.5 
and 7.) tonnes, has) been 
changed by the Driver and 
Vehicle Licensing Agency. 

The move helps James 


Golfer’s 


A disabled golfer has won a 
landmark discrimination case, 
atter=a golf) clubc said he 
couldn’t use his motorised 
buggy on the course. 

Vernon Roper, who has 
multiple sclerosis and finds 
walking long distances diffi- 
cult, was told by Singing Hills 
Golf Club in Albourne, West 
Sussex, that he could not use 
his buggy because it would 
ruin the turf. 

He claimed discrimination 
under the Disability Discrimi- 
nation Act, and a court decid- 
ed it would be reasonable for 
him to use the buggy in dry 
weather. The decision could 
help other disabled golfers. 

Mr Roper, who was helped 


The Accessible Cruise Co. 


WHY CHOOSE A CRUISE? 
European & worldwide itineraries from UK ports 
Accessible cabins with roll-in showers 
Accessible cabins with balconies available 
Accessible theatre, cinema, bars & restaurants 
Accessible shops & lounges 
Excellent cuisine and 24hr. cabin service 
West-end style entertainment 
Exciting shore visits 
Tempted? Then join those who have 
already discovered this wonderful 
(and accessible) way to holiday! 


Call the accessible cruise experts on (01452) 740820 
www.travelability.co.uk 


Travelability Ltd. - Retail Agents for ATOL Holders flights. TTA R8042 


Murray, of Kilmarnock, whe 
was barred from driving his 
council roadsweeper but not his 
car. He had to use a handcart 
to continue working. 

Drivers will now be individ- 
ually assessed. 


DDA win 


to bring his case by the Disabil- 
ity Rights Commission (DRC). 
said: “They thought I was an 
inconvenience, but there was a 
principle at stake. 

“My win has been a smal 
step in the right direction fos 
disabled people.” 

Bert Massie, chair of the 
DRC, said:“This is a victory 
for common sense. Mr Rope 
had been barred from playing 
his favourite sport because 
of his disability and 1 am 
extremely pleased the court 
has upheld his right to use the 
same facilities as everyone 
elses 
DRC helpline, tel: 08457 622633 
minicom: 08457 622644, fax 
08457 622611. 


An Accessible 
Business 
_ Opportunity 


We are looking for 
motivated people 
with an ambition to 
run their own 
business and who 
want to share in the 
success of a unique 
and exciting new 
venture. 


Investment capital 
of £3000+ required. 


For further details: 
Call Richard Thompson 
on 01452 740820 
or e-mail 
richard@travelability.co.uk 


} ANDREW MCDIRMID. 


Splash out: Oily Cart took its production of Waving to Ashcraig School, Glasgow, in April, where pupil 
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Yvonne (centre) took part in the interactive tour of the senses. The performance, designed for young 
people with profound and multiple disabilities and set in and around hydrotherapy pools, is going on a 
national tour until 26 July. For more details, tel: 020 8672 6329, e-mail: oilycart@globalnet.co.uk 


New textphone service 


‘A new service called TextDirect 
will enable textphone users to 
make calls direct from 4 July. 

TextDirect will connect 
phone calls directly, while alert- 
ing an operator to help relay 
the call. 

The £4m system does not 
cost extra to use, and for the 
first time will enable textphone 


users to dial 141 to withhold 
their number and 1471 to find 
out who the last person was to 
call them. 

The service is additional to 
Typetalk, which has to be 
accessed through an operator. 

With TextDirect, textphone 
users simply dial 18001 before 
the number they are calling, 


while hearing people calling a 
textphone dial 18002. Dialling 
18000 connects a textphone to 
the emergency services. 

The service, 
through any provider with no 
registration, is a collaboration 
between BT and the Royal 
National Institute for Deaf 
People. 


accessible 


Arthritis Care head 
The new chief executive of 
Arthritis Care will be William 
Butler, currently director of 
operations for the National 
Schizophrenia Fellowship. 

Mr Butler takes over from 
Richard Gutch on 16 July. 


Human rights guide 
An easy-to-understand guide to 
the Human Rights Act for 
elderly and disabled people has 
been published by Help The 
Aged. 

The guide* outlines key 
aspects of the Act, including the 
right not to be discriminated 
against and the right to life, 
and when the Act would apply. 
* The Human Rights Act: 
What Are the Implications for 
Older People?, £5.50, tel: 020 
7239 1943. 


Firm bins ‘freaks’ packaging 


A leading food company has 
agreed to destroy packaging 
from one of its breakfast cere- 
als after complaints that it was 
offensive to disabled people. 

Food giant Nestlé has agreed 
to trash all stocks of packaging 
which joked about “freaks of 
nature” producing Cinnamon 
Grahams cereals. The packag- 
ing quipped: “Sounds like a 
case of too much water on the 
brain.” 

Parent Gary Hambly, whose 
six-year-old daughter Katie 
Rose has hydrocephalus, com- 
monly known as water on the 
brain, was not satisfied with 
the company’s response to his 
complaint. 


He went to the Association 
for Spina Bifida and Hydro- 
cephalus (ASBAH), which also 
complained. 

A spokesman for Cereal 
Partners, which makes the 
Nestlé brand product, said it 
had destroyed the offending 
packaging in the factory and 
would tighten up its artwork 
approval system. 

“We now recognise that this 
particulam sitem= could) ibe 
considered insensitive,” he said. 

Mr Hambly told DN: “I’m 
glad they have changed it.” 

A spokesman for ASBAH 
said: “They have done the 
decent thing. Let’s hope they 
really do learn some lessons.” 


Send news stories to Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW, 
fax: 020 7619 7331, e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 
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The Government has given 
local authorities a licence 
to ignore people with some 
forms of autism when planning 
services, a charity has said. 

The National Autistic 
Society (NAS) claims the 
Government’s deliberate exclu- 
sion of some autism spectrum 
disorders from the new learn- 
ing disability white paper will 
provide “further excuse for 
authorities to exclude people 
with medium to higher func- 
tioning autism from their 
services.” 

It makes the claim in a new 
report Ignored or Ineligible?*, 
which surveyed over 450 
families of adults with autism 
or Asperger’s syndrome. 

The report also found that 
only 38 per cent of people with 


-t Autism anger 


autism had a community care 
assessment, and late diagnosis 
was also a major issue. 

Report co-author Virginia 
Harvey said: “Almost half of 
people with Asperger’s and 
nearly 20 per cent of the least 
able people, whom you would 
clearly recognise as being dis- 
abled, were not diagnosed until 
after 16. Without a diagnosis 
you can’t begin to assess a 
person’s needs.” 

The NAS is urging the 
Government to issue guidance 
to health and local authorities 
on identifying who is respon- 
sible for providing care, and 
allocating social workers to 
support people with autistic 
spectrum disorders. 

‘Free, tel: 020: 7903 3539, 
www.nas.org.uk 


Poet laureate Andrew Motion and Ian Duhig, winner of the 
National Poetry Competition two years running, are to judge the 
poetry competition organised by the Japan Broadcasting 
Corporation, DN and the National Disability Arts Forum. 

You still have time to enter — the deadline is 30 June. For details, 
see DN May or visit the website at www.disabilitynow.org.uk 
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Experience 
the amazing 
Balder Finesse 
soon. Models to 
sult all ages. 
Variety of 
seating systems 
fitted 


Call Today © 


01256 
767181 


Oaklands House, Sheldons Lane, 


Hook, RG27 9LH 
Fax: 01256 768887 


CAN YOUR POWERCHAIR 
” THIS 


: 
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8 News 


Hundreds of disabled children 
are excluded from mainstream 
schools because staff will not 
carry out simple health proce- 
dures like tube feeding, a charity 
has said. 

The new Mencap report 
Don’t Count Me Out*, based 
on interviews with around 100 
families, found some schools 
did not have anyone willing or 
trained to give medication. 
Parents had to be on call in case 
their child needed assistance. 

Mencap 
authorities to be legally obliged 


wants’ health 


to offer training and support to 
school staff, and for staff to 
have a duty to administer treat- 
ment to children. 

The charity also wants state- 
ments of special educational 
needs to include details of who 
is responsible for giving such 
care. 

Beverley Dawkins, co-author 
ofethesreporty aide Fhe 
Government should issue new 
guidance on training school 
staff and insuring them to carry 
out medical procedures. 

“None of these procedures 


Mainstream failure 


are things that only nurses can 
do or that need complex train- 
ing. They are things we expect 
parents to do.” 

Members of the National 
Association of Schoolmasters 
Union of Women Teachers said 
at their conference in April that 
they feared being sued or 
accused of abuse. 

But Ms Dawkins 
“They are right not to want to 
carry out procedures without 
training, but it is not unrea- 
sonable to ask them to do it.” 
*Bree, tel: 020 7696 5503. 


said: 


hg 
& 


Gee Ali: Middlesex University la 


Are you looking for an 
informative and fun day out for 
you, your family and friends? 


Disability Awareness 
Day 2001 


(an independent living exhibition with a difference) 


Sunday 22 July 
Walton Hall Gardens, Warrington (off A56) 


A huge tented village will house over 250 
exhibitors with information about support 
groups and services, equipment, transport, 

holidays, employment and much more. 
Supported by an extravaganza of sports, arts, 
childrens’ soft play area and a fun packed 
programme of family entertainment. 


All facilities fully accessible, wheelchair loans, 
trained signers and enablers, free park 
and ride. 


For further details contact the DAD helpline on 


01925 240852 
www.disabilityawarenessday.co.uk 


Organised by Warrington Disability 
Information Services 


w student Ali Amasyali received £50 


0 in April from the University’s 
chancellor, Lord Sheppard, for academic achievements. His dog Potter and friend Stanley Benson 
accompanied him. Ali lost his sight in an attack in Turkey and was granted asylum in Britain in 1999. 


Make life easier 


Don't forget — you can 
order a copy of 
Disability Now at your 
local supermarket. Why 
not pick it up when you 
do your shopping? 


CHRISTOPHER 05.06.96 


Christopher, aged 4, is a white child 
with blue eyes, short mid-brown_ hair 
and a rosy complexion. He is of average 
height and weight. He is a fun-loving 
active boy who loves music, playing 
football outdoors and being read to. He 
is affectionate, has a good appetite and 
sleeps well. He is toilet trained. He has 
attached well to his current carers. He is 
generally robust and in good health. 


Christopher has a learning disability but 
his vocabulary, social and educational 
skills continue to improve. Christopher 
attends a special needs school full-time. 


Christopher needs a white adoptive | or 
2 parent family who are committed to 
offer him stimulation and encouragement. 


He needs to be the youngest in the family. 


Subtitle law is 
disappointing 


Peers have criticised a new law 
on subtitling targets for failing 
deaf people’s needs. 

The Broadcasting (Sub- 
titling) Order 2001, which 
became law in May, demands 
digital terrestrial channels 
(DTC) subtitle 80 per cent of 
programmes by their tenth 
anniversary, an increase of 30 
per cent. 

The rules were broadly 
welcomed, but peers felt the 
targets were low. 

Baroness (Rosalie) Wilkins 
said: “It is disappointing that 
the Government is reluctant to 
ensure DTCs match the BBC’s 
voluntary target of 100 per cent.” 

She added that subtitling 
cost only £400 an hour. 


Schools 
get special 
needs cash 


The Government has ann- 
ounced £4m in funding for spe- 
cial projects aimed at helping 
disabled school children. 

The money will back the 
Small Programmes Fund, which 
allows voluntary groups and 
others to support children with 
special needs. 

One of the successful bid- 
ders for the money, Express 


Link Up, will broadcast 
science lessons to children in 
hospital. 


The cash will also be used 
to fund an informal scheme 
aimed at settling education 
disputes involving disabled 
children. 

And it will fund regional 
partnerships which bring 
together education, health and 
social services to coordinate 
special needs provision. 


Written contact with his birth family is envisaged. He is subject to a Care Order 


and a Freeing Order will be sought. 


If you are able to offer Christopher a permanent home with your family, 


please contact: 


Pamela Buckley, Bedfordshire Social Services, Houghton Lodge, Ampthill, MK45 
2TG, Tel: 01525 840543. 


News 


review 


DN rounds up 
news covered in 
the mainstream 
media over the 
last few weeks 


Insurance call 
The Human Genetics Com-_ 
mission called for a legally 
enforceable ban on the use of 
adverse genetic information 
by insurance companies in 
April despite a voluntary 
ban by the industry. The 
Government is considering 
the demand. 

e Health Secretary Alan 
Milburn has pledged £30m 
over five years for better NHS 
genetics services. This will 
allow the number of specialist 
NHS genetics consultants to 
double to 140. Two genetics 
laboratories will be set up to 
specialise in rare genetic dis- 
orders, and develop tests and 
treatments. There will be four 
“genetics knowledge parks” 
run by universities, hospitals 
and the private sector. 


Care home concern 
Research by analysts Laing 
and Buisson has shown that 
almost 10,000 care home’ 
places for elderly and disabled 
people were lost last year. 
While this meant a loss of. 
places in the independent sec- 
tor of just 1.6 per cent, the 
number of areas with acute 
shortages continues to rise in 
the south. 


Head jailed 

The former headmaster of a 
school for disabled children 
was jailed in April for 
punching and humiliating 
pupils. Geoffrey Lloyd, 56, 
the former head of Regent 
Special School in Tividale, 
West Midlands, was sent to 
prison for a year. 


MS concerns 

A survey by the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society has found 
that only 16 per cent of peo- 
ple with MS are satisified 
with the support they get 
from doctors when they are 
first diagnosed. Of the 
16,000 people who respond- 
ed to the survey, fewer than 
three in ten said they had 
been given advice on how to 
reduce the impact of their 
symptoms. 

e The MS Society is angry 
that the National Institute 
for Clinical Excellence is 
delaying its decision about 
whether the drug beta 
interferon should be widely 
available on the NHS. 
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Bike boost: deafblind charity Sense helped a dream come true for 


THE EXPRESS AND STAR 


Bethany Fanthom when they assisted over 100 leather-clad bikers to 


escort her from Stourbridge to Kidderminster in April. Seven-year- 


old Bethany has Usher syndrome. www .sense.org.uk 


Key worker call 


Special “key workers” are need- 

ed to fight for services for 
severely disabled children in the 
health, benefits, care and edu- 
cation systems, a conference 
has heard. 

The conference, organised by 
the Children’s Trust and the 
Community Practitioners and 
Health Visitors Association in 
April, said the idea of key work- 
ers had been around since the 
1970s, but it had been ignored in 
many parts of the country. 

At the moment parents are 
sent from “pillar to post” for 
information or services, the 
Children’s Trust said. 

Patricia ~Brady, 47, of 
Croydon, whose son Michael, 


15, has cerebral palsy, told DN 
she had had to rely on other 
parents for information. She 
recently faced a huge battle to 
get health or social services to 
provide care after Michael had 
a major spinal operation. 

“A key worker would have 
taken the pressure off so that I 
could concentrate on my son 
getting better rather than wor- 
rying about the next phone 
call,” she said. 

Andrew Ross, chief executive 
of the Children’s Trust, said: 
“For families faced with excep- 
tional difficulties and for chil- 
dren with exceptional needs it 
is high time that this idea 
becomes a universal reality.” 


A qualified designer who is also disabled will make all the difference 
to the design of your accessible kitchen 


Design Matters understands that access should not mean sacrificing 
choice, quality or value for money. The company provides a comprehensive 
design, supply and installation service to individuals, OTs and others with a 


responsibility for access. 


Adam Thomas, a wheelchair user since 1981, has 20 years professional 
experience of access issues. He designed both kitchens at the Disabled 


Living Foundation. 


Design Matters is a family run business with over 25 years design re 
experience. Its accessible showroom has easy parking and is located just off | | 
the M40 at junction 3/4. 
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... bringing you 


ACCESSIBLE DESIGN 


eit AND FOR DISABLED PEOPLE 
Aries House, Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath 


High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire HP10 9NB 


x Member 


Tel: 01628 531584 Website: www.dmkbb.co.uk 


The European Parliament 
has failed to take freedom 
of information provisions to 
their logical conclusion, 
says Richard Howitt 


oon after I was elected 
to the European Parlia- 
ment (EP) im 1994. | 
spoke at a European Blind 
Union conference on action 
to promote access, only to be 
confronted by the Danish 
representative with the fact 
that the EP’s own newspaper 
is not produced in large 
print, on tape or in Braille. 
It was a telling lesson. 
The EP has legislated to 
promote access for disabled 
users to telephone services 


industry itself. Self-regulators 
seem to have little inclination 
to work with disability organi- 
sations despite a specific 
European mandate. 

Those responsible for bring- 
ing forward interactive TV, for 
example, have effectively been 
prevented by advertisers from 
allowing flexibility to change to 
large-text format, to preserve 
the ads at all cost. 

Organisations like the Royal 
National Institute for the Blind 
(RNIB) have had some success, 
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The EU is prepared to pass resolutions against 
“info-exclusion” but not ensure that disabled 

people can read their documents’ 

Sa aE. Ee LY OEE ETT ES 


and in the design of computer 
terminals. 

European research money 
has helped develop new inde- 
pendent living technologies 
and voice-to-text systems for 
deaf people. 

But good policies haven’t 
always ensured good practice. 

One problem lies in 


he new Euroflex Compact electric wheelchair puts 


including a project on accessi- 
ble websites which will lead to 
European-agreed web accessi- 
bility guidelines by the end of 
the year. 

But I was reminded of my 
Danish experience when the EP 
voted on new freedom of infor- 
mation provisions in May. 

Amongst the heated debate 


you in charge wherever you want to go. Built on a 
firm chassis, and with a low ground to seat height, 
it is ideally suited in allowing you the freedom to 
get out and about, even over rough or uneven 
ground. Powered seat lift adjustment is standard, 
and a choice of seats with optional powered tilt, 
recline and footrest elevation ensure tailor made 
comfort. A compact base and front wheel drive 
will help you to manoeuvre in your home as well. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


between disclosure and con- 
fidentiality, open government 
and proper privacy, we tried 
to insert an amendment 
guaranteeing the production 
of any European document 
in an accessible format if 
required. Given all those new 
technologies European fund- 
ing had stimulated, this was 
hardly a difficult request. 

But European government 
representatives came back 
with the response that if 
alternative formats were not 
already available, there would 
be no obligation to provide 
them. 

So the European Union is 
prepared to pass resolutions 
“info-exclusion” but 
not ensure that disabled peo- 
ple can read their documents. 

And we will have to wait 


against 


until the next revision of the 
law before we can finally 
have freedom of information. 
Richard Howitt MEP is 
president of the European 
Parliament’s All-Party Dis- 
ability Group, www.richard 
howitt.labour.co.uk 


For full details of the Euroflex Compact, and other 
products return the completed coupon or 


call FREEPHONE 0500 618008 
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10 Health news 


Nerve progress 


Scientists have found a way to 
regrow nerves, which they hope 
could be used to repair damage 
to the spinal cord and reverse 
paralysis. 

Spinal cord injury affects 
1,000 people a year, and body 
chemicals prevent the cord 
from regrowing. 

Researchers at the Camb- 
ridge University Centre for 
Brain Repair said they have 
removed molecules that block 
nerve repair, breaking them 
down using a bacterial enzyme. 


Dr James Fawcett, who led 


the study, said the enzyme was 
injected into rats that had 
injured spinal cords. Tests 
showed their nerves started to 
function again. 

It is hoped the method could 

be used on humans, but further 
tests need to be carried out. 
e Researchers have found a 
vitamin supplement can dra- 
matically improve symptoms of 
the nerve condition ataxia. 

Scientists at Columbia 
University in New York claim to 
have helped six people with the 
condition by giving them daily 


doses of a natural vitamin 
called CoQ10. 

Ataxia causes difficulties 
with balance, limb co-ordina- 
tion and speech. It can also 
cause seizures and deteriora- 
tion of part of the brain. 

The researchers said people’s 
balance, speech and movement 
improved by 25 per cent after a 
year of taking the supplement. 

Five people who were unable 
to walk before receiving the 
treatment were able to use a 
rolling walker afterwards, 
they said. 


A leg-up: John Fretwell, who has angina, was one of the first people to be treated using a leg pump 
which strengthens the heart and improves blood flow by forcing blood round the body. Mr Fretwell, 65, 
of Essex, had the treatment at Hammersmith Hospital, London, and said it had helped his health a lot. 


dire a Hoist to 
_Help.... onan 
Arjo Hire 


The solution to your problems when:— 


® going away on holiday or business, 


¢ caring for a visiting relative, 


¢ waiting for permanent equipment to arrive, 


¢ trialling before purchasing, 


e there is a shortfall of loan equipment. 


All of our latest hoists are available for short-term hire 


(minimum period of one week). Hoists can often be delivered at 
short notice, and they can be reserved well in advance for 
holidays. A full and comprehensive demonstration of the hoist is 
given on delivery. Demonstrations and assessments for holiday 

hires can be arranged at no extra cost. 


CALL US NOW, QUOTING REF. PTS1 ON: 


01452 506050 


OR RETURN THIS 


COUPON FOR MORE 


DETAILS. 
ALTERNATIVELY, 


Name: 


Address: 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT: 


Www.arjo.com 


Postcode: 


Tel: 


Please return to: Hire Dept, Arjo Ltd * FREEPOST GL262 * Gloucester GLI 2BR 


Dogs aid eye study 


Researchers have found a possi- 
ble cure for a condition that 
causes blindness and severe 
visual impairment. 

Scientists at the University of 
Pennsylvania have successfully 
treated an eye condition in dogs 
by injecting genes into their 
eyes. They hope the method 
may be used to restore some 
vision to children who have 
Leber congenital amaurosis 
(LCA), which is similar. 

LCA occurs when a gene has 
formed unusually and causes 
the retina to deteriorate. The 


Doughnut-shaped cushions 
should not be used to prevent 
pressure sores because there is 
insufficient evidence that they 
work, a new report* says. 

The sores can lead to blood 
poisoning and bone infections. 

The report by the National 
Institute for Clinical Excellence 
also says disabled people, car- 
ers and health workers should 
avoid using sheepskin or water- 
filled gloves to prevent the sores 
because there is not enough evi- 
dence that these work either. 

Pressure sores are caused 
when people have to spend a lot 
of time in one position ina 
chair or bed because of illness 


Healing horses 

Horses are being used as thera- 
py for people with mental 
health problems by Norfolk 
NHS Trust. The trust says it is 
the only one in the country to 
offer equine therapy, which 
users have said improved their 
confidence. 
www.equineassistedtherapy. 
org.uk 


researchers injected cells take 
from the dogs’ retinas with 2 


virus carrying a “normal” ver. 
sion of the gene. 

The cells were injected bac 
into the dogs’ eyes, and th 
virus then reproduced that ver 
sion of the gene within the eye 
restoring the retina. 

Tests showed the treate 
dogs responded to sight tests i 
the same way as dogs not bor 
with the condition. | 

Safety trials need to be car- 
ried out before testing can 
begin on humans. : 


Dont use the doughnut 


or mobility problems. Sores 
occur when the top layers of 
skin are rubbed off or when the 
weight of the body squashes 
the skin. 

They can cause damage not 
just to skin but to the fatty tis- 
sue underneath and can 
become infected. 

The report advises changing 
position to avoid the sores 
forming, and carrying out skin 
inspections to look for telltale 
signs such as shiny, warm or 
swollen areas of skin, and 
bruised patches. 

*Pressure Ulcer Risk Assess- 
ment and Prevention, tel: 0870 
1555 455, www.nice.org.uk 


No more jabs? 

Injections could be replaced by 
inhalers after researchers found 
a way to make drug-covered 
particles small enough to pass 
through the lung wall into the 
blood. 

The discovery by scientists at 
Strathclyde University in 
Glasgow would mean drugs 
could be inhaled. 

This would particularly help 
people with diabetes, who need 
to inject insulin several times 
a day. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 
Flights to Italy, Tenerife, Malaga, 
Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve, Malta, Rhodes and Florida. 


Weekend Breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 
Holiday homes in France. 


Our brochure with coloured pictures is available at 
www.access-travel.co.uk 


or please apply to: 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 6 The Hillock, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7GW, tel: 01942 888844, 
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Parent power: Parents of disabled children celebrated securing the futures of three respite care centres in 


CHRIST 


Oxfordshire with centre managers and actress Geraldine James (fourth from left). Barnardo’s stepped in to 
) manage the centres in Henley-on-Thames, Abingdon and Banbury after the county council cut funding. 


Payments drive 


The Scottish Executive has 
allocated £530,000 to promote 
schemes allowing disabled 
people money to pay for their 
| own care. 

~The move follows a bill cur- 
‘rently before the Scottish 
Parliament which will extend 
‘these direct payments to 16 and 
17-year-olds. 

The Executive is also begin- 
ning a consultation with 
clients, families and carers 
aimed at seeing how the pay- 


ments could be extended to a 
disabled people who want 
them, and how parents could 
use direct payments to buy 
services for their disabled 
children. 

e An employers’ code of 
practice* written by disabled 
people has been published to 
help those in Scotland receiving 
direct payments to understand 
their legal responsibilities as 
employers. 

*£16.25, tel: 0141 550 4455. 


Bringing the community together 


Cash cut for 
East Sussex 
advice service 


Funding for an advice service 
that helps disabled people 
claim benefits has been axed 
after one year. 

East Sussex Disability Asso- 
ciation was promised cash for 
two years for its welfare rights 
service, but East Sussex County 
Council will stop the funding 
after just a year because of gov- 
ernment cutbacks. 


Taxi trouble 


A Stockport woman has given 
up on a taxi scheme designed 
to help disabled people after 
drivers repeatedly refused to 
take her chair or help her into 
the car. 

Claire Dolan, 20, has to rely 
on her parents for transport 
because of the actions of some 
firms which had signed up to 
the scheme offering cheap fares. 

Once she was stranded for 
two hours and was in pain 
when she eventually got home. 

Her mother Pat now drives 
Claire, who has Rett syndrome, 
to ensure she is safe. 

“It means she can never be 
independent,” Mrs Dolan said. 

A spokesman for the 
Greater Manchester Passenger 
Transport Executive, which 
administers the scheme, said it 
would investigate the matter, 


e The Greater London 
Assembly will look into prob- 
lems faced by disabled people 
on public transport in the capi- 
tal, starting this summer. 

Meanwhile, Greater London 
Disability Forum chair Henry 
Middleton is concerned that 
“accessible” buses cannot take 
all electric wheelchairs because 
of the size of the allocated 
space. 

He also said that ramps do 
not always work. 

Andrew Braddock, head of 
access and mobility at Trans- 
port for London (TfL), said 
wheelchair spaces conformed to 
standards, and pointed out that 
some manufacturers made large 
chairs that could not be accom- 
modated. 

TfL was working to improve 
the ramps, he added. 


Leeds video 

A unique video has been made 
by deaf people, Leeds City 
Council and Leeds Health 
Action Zone about the housing 
needs of older deaf people in the 
city. It aims to influence those 


developing services for older 
deaf people. 


Stroke help 


Sheffield is offering people who 
have had strokes a personal 
health record covering medica- 
tion, appointments and treat- 
ment. The booklet will simplify 
the information people receive 
after having a stroke. 


LONDON, Wembley September 12&13 : 
REHAB & CARE, NEC November 14&15 . 


The Independent Living events are 
the best place to see the latest 
products in the market, update 
your knowledge and find out 

about changes in the industry. 


@ See 100’s of products from 
leading manufacturers 


@ Sample free lifestyle 
therapies 


@ Attend free seminars or talks 


With so much to do and see, a 
visit to Independent Living is not 
to be missed. 


Don’t miss these 
exciting features 
Wheelchair Test Track 
Free Talks on Consumer Issues 
Relaxation Zone @ Free Professional Seminars 
Product Workshops @ Lifestyle Features 


If you specify, purchase, recommend or use 
products or services that aid daily living, then visit 
the Independent Living series of events. 


Order your free tickets today. 
Call the ticket hotline on 


0870 429 4372 
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12 News focus 


Rare d 


Are children with 
rare disorders 
being given the 
support they need, 
asks Emma Hawes 


hen Arlene Smythe’s 
\ \ / daughter Kylie was 
born with a rare dis- 


order, she expected help from 
doctors. Instead, she was given 
incorrect information and told 
by her GP to find out about the 
condition herself. 

She says she went through a 
“living hell” after doctors told 
her Kylie, now 13, could not 
have children and would have 
impaired growth, but did not 
tell her about the treatments 
available. 

According to the charity 
Contact a Family (CaF), Mrs 
Smythe’s experience is all too 
common. 

A survey of support groups 
for people with rare condi- 
tions, published by CaF during 
Rare Disorders Week in May, 
revealed that 90 per cent of 
families have problems getting 
information. 

Luckily, Mrs Smythe found a 
support group which helped 
her, and Kylie is now on 
medication. 

The survey also found that 
75 per cent of people waited 


the 


more than six months for a 
diagnosis, while 30 per cent 
were not diagnosed for two 
years and 15 per cent for over 
six years. 

CaF believes these delays 
occur because GPs and hospital 
doctors do not have sufficient 
knowledge. Yet without treat- 
ment some conditions can lead 
to serious illness. Kawasaki dis- 
ease, for instance, can result in 
heart problems if left untreated. 

Tracey Whitewood-Neal’s 
son Jordan wasn’t diagnosed 
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Delay: Jordan Whitewood-Neal was not diagnosed until he was two 


with proteus syndrome (PS), a 
condition that causes accelerated 
growth, until he was two. 

“It’s hard enough knowing 
your child has this problem,” 


isorders — left in the dar 


Doctors don’t even think in 
terms of how you are feeling.” 

Karen Brummel got a quick 
diagnosis but wasn’t offered 
treatment for her son Ross for 
seven weeks, even though his 
condition, bladder exstrophy, 
meant he was born with his 
bladder outside the body. 

“T gave birth at lunchtime, 
but it wasn’t until 10.30pm that 
a doctor from the children’s 
hospital came to see me,” she 
says. “I was a nervous wreck.” 

To her astonishment, she 
was sent home and had to care 
for Ross, including washing 
and bandaging his exposed 
bladder, for nearly two months 
before he had an operation. She 
describes the experience as “a 
nightmare.” 

Because of situations like 
these, CaFis: asking the 
Government to make rare dis- 
orders the responsibility of a 
specific health minister, and 
ensure all medical professionals 
are taught about them. It also 
wants more research into rare 
syndromes. 


‘It’s hard enough knowing your child has this 
problem, but to be told there’s no information and no 
support makes you feel bewildered’ 


she says, “but to be told there’s 
no information and no support 
makes you feel bewildered. 


UK’s Premier event 


... dedicated to children with disabilities 


31st October & 1st November 
Reebok Stadium, Bolton (Junction 6, M61) 


e free entry 
e free parking 


order your FREE tickets now, 


call the hotline 01282 455528 


for the latest exhibitor information and 
entertainment programme, log onto 


www.kidequip.co.uk 


in association with 


w=, Wariety Club 


The Greatest Children’s Charity in the World 


In response, a Government 
spokesman said: “All doctors 
receive appropriate training 
to meet the needs of their 
patients.” 

He vadded }that doctors 
should continue to learn 
throughout their careers, keep 
up with advances in medicine 
and care, and improve their 
knowledge, skills and abilities. 

However, the British Medical 
Association (BMA) says the 


‘We want the 
Government to review 
the system because 

GPs need more time. 

At the moment it’s 
conveyor-belt medicine’ 
Sa Se eS 


problem is not training, but 
time and resources. 
“Consultation times are 
down to a dangerously low six 
minutes, when GPs need about 
15 minutes to understand 
the patient’s problems,” a 
spokes-man said. “We want the 
Government to review the way 


the system operates because GPs 
need more time. At the moment 
it’s conveyor-belt medicine.” 

In a BMA survey in April, 91 
per cent of doctors said they 
did not have time to give 
personal attention. : 

A spokesperson for the 
Royal College of Physicians 
added that consultants could 
not be experts in all conditions. 
They worked on average 60 
hours a week, which was “not 
always good for patient care.” 
She said people could get 
another appointment if they 
needed more information. 

But appointments take time 
to organise, and when diagno- 
sis is delayed it can be hard to 
get benefits such as Disability 
Living Allowance (DLA). 

The Department of Social 
Security says applications for 
DLA are judged on the effects 
of the disorder on the child, but 
that letters from doctors and 


Slow process: Ross was not 
given an operation until seven 
weeks after he was born 


specialists are also taken into 
account. Without a diagnosis, 
parents do not have this evi- 
dence, which could make it 
harder for them to get the help 
they need. 

Some families do have good 
experiences. Sandra Webb’s son 
Alex, seven, has xeroderma 
pigmentosum, an extreme 
intolerance to ultraviolet light 
which means he burns even 
when the sun is not out. 

Mrs Webb found doctors 
and social services very helpful. 

“Social services helped us get 
all the allowances we are enti- 
tled to,” she says. “Without 
them, the thought of claiming 
benefits wouldn’t have entered 
my mind.” 

CaF would like this to be the 
experience of all families. 


Bladder Exstrophy/Epispadias Support, tel: 0161 443 3174. 
Contact a Family helpline, tel: 0808 8083 5555. The website has 
links to support groups for hundreds of rare disorders, 


www.cafamily.org.uk 


Proteus Syndrome Foundation, tel: 01424 433708. 
Turner Syndrome Support Group, tel: 01389 872511. 
Xeroderma Pigmentosum Support Group, tel: 01494 890981. 
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The Bekker Kangoo 

has been approved 

by the VCA and has 
received the prestigious 
‘Accord Technique’ from 
Renault SA, France. 
The Bekker Kangoo, 
your economic choice 
for versatile and 
independent mobility. 


Econom 


Base Keer 


Tiel fer you and your partner, utilising the 
maximum space available for your electric 


ee Oke 


Based on the Kangoo 1.2 RN LHD seating 2+wheelchair passenger. 


wheelchair or scooter. 


Bekker tae 


Sprint 


How is it possible t to 5 get all ce shopping, te 
wheelchair or the pram into one car, as well 
as the family without buying a bus? With the 
Bekker Kangoo Sprint you can. 


PaO Ome 


Based on the Kangoo 1.4 RN, seating 5, or 3+wheelchair passenger. 


Bekker Kangoo 


Driving the long distance to care centre, as 
well as your daily runs can be a punishment 
on your resources. The quiet 1.9 diesel 
engine of the Marathon can ease the pain. 


£11,828°° 


Based on the Kangoo 1.9D RN, seating 5, or 3+wheelchair passenger. 


Bekker Kangoo 


If you want the luxury and equipment of an 
expensive car, but do not want to pay the 
price, the Executive is for you. All the major 
function controls are at finger tips’ length. 


SS Iepereres 


Based on the Kangoo 1.4 RXE, seating 5, or 3+wheelchair passenger. 


Optional Extras ¢ Electro-hydraulic kneeling system with 12” folding ramp £798 * Automatic gearbox £998 
¢ Alloy wheels £327 « Air conditioning £887 « ABS £339 ¢ Hand controls £235 * Steering knob £21 ¢ Easy hand brake £45 
Delivery charges and number plates £340. The above prices include relief from VAT. 


Immovable Mobility 

The revolutionary Bekker Tie-down 
system. Secures any wheelchair in any 
vehicle conversion. Klick-And-Go, 
no belts, no reaching. Also for self-drive. 


Prices start from F295° 00” 


The Bekker Chrysler CareVan Add freedom to your wheelchair 
Prices The Flying Dutchman 


luxury and convenience, between 2000 Concept 
up to 3 wheelchairs & 4 S 5: 000% | Transforms your wheelchair into a 
passengers. Also ideal for and 


drive-from-wheelchair. £30, 000” 


See us at Stand 14, Mobility Roadshow 


For the ultimate in 


battery powered chair in an ae 


Prices start from £4 4808 ie 


S) 


Telephone 01377 241700 


Kellythorpe, Driffield, East Yorkshire YO25 9DJ, England - Fax: 01377 241767 
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As the general election approaches, DN takes a look at what Labour has done, what we want and what's on offer 


Labour's highs and lows 


What have four 

years of Labour 
left us with, asks 
Rod Hermeston 


Rights 

e Labour introduced the 
Disability Rights Commission, 
which had been demanded by 
charities wanting a body to 
enforce the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA). 

@ It has passed the Disability 
and Special Educational Needs 
Act, which brings education 
under the DDA to stop schools, 
colleges and universities discrimi- 
nating against disabled students. 
e@ Labour introduced access 
laws demanding reasonable 
adjustments by suppliers of 
goods and services in 1998, to 
be further extended in 2004. 

e Employers with as few as 
two staff will be brought under 
the DDA by 2004. 

e It announced that the police 
and fire brigade will be covered 
by the DDA but rejected calls 
for the armed forces to be 
included. 


Social security 
e Starting from April 2001, 


Labour reduced entitlement to 
Incapacity Benefit (IB) for 
people with personal pensions. 
Those receiving a pension of 
more than £85 a week now have 
IB cut by 50 pence for every 
extra £1 they receive in pension. 
e Labour also cut IB entitlement 
for people who have worked in 
the previous two years. 

e It has refused to extend win- 
ter fuel payments to disabled 
people under the age of 60 on 
the middle and higher rates of 
the Disability Living Allowance 
care component or the higher 
rate of the mobility compo- 
nent. DN launched the 
campaign to achieve this. 

e From April 2001 Labour 
introduced the Disability 
Income Guarantee, worth up to 
£142 a week for 130,000 
disabled adults and 30,000 
disabled children. 

e It has extended Disability 
Living Allowance of £37.40 to 
severely disabled three and 
four-year-olds. 

e From April 2001 the 
Disabled Person’s Tax Credit 


Labour exchange: Anne Begg MP (right) on the campaign trail 


guaranteed an income of £246 
a week to a full-time worker 
with a disability. 


Carers 

e Labour introduced the 
Carers and Disabled Children 
Act, which was implemented in 
April 2001. It allows local 
authorities to give support 


directly to carers whether or 
not the cared-for person asked 
for an assessment. It also 
allows direct care payments to 
the carers of disabled children, 
allowing them to pay for sup- 
port themselves. 


Care charges 


e Labour rejected calls by the 


Royal Commission for Long- 
Term Care for all forms of care ~ 
to be free. Instead it said nursing 
care would be free in all settings, 
but personal care would be 
means-tested. 

e It proposes under a current 
consultation that up to 55 per cent 
of disabled people’s net earnings 
can be taken into account when 
calculating care charges. 


Work 

e Labour introduced the New 
Deal for Disabled People as a 
set of pilots which have helped 
find work for 5,000 disabled 
people between 1998 and 2000. 
It will go national, with a net- 
work of job brokers, in July. 


Health 

e Labour has promised 7,000 
extra beds and 100 new hospi- 
tals over the next ten years. 


Cannabis 

e It has refused to legalise 
cannabis for medicinal purposes. 
For a copy of Labour's 
manifesto, tel: 0870 590 0200. 


Will the next Government go a step 


The election is the ideal time to get your 
voice heard. Emma Hawes finds out what 
charities want from the next Government 


D.A.S.S. 


Direct Alert Security Systems that link 
with our 24 hour call centre. 


Just push your personal alarm button 
and we know you need help. 


We can talk to you even if you cannot reach 


the telephone 


Never be alone again! 


Immediate response - peace of mind. 


Call for your FREE brochure or no obligation home demonstration 


isability charities wel- 
ID come what Labour has 
done since it came to 


power but feel more could be 
achieved. 

Disability Daily, a 
consortium of 15 charities, calls 
for action on a number of 
issues, including the following, 
in the Disability Manifesto. 

e Winter fuel payments should 
be extended to people on 
Disability Living Allowance. 

e The Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA) 
should include all types of 
public transport and cover all 
businesses. Small businesses, 
currently exempt, should be 
included immediately. The 
DDA’s definition of disability 
should be extended, for exam- 
ple to include someone who 
has had severe depression or 
someone with a genetic incli- 
nation to a condition. 

e The Disability Rights 
Commission should be given 
the power to deal with cases 
brought under the Human 
Rights Act. 

e Incapacity Benefit should be 
increased to a realistic level, 
and then raised annually in line 
with earnings. 

e There should be more 
supported employment pro- 
grammes, and extra resources 
should be put into telling 


employers and disabled people 
about the Access to Work 
scheme, which provides 
equipment. 
e British Sign Language should 
be officially recognised as a 
language. 
e Families with disabled chil- 
dren should be made aware of 
the benefits they are entitled to. 
e Charging for essential non- 
residential community care 
should be stopped. 
e Planners should have a legal 
duty to ensure disabled people’s 
needs are met in all planning 
applications. 
e More funding should be 
provided for training speech, 
language and communication 
therapists. 

In addition, charities have 
key issues they want addressed. 


making the most of life af 


Mencap would like the creation 
of a new criminal offence of 
abuse of trust, to apply to 
sexual relations between care 
staff and clients. 

MIND wants full and informed 
consent to be obtained from 
people with mental health 
problems before they are given 
electro-convulsive therapy. 
RADAR wants an end to 


further? 


charging for home care, and for 
all existing public transport to 
be made accessible. 


Nil 


The Royal National Institute 
for Deaf People would like 
digital hearing aids routinely 
available on the NHS. 
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RNIB 
challenging blindness 


The Royal National Institute for 
the Blind wants sight loss to be 
acknowledged as a severe 
disability, particularly where 
benefits are concerned. 

SANE would like people 

with mental health problems 
to be offered therapies as well 
as drugs. 

Scope wants comprehensive 
civil rights legislation intro- 
duced to stop discrimination 
against disabled people. 


> — 4 
SCOPE 


FOR PEOPLE WITH CEREBRAL PALSY 
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Labour ZS 
Margaret Hodge, Minister for 


Disabled People od 


We established the Disability Rights Task Force 
and they advised on further changes needed. We 
| have recently responded to their recommendations. 
We will legislate to: 
@ Cover 7 million more jobs by discrimination laws. 
e Abolish the small employer threshold. 
 @ Extend the definition of disability to better cover people with 
cancer and HIV. 
_ @ Introduce a duty on the public sector to promote the equalisation 
of opportunity. 
Much more work is needed to ensure the right to a job for 
disabled people. We will: 
e Extend the New Deal for Disabled People. 
@ Modernise the supported employment scheme Workstep and 
invest an extra £40m. 
e Help people keep their jobs by investing in rehabilitation and 
retention services. 
 @ Continue our modernisation of the benefits system to tackle 
_ the barriers and make sure that those with high care costs find it 
worth their while to work. 
_ There is much more left to do. For instance we want to: 
e Mainstream disability issues in the design and delivery of 
public services. 
e Improve co-ordination on equipment across the public sector. 
e Improve access to information and communications technology. 


oad The Conservatives 


*Tim Boswell, disability sookesperson 


y 

e Organisations that represent people with 
disabilities will be amongst those who act as our 
agents in placing people into work under our 
Britain Works programme. 
e We will help disabled people return to work by 
introducing a single fundholding body to administer Incapacity 
Benefit and provide help such as physio and equipment. 
e We will back the supported employment programme now threat- 
ened by WORKSTEP, which promotes unsubsidised jobs. We will 
still encourage moves to open employment where applicable. 
e Pensioners do not begin losing benefit until savings exceed £6,000, 
while disabled people lose Income Support (IS) if their savings 
exceed £3,000. We will lift the IS savings threshold to the same level. 
e We will look at ways of making new technology available and 
we will make digital hearing aids available nationally. 
e We will lift spending on Motability and cost it from savings 
through better use of mobility aids and cutting out wastage. 
e We will tackle local disparities in services and care charges, and 
postcode rationing for new drugs such as beta interferon. 
e We propose that elderly people who have made reasonable 
provision for the cost of possible long-term care will not have to 
use their savings and property to pay for it. 
e We will set maximum NHS waiting times, initially for heart 
disease and cancer. 
@ We will introduce a transferable tax allowance for married people 
caring for a disabled relative, saving them up to £1,000 a year. 
e Our free schools policy will ensure special schools can flourish. 
For a copy of the disability manifesto, tel: 020 7222 9000. 


iGRAHAM LINDLEY 
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What the parties are proposing 


Election signs: a Leeds faekng attended by (/ to r) Victoria Richmond, Conservative parliamentary 
prospective candidate (PPC), David Hall-Matthews, Lib Democrat PPC, Hilary Benn MP (Labour), 
Murray Holmes of the British Deaf Association and Magdalena Larsen of the Institute for Citizenship. 


The Liberal Democrats 


Andrew George, disability sookesperson 


disabled people. 


Se 


e We will extend winter fuel payments to cover severely disabled people under 60. 

@ We will extend the Disability Discrimination Act to cover air and sea transport and 
seek to include minicabs. 
e We will introduce personal advocates to tailor the education system to the needs of 


e We will investigate the possibility of a Partial Capacity Benefit for people able to do some work. 

e Personal care should be free. The long-term care debate has focused on older people, but we want 
to make sure younger disabled people also receive the personal care they need free of charge. 

e We will set up an advocacy system to ensure disabled children get the right social services support. 
e We will properly publicise Access to Work, which provides work equipment, and introduce a 
low-cost computer leasing scheme for disabled people. 
e We propose to raise the therapeutic earnings limit for people on Incapacity Benefit and Income 


Support. 


e We will give British Sign Language official recognition. 
e We want to remove barriers preventing equal access to the justice system. 
e We will abolish dental and eye check-up charges. 
e We propose to strengthen support for carers, including entitlement to respite and training. 
For a copy of the disability manifesto, tel: 020 7227 1378, e-mail: h.belcher@libdems.org.uk 


Plaid Cymru 


e Plaid Cymru, the Party of 
Wales, is committed to having a 
society where all disabled peo- 
ple can participate fully. We 
also recognise that disabled 
people in Wales still have a long 
way to go to achieve this. 

@ We will strive for equal 
employment opportunities. 

e Benefits for disabled people 
should acknowledge additional 
living costs. The right to the 
mobility component of 
Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA) should continue after 
retirement. 

e Winter fuel payments should 
be extended to include people 
under 60. 


Scottish 
National Party 


e We plan to bring forward a 
bill of rights which will specifi- 
cally outlaw discrimination on 
grounds of disability. 

e We support the idea that 
mainstream education can be 
best for pupils and should be 
available. We also recognise the 
contribution of Scotland’s spe- 
cial schools, and pledge to 
maintain full funding. 

e We will introduce transport 
projects to improve access. 

e We recently led the way on 
free personal care for elderly 
people. We will continue to 
fight for justice in social care. 


The Greens 


@ We will replace the DDA 
with full legislation covering all 
disabled people and putting the 
onus on service providers and 
employers to show they have 
not treated disabled people 
unfairly. 

@ We will replace means-tested 
disability benefits with a basic 
disability income regardless of 
pay. 

@ We will make it illegal for 
local authorities to charge dis- 
abled people for community 
care services. We will give dis- 
abled people direct payments. 
@ We will give disabled children 
the right to attend a mainstream 
school with appropriate support. 
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What do we want? 


DN asks readers what the next Government should prioritise 


e Sue Ferreira (left), 53, of Cambridgeshire, who has multiple sclerosis, says: “There 
should be fairness of treatment in the NHS. There should be an end to postcode 
rationing.” She says cannabis should be legalised for medical purposes. 


e Sylvia Lindley, 55, of Sowerby Bridge, backs DN’s campaign to extend winter fuel 
payments. Sylvia, who has multiple sclerosis, says: “To try to stay warm I put the 
heating on low and go to bed early. I daren’t put the heating up because of the bills.” 


© Guide dog user Louise Hall (right), 36, of Arundel, wants private-hire taxi firms to be 
forced to carry guide dogs. “Companies can refuse to carry them and they can charge.” 


e David Porter, 72, of Stewarton, is registered blind. He wants the Government to set 
aside money to train doctors and eye health professionals. “Communication of informa- 
tion by professionals at the point of diagnosis is generally unsatisfactory.” 


e Allen Bergson, 57, of Pinner, thinks accessible transport should be a priority for the next 
Government. Allen, who has Charcot-Marie-Tooth disease, constantly has problems with transport 
because many ramps are unable to take his three-wheeled electric scooter. 

He believes the benefits system is “flawed” because people like him with savings have their 
Incapacity Benefit taxed. “That is ludicrous,” he says. 


e Frank Adams (left), 57, of Huddersfield, wants more funding for disability charities. 
“The Government is asking them to take on more of a role without extra funding.” 


e Kirsten Battle, 26, of Leeds, wants the Government to look at housing. Kirsten, a sin- 
gle mum with spina bifida, would like larger, accessible houses made available for dis- 

3 abled families. She also thinks benefits should be raised, particularly for disabled people 
with children. “I have to live on £103 a week,” she says. 


e Terry Simpson, 49, of Leeds, has a history of paranoid schizophrenia. “I'd like to see services that 
people really want to use and will go to at times of crisis rather than feeling, as I do, that the mental 
health system is something to be avoided.” 


@ Carol Hili, 26, of Dagenham, wants more job opportunities for disabled people. Carol, who has 
spina bifida and hydrocephalus, says: “I work. But I feel very strongly that there 
should be more disabled people in employment.” 


@ Kay Hitchen (right), 56, wants access to be top of the agenda. She lives in rural 
North Wales and has difficulty getting her wheelchair on to buses. “I would like 
members of the Cabinet to spend 24 hours in a wheelchair to see what it is like.” 


airfree 


Kairfree puncture proof 
wheelchair tubes 

are designed to make 
punctures a thing of the 
past - at reasonable cost 
- without weight penalties 
- without loss of cushion, 
comfort, grip and traction. 


*No messy sealants 
eSave on puncture repair costs 
¢Kairfree's unique lightweight formulation 


Whenever you wish to go 
on roads, tracks, off road 


Kairfree Limited 
Unit D, Vanguard Buildings, Britannia Road, Storforth Lane, Chesterfield, Derbyshire S40 2TZ 
Tel: 01246 277733 Fax: 01246 230533 Email: sales@kairfree.co.uk 


Taking steps: Scope and the DRC are looking at polling station access 


Have your vote 


Many blind and partially 
sighted people will be able 
to vote in private for the first 
time at the coming general 
election. 

All polling stations will be 
supplied with special tactile 
voting devices and large-print 
display versions of voting slips. 

New rules mean disabled 
people who need help with vot- 
ing can also have assistance 
from an immediate family 
member over the age of 18. 

And postal votes are now 
available without the need to 
get a letter from your doctor or 
employer. Applications* for a 
postal vote must be in six days 
before polling day. 


Meanwhile, the charity 


Scope and the Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) are calling 
on the public to help them 
judge access in 3,000 UK 
polling stations. 

Voters can download a sur- 
vey from the Polls Apart cam- 
paign website** 

A similar sebpe Polls Apart 
survey at the last general elec- 
tion in 1997 found 96 per cent 
of polling stations had at least 
one access problem. 

The results will be published 
in July: 

*For an application form, 
contact your local authority or 
visit www.postalvotes.co.uR 
**For a print survey, tel: 020 
7619 7246, or download a form 
from www.pa3.org.uk 


Acorn Stairlift Rentals 


Call us now on freefone 


Q800 19 19 19 


for a free no obligation quote. 


e Direct from the manufacturer 


e Next day installation available 


e New or Reconditioned 


e Rent or Buy 


e Free home trial 


Supporting 


Marie Curie 
Cancer Care 


GIVE YOUR 


LIFE A LIF T ® 
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|Kate Nash may have her work 
cut out as the new director of 
RADAR, says Rod Hermeston 


ate Nash’s cockney 
k tones are made hoarse 
by a sore throat and | 


briefly worry I might cause her 
pain as I shake her hand, which 
shows signs of arthritis. 

But Nash is no soft touch. 

At the age of 38, she is about to 
take the reins at national 
disability charity the Royal 
Association for Disability and 
Rehabilitation (RADAR). 
She has come a long way 

since she developed juvenile 
‘chronic arthritis at the age of 
15. That was a real blow. 
“T went from being very 
active to not being able to dress 
‘or feed myself,” she says. 
But her condition was 
brought under control and she 
went on to do a sociology and 
social administration degree. 

Nash began working with 
adults who have learning 
disabilities but walked out of an 
NHS job, through “indignation” 
at the virtual “disdain” with 
which these people were treated. 

And she says she is a “radical 
at heart,” having chained 
herself to railings in the past. 

Over the years she has 
worked for Scope, the 
Employers’ Forum on Disability 
(EFD) and Arthritis Care. 

At the EFD her role was to 
encourage firms to employ 
disabled people. She says she 
still “loves” working with the 
private sector. 

She also set up the 
Leadership Consortium, which 
helps disabled high-flyers get 
management training. 

And she has had two spells at 
Arthritis Care, the first at Young 
Arthritis Care and the second as 
deputy chief executive. 


It surprises me that she 
didn’t go for the post of chief 
executive at Arthritis Care 
recently. She does not rule it out 
for the future. 

But she admits she moves on 


Right for RADAR: Nash reflects on her new role 


when she gets “bored” and feels 
she can work more with the 
private sector and influence 
national policy better as 
director of RADAR. 

The charity, which has a 
strong campaigning base, 
recently had to be bailed out by 
the monied Enham Trust after 
a financial crisis threatened it 
with closure. The subsequent 
merger is a marriage of equals, 
insists Mike Smith, the group’s 
overall chief executive, and 
RADAR will continue to 
campaign and develop its 
policies independent of Enham. 

Neil Betteridge, head of 
campaigns at Arthritis Care, 
believes Nash is ideally suited 
to the RADAR job. 

“People within the disability 
movement have a lot of respect 
for her as someone with a 
significant impairment who has 
always been ready to speak out 
for disabled people’s rights,” he 
says, “and yet she has an awful 
lot of tact and diplomacy, 
knowing how to handle the 


Poole Mobil ity scooter & powerchairs £1,200 - £3,100 


Free home demonstrations on scooters, powerchairs, riser recliner chairs, 
wheelchairs and bathlifts anywhere in UK with no obligation to buy. 


Shoprider Sovereign: Get up and go! 
Find freedom and independence in 
comfort and style. Whether in town or 
country you can rely on our scooters 
to get you there and back. £1,885 


TGA Superlight: Electric scooter, 
dismantles in seconds and easily lifts 
in the car boot for shopping, family 
trips and days out throughout the 
year £1,395 


Full after sales service. If you have a problem with a scooter or powerchair, 
we guarantee to fix it within 24 hours or lend you a free replacement. If you 
are not completely happy after 1 month, full money refunded. 


Freephone: 0800 195 2728 


private and public sector.” 

But he fears that the match 
between RADAR with its 
campaigning traditions and 
Enham, a service provider, 
could be uneasy. 

“She could get shot by both 
sides,” he says. “She may be 
seen as too radical by people 
whose traditional culture is 
service provision and not radical 
enough by the movement.” 

But Nash responds: “Why 
on earth would Enham want to 
partner RADAR if they are not 
interested in strong messages?” 
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Meanwhile, RADAR is to 
consult with its 500 members 
about the charity’s future role 
in the light of the Disability 
Discrimination Act and 
Disability Rights Commission. 

Nash wants RADAR to stand 
up for severely disabled people. 

And the charity and disabled 
people need to decide where 
they will stand on future 
debates about what duties 
disabled people might have as 
they benefit from rights and 
jobs, for instance. 

“As a collective we need to 
have a view on the balance 
between rights and 
responsibilities,” Nash says. 
“Tt is about being ready for the 
accusations of having 
something for nothing.” 

Debates about this are not 
justified at the moment because 
so few disabled people work or 
earn good wages, she says, but 
these debates will come. 
Disabled people will need 
arguments against such 
accusations, she warns, but 
they may also need to decide 
whether there are times when 
they should pay their way. 

And Nash wants to work 
more with the private sector. 
She says it is no good simply 
“beating” firms up, without 
helping them take action. 

“My skill has always been in 
helping people to work with a 
common vision,” she adds. 
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At the moment one problem 
facing businesses is that they do 
not get disabled job applicants. 

“I hope we can act as Cupid 
between disabled people who 
want jobs and the business 


5 


community,” says Nash. 

But she does not believe that 
means RADAR will tone down 
its message to keep business 
partners sweet, or refrain from 
criticism when necessary. 


‘| hope we can act as 
Cupid between disabled 
people who want jobs 
and the business 
community’ 
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She also wants much more 
contact with the radical British 
Council of Disabled People. 

But Rachel Hurst, chair of 
umbrella campaigning group 
Rights Now, though stressing 
she knows nothing about Nash, 
fears RADAR will simply be 
about “compromise.” 

And Sheila Blair, chair of the 
British Council of Disabled 
People, warns that RADAR 
should not work too closely 
with the private sector if it 
wants to avoid a conflict of 
interest over its campaigns. 

But Nash is sure of herself. In 
her new role she believes she can 
create real change and benefits 
for disabled people. 
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Scooter owners outraged 


Powered wheelchair and scoot- 
er users are yet again being 
blasted as unsafe (“Scooter 
call”, DN, May). Soon it will 
be a case of “Well, you can't 
walk, and you haven’t passed 
your wheelchair driving test, so 


don’t bother getting out of bed.” 


I have been driving a 
powered wheelchair all my 
adult life — my current outdoor 
wheelchair is a 6mph model. | 
continually get blasted by 
pedestrians saying I am going 
too fast on the pavement, but if 
I go down the roadside, even 


with lights, I get told to get on 
the pavement by vehicle drivers 
because I am going too slow. 
So, when will it end? 

John Elliott (e-mail) 


If the vehicle is bought from a 
reputable firm, then the right 
type is sold, with necessary 
adjustments, and instructions 
given. If the vehicle is borrowed 
from Shopmobility, the user is 
not allowed out on it without 
tuition. Of course there are 
those who speed, as with cars 
and cyclists. 


Some pedestrians need lessons 
on how to walk — they walk as 
if we are not there, into us, in 
front of us, bang into our backs. 
There needs to be awareness 
and give and take on both sides. 
Dorothy E Thomas 
Ipswich, Suffolk 


Claire Burton’s idea of a 
national proficiency test is 
lunacy. Who will oversee it? 
Who will set the standards? 
Able-bodied people? 

Tom Clark 

Kenilworth, Warwickshire 


Pharmaceutical firms don’t own me 


In the letters attacking my sup- 
port for animal research (DN, 
May), both authors imply that 


I am being used by the pharma- 


ceutical industry. 

Not so. The patients group, 
Seriously Ill for Medical 
Research, that I formed ten 
years ago, started out of my 
own pocket and initiative. For 


abledworld.com 
Says it all 


For the most comprehensive 
range of 


e products e clothing 
e accommodation 


online in the UK for disabled 

and elderly people by disabled 
people. We are your Yellow 

Pages for all your needs. Plus 


e News e Chatline « Contacts 


So just logon to 


Disabledworld.com 


the first five years I was working 
for no money at all. I work 
because of my belief that the 
honest truth should be 
supported and defended — that 
all modern medicine has 


depended upon animal research. 


I am an animal lover. I do 
not celebrate at the use of 
animals in medical research. 


Yet I support it because 
without them we would have 
no medicine and incurable 
patients like myself would have 
no hope for the future. Animals, 
including beloved pets, owe as 
much to the benefits of animal 
research as people. 

Andrew Blake 
www.simr.org.uk 


London Disability Arts Forum presents 


Lifting the Lid! 
3rd Disability Film Festival 


7th - 8th - 9th June at the 


Lux Cinema 
2-4 Hoxton Square, London N1 


Why should I have 
to lie for my son? © 


I have an 18-year-old son with quadriplegic cerebral palsy. He is 
severely physically disabled, uses an indoor/outdoor electric 
wheelchair and needs help with all his personal needs. 

He wants to gain independence from us, his parents, but this 
will require him to have a care package to employ carers. 

The problem is that he sleeps well. This means he is not eligi- 
ble for the higher level of the attendance allowance element of 
Disability Living Allowance regardless of how much care he 
needs for the 16 hours a day he is awake; nor can he be left alone 
at night because of what might happen as he can neither turn 
over nor do anything other than shout for help. 

Asa result, he is not eligible for the Independent Living Fund 
and therefore not eligible for council help. 

I have been told by a social worker and the Citizens Advice 
Bureau that I must lie and say I need to get up and attend to him 
at least three nights a week. 

It makes me so angry that my integrity has to be put on the 
line in order that he can live anywhere but with us. I just find it 
inconceivable that a young person’s independence is prevented 
because he sleeps well. 


Name and address supplied 


Benefits claim 
is greedy 


You have a story about a man 
who receives £6,000 a month 


by Dan Batten 
Brought to book 


from compensation but is Ina recent Sun 


thinking of going to the House 
of Lords to try and claim social 
security benefits (DN, May). 

I think this is greedy. Iam 
disabled and my husband and I 
live on benefits alone, which is 


newspaper, it was 
reported that 70 
per cent of all 
books given to charity shops 
are romance novels, according 
to “spastic charity” Scope. I 
think the journalists of 
“Murdochland” could do with 
reading a nice little book on 
21st century PC language. This 
“spas” will even go along to 
their office and read the words 
with more than two syllables to 
them if they have any trouble. 


hard. If we were receiving 
£6,000 a month, we wouldn’t 
claim benefits. I cannot see that 
he needs more money. 

Mrs Greenfield 

Redhill, Surrey 


It makes no census to me! 
Like all of us law-abiding citi- 
zens at the end of April, 
“Claire”, a visually impaired 
reader of free London newspa- 
per Metro, was more than 
happy to fill in her census 
form. Except that the census 
office refused to send “Claire” 
one in a format accessible to 
her: e-mail or Braille. She had 
to rely on someone else to com- 
plete the form for her. Come 
on, census office, how do you 
expect to “count in” everyone 
when you ignore the needs of 
so many of them? 


for further information: 


voice: 020 7691 4203 
020 7916 5484 
minicom: 0207 691 4201 
fax: 020 7916 5396 
e-mail: info.dff@virgin.net 


box office: 020 7684 0201 


The Lux is a fully accessible venue. 
BSL Interpreters will be available. 


Flushed out 

At a Motability working dinner 
at the Grand Moathouse, 
Birmingham, in May, DN’s 
motoring correspondent 
Douglas Campbell found him- 
self using a disabled loo in 
which he could barely move his 
streamlined wheelchair. He also 
needed a RADAR key to use it. 
Motability director Noel 
Muddiman was suitably 
embarrassed. Surely organisers 
MOR are flush enough to find 
suitable venues? 
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carer. I look after my mum 
because she has severe 

| depression. 

| My mum’s illness means she 
‘often feels rough and can’t look 
)after us. I have to take care of 
omy five-year-old sister. After 
three years of living like this 
I’m used to it. 

When my mum is ill I have 
to take charge of the house. If 
my sister is around I need to 
make sure she is occupied. 

It’s hard looking after her. 
She doesn’t understand why 
mum is in bed. I need to check 
she doesn’t get hurt and isn’t 
getting herself into trouble. 
‘This annoys me sometimes — 
I’m her sister not her nanny. 

Mum doesn’t talk any sense 
when she’s on her medication. 
'She’ll stay in bed all day so I’ll 
have to do things like cooking — 
I microwave things usually — 


I am a 12-year-old young 


independent than other 
children and I can do a lot of 
things they wouldn’t be able to. 
When my mum is unwell I 
have to stay off school 
sometimes. I know all children 
think school is hard, but for me 
it’s harder. ’m always worrying 
if something’s wrong at home, 
so it’s difficult for me to 
concentrate. Homework is 
difficult because of my sister 
needing attention, and when 
my work doesn’t get done 
teachers just think I’m being 
lazy. They sometimes don’t let 
each other know about my 
mum and my home life, which 
means I have to explain it to 
every single teacher. It would 
be much better for me if 
teachers would help a bit more. 
I don’t go out as much as 
other children, but I go to the 
Young Carers Project near 
where I live and I met my best 


‘| have to make sure my sister isn’t getting herself 
into trouble. This annoys me sometimes — I’m her 


sister not her nanny’ 


and doing the beds. I can’t 
always talk to mum as it’s 
difficult not to hurt her feelings. 

The only support we get is 
from someone who comes every 
day to help with cooking and 
cleaning. We also have a social 
worker. He always worries that 
my mum and sister are alright 
and sometimes I feel as though I 
don’t get a look in. 

I miss being a normal family. 
My mates — the ones that I tell 
about my mum — don’t always 
understand the situation I’m in. 

But even though life is tough 
in my house, it’s there that I 
have the best times when I’m 
listening to my music such as 
Hear’Say, Steps and S Club 7. 

Caring for my mum does 
have advantages. I’m more 


e Carers Week takes place 
11-17 June. This year the 
week will promote health 
issues and include over 500 
events. For details, tel: 020 
7566 7608, e-mail: 
mail@carersweek.org 

e For information about the 
Young Carers Festival, 29 
June-1 July, in Southampton, 
or to find out about your 
nearest Young Carers 
Project, tel: 01962 711511, 
hax: 01962°711512. 

e For information and the 
chance to chat with other 
young carers, visit 
www.youngcarers.hants. 
org.uk 


friend there. It’s nice to get 
away from home and do stuff 
that other people in my class 
do all the time. We do lots of 
activities and also go on trips. 
Last year I went to the Young 
Carers Festival organised by the 
Children’s Society and YMCA 


MAX ALEXANDER 


Fairthorne Manor. There were 
about 700 other young carers 
there. We slept in tents on our 
own, and stayed up chatting and 
laughing all night. I really 
enjoyed it — it was fun and it 
was good to meet other people 
in my situation. 

Pm really looking forward to 
this year’s festival — there’ll be 
about 1,000 young carers there. 

Last year some friends and I 
sang in front of everyone. I'd 
like to be a famous singer or 
actress when I grow up and, 
when that happens, I’ll make 
sure the whole world knows 
about young carers. 


New Kensington-S 


All together now: last year’s festival attracted 700 young people — and it was great fun, says Amy 


Carer’s voice 19 


Its nice to get away from home’ 


How does a young Carer juggle home, school and childhood? Amy, 12, talks about life with her mum and sister 
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Comfort Footwear 


WIDE FITTING FOOTWEAR MADE To Fit 
PEOPLE WITH PROBLEM FEET 


e STOCK RANGE ¢ SPECIAL FITTING 

¢ ODD SIZES e 4 PAIRS AVAILABLE 
¢ WASHABLE TEXTILES AND SOFT LEATHERS 
¢ LIGHTWEIGHT HARD WEARING 

¢ INDOOR/OUTDOOR SOLES 


BROCHURE AVAILABLE 
Made in our own factory in Derbyshire 
Suppliers to NHS Trust And Chiropodists 
Tel: 01283 225540 Fax: 01283 225548 


252 Burton Road, Woodville 
Swadlincote, Derbyshire DE11 7JR 


@ 
eRtider 


working together 


RING NOW FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION ON 


015536 
443888 


FREERIDER (UK) LTD, EARLSTREES COURT, 
EARLSTREES ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
CORBY, NORTHANTS. 

NN17 4AX 


FAX: 01536 443999 


www. freerider.co.uk 
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‘. In Tribute 
to a Great Show..... 


“HUGE” Discounts Now Available 
on all Pre-owned Fiat Fiorinos 
& Ford Couriers 


RENAULT KANGOO 


VW CARAVELLE 


a from...£17,999 
to..£18,999” 


MERCEDES VITO & V CLASS 


SVotability’ 


ACCREDITED 


“This is a trademark of Motability: registered charity number 299745 used under licence 


“Uy” SALES HOTLINE: 0845 7413348 


UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD. Unit 2, Royd Mill, Dyehouse Lane, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 ILL 
Tel: 01484 4.00795 ° Fax: 01484 4.00796 


AIM) # Now ore. website: www unimob.co-uk > 
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he Suzuki Life is an 

exciting new vehicle 

specifically designed to 
be driven from a wheelchair. 

The Jubilee Automotive 
Group has produced the Life 
using the Suzuki Wagon R+, 
which is aptly called a compact 
car —it’s only 11ft 6in long, Sft 
4in wide and Sft 7in high. 

The instant appeal of the 
Life is that it looks good — it’s 
definitely not an adapted van. 

l used a manual wheelchair 
for my test-drive and needed 
) help to get up the ramp, but 
Jubilee plans to fix handrails to 

make it easier. Powered 
wheelchair users have an 
advantage — Christine 


‘The instant appeal of 
the Life is that it looks 
good — it’s definitely not 
an adapted van’ 


Chidzomba from Birmingham 
in her Puma, who had a spin in 
the Life before me, had no 
difficulty getting in and out. 
With practice, I was told, you 
can get in and drive away in not 
much more than 20 seconds. As 
a first-timer, it took me rather 
longer. But once I got in, there 
was loads of space and I found 
the driving position very good. 
The Suzuki is powered by a 
1.3 litre engine with automatic 
transmission. This one was 
fitted with Guido Simplex 
accelerator and brake hand 
controls, which I found easy to 
use. Mike Holland, joint 
managing director of Jubilee, 
was to navigate and, after the 


Tardis: plenty of room inside 


wheelchair was secured, we set 
off on a short trip. 

After a cautious start, I soon 
got the measure of the controls 
and Mike let me loose on some 
speedier stretches of dual 
carriageway. | was surprised 
how nippy the Life was. The 
acceleration was good, the 
gearbox smooth and the 
braking very positive. I felt 
completely secure in the 
wheelchair driving position and 
would have been happy to 
carry on driving. 

Getting the vehicle to be so 
wheelchair friendly required 
imagination. Lowering the 
floor by seven inches was just 
one of the major challenges 
faced by Mike and his team. 
The fuel tank, exhaust and 
braking lines all had to be 
moved to the passenger side, 
and the gearbox console taken 
off the floor and relocated. The 
rear seats had to be taken out, 
but a fold-down seat can be 
fixed behind the front 
passenger seat if necessary. 

Crucial factors in any 
wheelchair driver or passenger 
car are the entry height, the 
amount of headroom, and the 
front and side vision. The Life 
has good vision, floor-to-ceiling 
space of 4ft 8in and an entry 
height of just slightly less. 

Wheelchairs will need to be 
modified to use one of the 
locking systems. 

The tailgate and ramp are 
operated by a key-fob control 
with a range of over 30 yards. 
The ramp is 44in long and its 
highest point is 7.5in from the 
ground. A lowered suspension 
is available to reduce the 
gradient. The ramp has sensors 
and will stop if it meets an 
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Nippy number: the Life is small but surprisingly speedy 


Life in the fast lane £4 


Joe Hennessey takes a nippy trip in the Life, Jubilee’s new drive-from-wheelchair Car 


obstruction, although it will 
work if it encounters heavy 
snow, for instance. 

Jubilee has invested 
substantially in the Life, which 
is the first drive-from- 
wheelchair small car. It 
will, I am sure, attract a great 
deal of interest. 

What about cost? The price 
tag is likely to be in the region 
of £20,000, which is not cheap, 
but existing drive-from- 
wheelchair vehicles can cost 
much more than that. 

For me, the Life is a most 
welcome car which will really 
extend opportunities for 
severely disabled people. I rate 
it very highly indeed. 

Christine Chidzomba’s 
verdict? “Total independence.” 
Joe Hennessey is vice chairman 
of the Disabled Drivers’ 
Association. 
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This is the Life! Joe gets behind the wheel, ready for a spin 
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the driving seat 


Motoring supplement 


Last year’s progress 


What’s happening 
Roadshow preview 
The Aixam 
Motoring info 

How it works 

How they affect you 


What’s available 


DLA is still a problem 


PHILIP HILL 


Driving experiences 


Life will be at the Mobility 
Roadshow (see p4). Contact 
Jubilee, tel: 0121 502 2252. 


Treat your back 


Freedom and 
Mobility with ELAP 


Now there’s no need to @ Simply replaces your 
dread that car journey. ginal car seat 

Let ELAP transform 
your life by providing 
the freedom and 
bility our rotating 
r seat promises. 


Otating car seat 


® Specifically designed 
for 2 or 4 door 
vehicles 

@ Easy to install 

® Original seat may be 
refitted when required 


MAKES ENTERING AND LEAVING 
YOUR CAR EASY! 


A range of easy to use, Ks 
innovative hand 28 
controls | 


: DI Guidosimplex 
that make driving “et 


Vacuum and 
electronic 
automatic 

clutch systems 
l available to 
mere |. a , Fg ; convert 
manual gear 
nt change to 


Electronic Ring §j Mechanical Under semi- 
Wheel Accelerator automatic 


@ Fitted over @ Replaces existing Simple radial action 
steering wheel steering wheel incorporating brake 
@ Retains air bag @ Airbag removed lever 
B® Conventional @ Conventional For your nearest fitter contact: 


driving option driving option 

ELAP encincerine LiMiTED - DEPT DN ELAP ) 
Fort St., Accrington, Lancs BB5 1QG. Tel: 01254 871599 ( 

Fax: 01254 389992. E-mail: mail@elap.co.uk Web: www.elap.co.uk 


TEL: 01254 871599 FOR MORE INFORMATION 


@ Fitted under 
steering wheel 

@ Retains air bag 

B® Conventional 
driving option 
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Motoring supplement 


ver the past year there 
() have been several 

developments in access 
to public transport. 


Building on the 1998 Rail 


Accessibility Regulations to 


ensure all new trains and trams 
are accessible, similar 
regulations for buses and 
coaches took effect last year. 

They require that new buses 
and coaches used on local or 
scheduled services are 
designed to meet the needs of 
disabled people. For buses 

except very small ones) this 
includes wheelchair access. 
For coaches, wheelchair access 
will not be required until 
2005, but other improvements 
are already in force. 

There is also clear 
commitment in the Department 
for the Environment, Transport 
and the Regions (DETR)’s ten- 
year transport plan that 
“building in accessibility for 
disabled people in all new 
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The wheels of progress 


Access to public transport has been improved over the last year, says the Mobility and 


Inclusion Unit at the Department for the Environment, Transport and the Regions 


Transports of joy: Manchester’s Metro tram — last year’s regulations 
mean most new buses and coaches must now be accessible, too 


investment is a condition of 
public money being spent.” And 
local authorities have been 
shown, through local transport 
plans, the emphasis which the 
DETR expects them to give to 
mobility needs. 

More and more disabled 
people are travelling by air and 
the DETR is consulting on a 
Code of Practice which has 
been drawn up in consultation 


with the travel industry, airlines 
and airports, and the Disabled 
Persons Transport Advisory 
Committee. It will establish 
recommendations for the 
standards of service and 
facilities which disabled people 
can expect. The DETR has 
undertaken to make the code 
compulsory if necessary. The 
European Commission is 
drawing up a Charter on Air 


Caravelle 


Passenger Rights, including 
specific commitments by the 
aviation industry to meet the 
needs of disabled people. 

The DETR is committed to 
implementing other transport 
recommendations made by the 
Disability Rights Task Force, to 
strengthen access legislation. 
One new area will be access 
requirements for hire car and 
breakdown services. 

The blue badge scheme 
continues to generate much 
comment. A review of the 
scheme is now well under way. 
The views of disabled people 
have been fed into a discussion 
paper which will be published 
shortly and on which the DETR 
will be consulting widely. 

There have been comments 
about the length of time the 
review is taking, but it is vital 
that the right decisions are 
made. That means taking the 
time to look thoroughly at all 
the views expressed, particularly 
those from disabled people. 

Another issue that concerns 
disabled people is the prospect 


of congestion-charging 


Creating new horizons with Invatravel 


As a long established 
company, Invatravel has 
years of experience providing 
for the needs of people 

with disabilities. 


e Various access options available 

e Rear access, ramp or lift, including 
lowering suspension 

Prices from £17,950 on the road 

e Conversions for independent drivers 
Underfloor ramps or hydraulic side lifts 


e 6-way drivers seat, remote door 
and lift operation 


Caddy 


passenger 


Power steering and driver's airbag 
e Tinted glass, electric windows 

and door mirrors 
e¢ Remote central locking 
e 1.6 petrol or 1.9 SDI or TDI 

diesel engines 
e Lowered floor for rear ramp access 
Seats up to four plus wheelchair 


Prices from £13,595 ‘S’ model 

to £14,490 ‘SE’ model 

e ‘SE’ model includes air-conditioning 
and metallic paint 


See us at the Mobility Roadshow: 15-17 June, stand OS20/21 
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schemes. In London, where the 
Mayor is already developing 
firm proposals for such a 
scheme, disabled people are 
being consulted. 

Nationally, where charging 
schemes are introduced, some 
form of concession or 
exemption will be introduced 
for disabled people who are 
dependent on the private car 
for day-to-day mobility. 

Finally, it is worth noting the 
changes in eligibility for VAT 
relief on vehicles adapted to 
carry a wheelchair user. The 
range of adaptations bringing a 
vehicle into the zero-rated 
category has been extended to 
reflect vehicle developments. 

A vehicle can now qualify 
for relief provided that its 
design or permanent 
adaptation allows the 
wheelchair user to enter the 
vehicle and travel as a driver or 
passenger, whether or not in 
their wheelchair. The previous 
limitation on the number of 
seats in the vehicle has also 
been increased to 12 in total, 
including the wheelchair user. 


INVATRAVEL 
CONVERSIONS LTD 
Established 1983 


97 Lytham Road, 
Southport, 
Merseyside PR9 9UG 


Telephone: 01704 506608 
Fax: 01704 506607 
E-mail: sales@invatravel.com 
www.invatravel.com 


www.scoot.co.uk/ 
invatravel_conversions 


Caddy now on 
contract hire scheme 
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Commercial 
Vehicles 


Recognised Convertor 
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erger on 


the cards 


Two of the largest groups for 
disabled motorists may join 
forces to create a single organi- 
sation with a “stronger and 
more powerful voice.” 

The Disabled Drivers’ 
Motor Club (DDMC) and the 
Disabled Drivers’ Association 
(DDA) have described merger 
talks as “positive.” 

Paul Talbot, chair of the 
DDMCG, said: “It seems sensi- 
ble to combine our resources to 
provide a better service to 
members and have a stronger 
campaigning voice.” 

DDA chair Denise Webber 
added: “The idea of a merger 
isn’t new, and hopefully this 
time it will happen if that is 
what the members want.” 

Members of both organisa- 
tions will vote on the proposal 
at their annual general meet- 
ings. A decision should be made 
before the end of the year. 

Morigue Cornwell, director 
of the Queen Elizabeth Found- 
ation Mobility Centre, said: “I 
think it’s great because, if it 
goes ahead, we will get the best 
of two good organisations.” 


Car converters 
team up for 
extra confidence 


Six of the major car conversion 
companies have joined together 
to create a code of practice to 
ensure high standards of service 
for disabled people. 

The Wheelchair Accessible 
Vehicle Converters Association 
(WAVCA) aims to improve 
the quality and safety of trans- 
port for wheelchair users 
and enhance customer care 
throughout the industry. 

WAVCA chair Rod 
Brotherwood, of Brotherwood 
Automobility, said the associa- 
tion aimed to give people confi- 
dence that their car had been 
converted to a high standard. 

“We want to see customers 
getting the right advice and a 
properly converted vehicle,” he 
added. 

WAVCA also includes Con- 
stables, Gowrings, Lewis Reed, 
Widnes and Universal Mobility. 

Paul Gambrell, technical 
director of the car lease charity 
Motability, said: “It’s encourag- 
ing that suppliers have set up a 
professional body.” 


The Minister for Transport 
was unable to write for DN’s 
motoring supplement this year 
because of election rules. 


—— 


Working on awareness: the RAC has launched a disability awareness course 


peste , : ae 
a <6 aS 


as part of basic training for 


all its patrol staff and key contractors. Training about offensive terminology to be avoided and how to 
prevent discrimination has been included for 1,290 servicemen and 150 contractors. wiww.rac.co.uk 


DN has joined 
forces with the 
UK’s leading dis- 
anes ability motoring 
access with the 


Pree | Organisations, 


the Disabled 
Drivers’ Assoc- 
iation (DDA) and the Disabled 
Drivers’ Motor Club (DDMC), 
to tackle the abuse of orange 
badges and disabled parking 
spaces. 

The campaign follows 
mounting evidence that dis- 
abled drivers are furious about 
the raw deal they are getting. 
The 2001 RAC motoring sur- 
vey includes 104 disabled dri- 
vers, 88 per cent of whom feel 
strongly that there is misuse of 


orange badges. Eighty per cent 
of them want fines of up to 
£1,000 for offending drivers. 

Deo SelemmReportimon 
Motoring quoted by the RAC 
found that 12 per cent of all 
drivers admitted they would 
use a borrowed disabled badge 
to go shopping and seven per 
cent said they would park in a 
disabled parking bay if it were 
the only space left. 

Douglas Campbell, execu- 
tive director of the DDA, said: 
“We will first target supermar- 
kets and retail centres. All we 
are asking for is good manage- 
ment. We want firms to stop 
the abuse of spaces, put in good 
signage and make sure bays are 


Parking pressure 


in the right places.” 

Ed Passant, DDMC chief 
executive, added: The key 
issue for our members is being 
unable to find a parking space 
close enough to where they 
want to go, and abuse of dis- 
abled parking bays compounds 
the problem.” 

DN editor Mary Wilkinson 
said: “A Government review of 
orange badges was promised at 
the end of 1999 and we are still 
waiting for the report. Our 
readers are losing patience.” 
Send your comments to DN 
Parking Campaign, 6 Market 
Road, London N7 9PW, fax: 
020 7619 7331, or e-mail: 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 
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Mobility Centre 
director did 
‘phenomenal’ 
job in 34 years 


Morigue Cornwell, director 
of the Queen Elizabeth 
Foundation Mobility Centre, 
formerly Banstead Mobility 
Centre, will retire at the end of 
June after 34 years. 

She said she had seen many 
changes in the mobility world 
in that time. 

“Disabled people have much 
higher expectations of indepen- 
dence, and the technology now 
is just amazing,” she added. 

Douglas Campbell, execu- 
tive director of the Disabled 
Drivers’ Association, said: “She 
has done a phenomenal job 
and has changed the mobility 
centre industry into a true pro- 
fession with standards.” 

Sascha von Lieven-Knapp 
take from Ms 
Cornwell. She is currently occu- 


will over 
pational therapy services man- 
ager for Epsom and St Helier 
NHS ‘Trust. 

See also comment, p13. 


If you would like to learn more 
about BP please telephone 
our Distribution Services on 
0870 241 3269 for a free copy 
of our audio cassette which 
gives highlights from our 
Annual Report 2000. 
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. ant to find out about 
buying a new car, get 
some information 


about driving or simply look at 


some dream wheels? Well, the 
Mobility Roadshow takes place 
15-17 June and it looks as 
though there will be plenty to 
see there this year. 

As DN went to press we 
were receiving news every day 
from exhibitors, many of 
whom have very exciting plans 
for this year’s show. 

There will be lots of cars to 
look at, climb in, try out for 
loading your wheelchair and 
test-drive. The vast majority 
will be fitted with hand 
controls. 

Peugeot will have the brand- 
new 307 available to test-drive. 
This car is so new that it is at 
the Roadshow before some 
dealers get it. This will be your 
chance to check out Peugeot’s 
claims that it is one of the 
biggest cars in its class, offering 
outstanding passenger comfort, 
superb head- and legroom, and 
exceptional storage space. An 
air-conditioned glovebox is 
standard on most versions to 
keep drinks cool! 

Vauxhall will have the new 
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Gear up for a great show 


€,» CHARTWELL @, 
INSURANCE 


DISABLED DRIVER INSURANCE BUREAU 


Established over 30 years 


Shown below are just some of the special facilities available 


Motor insurance including adapted vehicles 


Legal protection cover included with the option of 
including RAC cover for £49 


Household buildings and contents cover 


Travel insurance 


Wheelchairs including scooters and powerchairs 


Commercial insurance 


For a competitive quotation, contact us on: 


020 8958 0900 


Visa, Mastercard and Switch cards are accepted 
Chartwell House, 292-294 Hale Lane, Edgware, Middx HA8 8NP. 


Don’t miss the Mobility Roadshow, says DN’s motoring correspondent Douglas Campbell 


Corsa available for the first 
time for test-drives with hand 


controls. They should also have 


the Easytronic gearbox on 
show, combining the best in 
automatic and manual 
performance. Vauxhall is now 
the largest supplier to the 
Motability scheme, and you 
can expect to see a wide range 
of vehicles and meet some very 
knowledgeable and helpful 
people on their stand. 

Ford will be there, together 
with its MAGIC information 


service. As the company tries to 


overtake Vauxhall in the 
Motability scheme, it is sure to 
be offering a wide range of 
vehicles. On its stand you will 
also be able to see the 1.4 Focus 
rally car that is to take part in 
the Himalayan Challenge to 
help raise funds for Motability. 

Drivelodge is keeping its 
fingers crossed that its newly 
designed, coach-built motor 
home will be ready for the 
Roadshow. This features a rear 
lift for wheelchairs or scooters, 
easy access to the shower/toilet 
and wide aisles. The Italian 
one-piece body is being 
mounted on a Mercedes 
Sprinter chassis so the vehicle 
can have automatic 
transmission. 

Gowrings makes those 
wonderful Chairman vehicles 
that can carry a disabled 
passenger sitting in their 


As new as new can be: the Peugeot 307 claims to be one of the roomiest cars in its class 


wheelchair. It will be showing a 
range of vehicles, including the 
new Chairman Voyager. One 
has recently been supplied to 
Tristar to provide a first-class, 
door-to-door service for 
wheelchair users travelling 
upper class on Virgin Atlantic. 
But the Roadshow is not all 
cars. There will be wheelchairs 
and conversions firms, not to 
mention many information 
services, including the Disabled 
Drivers’ Association and the 
Disabled Drivers’ Motor Club. 
There is plenty of shelter 
from sun or rain in the 
exhibition halls. Bring your own 
picnic or use the wide choice of 
catering outlets. You will also 


find plenty of accessible toilets. 
As well as the important 
business of test-drives and 
visiting the stands, there are go- 
karts, skid cars, entertainment, 


competitions, prizes and a 
créche. Bring the whole family 
and make a day out of it. Grab 
a show guide as soon as you 
arrive so that you have a map 


Voyage, voyage: Gowrings will be showing the Chairman Voyager 


DO YOU HAVE MOBILITY PROBLEMS? 
WE CAN HELP 


Lefertyle 


tailored independence to suit your individual needs... 


¥ Chrysler Voyager Entervan - wheelchair accessible vehicle 


plus other makes 


V Lifestyle electric wheelchairs 


/ Boot mounted hoists 


¥Y Vehicle conversions including 


drive-from-the-wheelchair 
Y Swivel seats 


/¥ Carony wheelchair systems 
/ Lightening of power assisted steering 
VY Home assessments and demonstrations 


S/Yotability 


ACCREDITED 


Steering Development Ltd 


Unit 5, Eastman Way, Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 7HF 
Tel: (+44) 01442 212918, Fax: (+44) 01442 240254, 
E-mail: enquiries@steeringdevelopments.co.uk 
Website: www.steeringdevelopments.co.uk 


SEE US AT THE MOBILITY ROADSHOW - ADAPS STAND 


and can find anything you 
particularly want to see. 

But my main advice is not to 
miss this year’s show — there are 
lots of great things to see and 
it’s a perfect opportunity to get 
information. Don’t forget — it’s 
12 months until the next one. 


e This year the show is back 
at the Transport Research 
Laboratory at Crowthorne 
in Berkshire, 15-17 June. 

e@ Opening hours are 10am- 
6pm on Friday and Saturday 
and 10am-4pm on Sunday. 

e From junction 10 on the 
M4 or junction 3 on the M3 
just follow the signs for 
Bracknell until you see AA 
signs for the Roadshow. 

e Parking and admission is 
free and you do not need a 
ticket. Wheelchair loans can 
be arranged through Keep 
Able, tel: 01784 440044. 

e For full Roadshow details, 
tel: 0870 770 3222, 
www.justmobility.co.uk/ 
roadshow 

e Bring your driving licence 
if you want to try cars out. 
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’S NEVER BEEN 
AS 


Deciding which one is the hard part. All Peugeot models 
are designed with the less able in mind. Whichever one 
: you choose you can be sure that it will be competitively 
priced and backed by a Nationwide dealer network. And 
on selected models there’s a nil initial rental. For further 
details contact your local dealer or call our ‘Motability’ 
specialists on 08459 455 466 or visit www.peugeot.co.uk 


PEUGEOT G fotability 
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he search for one or 

more small vehicles to 

replace the invalid tricy- 
cles which will all be with- 
drawn by 31 March 2003 has 
led to a great deal of interest in 
a French-made microcar, the 
Aixam Evolution, now being 
imported into the UK. 

The Aixam will be launched 
at the Mobility Roadshow. 
Unlike the Suzuki Wagon R+ 
(see page 1) and the Dutch- 
manufactured Canta, which 
featured in DN’s motoring 
supplement last year, the 
Aixam is not a drive-from- 
wheelchair car. 

It actually started life as a 
three-wheeler in 1975 and 


d : y Be. < 
ae, 


The invalid tricycle will be a thing of the past by April 2003 so what will take its place? 


Joe Hennessey tries out one of the contenders, the Aixam Evolution 


Will this replace the trike? 


o ye Pj 
& : ws = 


graduated to four wheels in 
1978. There have been a further 
eight models since then, the 


Not so user-friendly: loading the wheelchair poses a few problems 


Hard work: the Aixam Evolution failed to inspire Joe as far as acceleration was concerned 


latest of which is the Evolution, 
which I tested. 

The Aixam is powered by a 
479cc diesel engine and, 
although it only has a 3.5- 
gallon capacity, with a claimed 
consumption of 70 miles to the 
gallon you could travel 250 
miles on a full tank quite 
cheaply. With variable 
automatic transmission, it has 
only one gear position for 
going forward and another for 
reverse — I had great difficulty 
getting the lever to engage in 
reverse. 

Transferring from my 
wheelchair to the driver’s seat 


Discover new 


Horizons with 


was no problem, but only 
because the seat had been 
artificially raised six inches by 
the addition of two cushions. I 
also needed that extra height to 
drive the Aixam. The absence 
of a variable height adjustable 
seat is disappointing. 

Fortunately, I didn’t need to 
move the seat forward or back; 
despite pulling the lever, I could 
not get it to budge. But it did 
almost fully recline, which was 
essential as I have to lift in my 
folded wheelchair. However, I 
could not then sit it on the 
front passenger seat because 
that has no reclining 


Marquis 


AVE : bilit 
or rd Ul E S m  @ z : y The UK’s largest dealer network 


The Horizon has been thoughtfully and expertly 
designed to help you make the most of your travels 
in both comfort and safety. 


Marquis 
Hampshire 
Winchester Road 
Lower Upham Poole 
Nr. Southampton Dorset 
Hampshire S032 1HA BH12 40N 


01489 860666 01202 738 777 


Marquis 
Dorset 


41-45 Old Wareham Rd 


Marquis 
Gloucestershire 
Mill Avon Holiday Park 
Gloucester Road 
Tewkesbury 
Gloucestershire GL20 5SW 


01684 296 222 


Marquis 
Surrey 

Pantiles Park 
London Road (A30) 
Bagshot, Surrey 
GU19 SHN 


01276 452 111 


Whether you just want the vehicle’s standard features, 


including recessed wheelchair tracking, grab 
handles and quicklock clamps, or the ultimate ease 
of an optional Powermatic access passenger lift - 
the Horizon has it all. 


Optional 
Powermatic 


ccesS 
passenger lift 


Call our free phone number for more information on 
the Horizon and ask for details of our VAT free 
purchase scheme and flexible finance packages. 


Marquis 
Berkshire 
Oxford Road 
Chieveley 


Marquis 
Sussex 
Eastbourne Road 
Golden Cross 
Nr. Newbury East Sussex 
Berkshire RG20 8RU BN27 4AN 


01635 248 888 01825 873 377 


Marquis 
Lancashire 

Riversway Leisure Village 
Chain Caul Road 

Preston Docklands 

Preston Lancashire PR2 2XR 


01772 731 313 


Marquis 
Hertfordshire 
Greenlawns, Luton Road 
Kinsbourne Green 
Harpenden 

Herts AL5 3NF 


01582 713 094 


For further information call our national free phone sales line 08000 26 77 77, your local Marquis dealership or visit our website 
www.marquismotorhomes.co.uk 


Marquis Motorhomes is part of the Auto-Sleepers Group 


Marquis Motorhomes wishes to offer its customers the widest possible range of motorhomes, however, not all franchises advertised are 
available at every location. Please call our national free phone sales line on 08000 26 77 77 for details of the models held at each branch 


mechanism, and the only way I 
could stow it was in the back of 
the car with the rear seat taken 
out and, even then, with great 
difficulty. As a result, no 
passengers could be carried in 
the back. 

Out on the road it was quite 
hard work. The Aixam is 
slower and more sluggish than 
the trike, but one good selling 
point could be that you would 
be extremely unlikely to break 
urban speed limits, even on full 
throttle! I was anxious when 
trying to join, or worse still 
cross, a major road in busy 
traffic conditions because of 
the virtually non-existent 
acceleration. Emergency 
braking was not nearly as 
positive as I would expect it to 
be, even with full pressure 
exerted. Steering is not power 


‘| was anxious when 
trying to join, or worse 
still cross, a major 

road in busy traffic 
conditions because of 
the virtually non-existent 
acceleration’ 


assisted and whilst, with a 
lightweight car, that is not a 
problem most of the time, I did 
find it difficult when applying 
full right or left-hand lock at 
slow speed. 

The two front doors are 
electronically released and 
closed using a key fob, but, to 
open, there is a further manual 
catch to operate and this might 
be a problem for people with 
reduced strength or dexterity. 

The engine was rather noisy 
and there was a lot of vibration 
when the car was standing still. 
It was much less noticeable 
when the car was being driven. 

The Aixam is an attractive- 
looking car and is also well 
equipped. It is likely to cost 
around £7,000. But my overall 
verdict is that it will not prove 
to be as user-friendly for many 
disabled people as we had 
hoped it would be. 

The search, it seems, is not 


yet over. 
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o you ever get pains in 
D your back when you’re 
driving? Try using a heat and 
massage cushion. It’s con- 
trolled using a small handset 
and includes an adapter for use 


Back bonus: relieve driving aches 
with a heat and massage cushion 


at home and in the office. 
£39.99 from Halfords, tel: 0845 
762 6625. 


f you’ve broken down, plug a 
eee beacon light into 
your cigarette lighter and put it 
in a prominent position in or 
on your car. Excellent for sum- 
moning help or for giving your 
car that Starsky and Hutch 
look. £12.95 from Save and 
Drive, tel: 0191 521 0387, e-mail: 
info@saveanddrive.co.uk 


ate losing your way? One 
ee is to install an on- 
board navigation system. Tell 
the machine where you want to 
go and the system, comprising 
a DVD reader and monitor, 
will show you the easiest route. 
Systems start at about £900 
and monitors at £500, 
www.caralarmuk.com 


[ete want 
something a 


bit cheaper, try 
the AA’s 
Milemaster Plus 
Britain 2001 CD-ROM. It can 
plot routes on mainland Britain 
and will even show you where 
to stop for food or an overnight 
stay. An internet connection is 
needed. £39.99, tel: 0870 600 
0371, www.theaa.com 


he Disabled Drivers’ 

Association’s online route 
planner works out journeys to 
anywhere in Britain, Ireland or 
Europe and gives you a step-by- 
step printout of your trip. 
www.dda.org.uk/routeplanner 


[; you have RAC membership, 
it might be good to add the 
Onward Travel option to your 


[<dC 


breakdown cover. It gives you a 
personal incident manager who 
can help with overnight accom- 
modation and onward travel, 


Anew Ford Foc 
attendant Carchair sy 


Get ready for the road 


Planning a route or need something to make driving comfier? Dan Batten has the answer 


among other things. Tel: 0870 572 
2722, website: www.rac.co.uk 


he Forum of Mobility 

Centres is a nationwide 
network which helps elderly 
and disabled people achieve 


ith 
us complete wit 
stem from £14,051 
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independent mobility as dri- 
vers, passengers and wheelchair 
users. Centres offer advice and 
assessments. The range of ser- 
vices varies, but all centres offer 
test-drives in adapted vehicles. 
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tel: 01344 661000, website: 


www.justmobility.co.uk/forum 


For details of your nearest centre, 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES - 
BUILT UP TO A STANDARD NOT DOWN TO PRICE 


SVpotability 


ACCREDITED 


“This is a trademark of Motability: 
registered charity no; 299745 used under licence 


constal 


7D 


Please contact us for a full brochure pack 
tel: 01323 767574 fax: 01323 767603 email: info@constablesitd.com 


THE FLEXIBLE SPECIALISTS PROVIDING THE ANSWERS 
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Where do you sit? 


wheelchair passenger 
travels on a low level plane 
as part of the family group 


Kangoo from £13,637.96 - Petrol 1.4 RN 


oe 
| 
L - Manual 5 speed or Automatic, Diesel available. Low & Level floor 


a m (61” flat floor conversion) with 58” headroom 


OW-LEVEL FL 


Berlingo Com pact from £13,989.55 Diesel 1.9i 


Petrol 1.4i - Manual 5 speed and Automatic available. 
Low & Level floor (61” flat floor conversion) with 57” headroom 


Sharan With standard roof (54” headroom) Low & Level 
floor (52” flat floor conversion) from £26,264.40 


(2.0 ’S’ petrol, manual 6 speed) 
Including raised roof (59” headroom) 


from £27,714.40 


(2.0’S’ petrol, manual 


See the unveiling of the 
‘new solution’ at the 
Mobility Road Show 2001 
June 15th - 17th 
T.R.L. Crowthorne, Berkshire. 


ey 
> NEW OR USED > PERSONAL AFTER PHELP WITH eu BROTHERWOOD 
wheelchair accessible vehicles SALES SERVICE FINANCE N 
for the life of the vehicle (4.75% interest P.A.F. A ESE Ee a Re 
> INSURANCE eee ae Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DTg 6QP 
- the choice of utilising our > SHORT & LONG > BUY-BACK Tel: 01 8 260 » Fax: 01035 8728 ae 
own policy (Underwritten by CGU) TERM HIRE SERVICE 1935 7 3 935 07 3 
or Contract Lease gs eas ie: 


| SM otability 


ACCREDITED | 


Brotherwood conversion of 
the Volkswagen Sharan. 
V.C.A. Type Approval No. 


rotherwood conversion - Citroén 
Berlingo. 3 door V.C.A. Type 

Approval No. LC334/A/035. 5 door 
| THE MARK OF AguaLITY Type Approval under aaa" 


Brotherwood conversion of the 
Renault Kangoo. Diesel and 
Automatic available. V.C.A. 


THE MARK OF A QUALITY | 
SAK OEN GY Type Approval under application. 


Brotherwood conversion n of the r 
W Caravelle is registered with | 
a Ministries Approval Certificate | 

THE MARK OF A QUALITY on aS bees VA. ssa 


CONVERSION 
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Old problem? 


A new solution! 


See the unveiling of the ‘new 
solution’ at the Mobility Road 
Show 2001 June 15th, 16th and 
17th at T.R.L. Crowthorne, 
Berkshire. 


OPTIMUM SPACE & VIEWING AREA — PRACTICALITY AND USABILITY COMFORT AND RIDE QUALITY INNOVATIVE DESIGN 


BROTHERWOOD 7 ”*ew: 


AUT O MO Belnetietey LieM LT ED 


Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP + Tel: 01935 872603 + Fax: 01935 872853 
e-mail: sales@brotherwood.com » www.brotherwood.com 
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Motability makes 
great efforts to give 
good value, says 
Simon Knighton 


otability, which 
| \ / leases cars to 
disabled people, has 


been out and about talking to 
customers. This is not a new 
approach, but the results of 
recent, in-depth research have 
been surprising. 

Significantly, many people 
were not aware of the good 
value the scheme represents, 
and the efforts we are making 
to achieve this. 

Motability offers a trouble- 
free motoring package which is 
nearly half the cost of any 
equivalent. There are a number 
of cars available on contract 
hire for around £30 per week; if 
the lease amount is less than 


Motability gets you moving 


Satisfied customer: Pat Schorah, from Essex, who has a Motability car 


the customer’s entitlement to 
Disability Living Allowance, 
which is used as payment, 
Motability takes the agreed 
amount and pays the balance 
to that person. The lease cost 
includes insurance, roadside 
assistance and servicing. We get 
good prices because of our 
purchasing power and because 
we keep costs down. 
Customers often tell us that 
they would have no other 
affordable means of mobility. 


The collective power of 
disabled people buying through 
the scheme makes them the 
single largest purchaser of new 
vehicles in Britain today. Every 
day, an average of 500 people 
get a new car through 
Motability, which they will 
have for three years before 
changing for another new one. 

Many people are not aware 
that Motability is a charity. 
Over 50 per cent assume we are 
a government agency. This 


misapprehension carries with it 
assumptions of bureaucracy 
and “facelessness”, but also 
automatic entitlement or 
endless funding availability. 

The scheme is funded from 
lease money, and central 
administration costs are kept as 
low as possible. As a charity, 
Motability gives charitable 
grants as well as operating a 
fund on behalf of the 
Government. There is never 
enough money, although we 
have had some success recently 
in encouraging the Government 
to put its fund on a more 
sustainable footing. 

Motability is a unique, non- 
profit-making organisation 
involving the charitable, public 
and private sectors. We work to 
meet a social objective and put 
our customers at the centre of 
our business. In the coming 
months we will be increasing 
our efforts to ensure that the 
scheme’s benefits are better 
understood. 

Recently there have been 
changes to the way the scheme 
operates with manufacturers 
and dealers. For example, from 
1 March 2002 Motability is to 
take responsibility for reselling 
vehicles after their three-year 


lease. These changes are being — 
made to protect us from market 
instability, which has been 
particularly bad over the last 18 
months, with cost increases in 
every area. Further operating 
changes will increase our ability 
to support customers in keeping 
cars safe and serviceable. 

We have also recently 
adopted a more proactive 
stance with the Government 
and public policy makers. 
Motability’s knowledge of the 
motor market and the need for 
affordable transport is useful 
when legislative changes are 
being considered. 

This has proved an effective 
way of ensuring that the scheme 
and its customers are considered 
when national policy is being 
developed. For example, our 
influential voice has been heard 
in the debate about motor 
vehicle distribution and 
congestion-charging exemptions 
for disabled people. 

In 23 years Motability has 
grown into a scheme in which 
we can take pride. And we are 
making it even more effective. 
Simon Knighton is operations 
director at Motability. 
Motability, tel: 01279 635666, 
website: www.motability.co.uk 


run business. 


new models. 


© No VAT. 


on request. 


and Re 


Powerchairs promise you: 
e A caring service from a family 


e Unique price guarantee that you 
can’t buy cheaper anywhere. 

¢ Up to 8mph for road use. 

e Free home assessments. 

¢ Free 12 months insurance on 


¢ No driving license required. 
e Low deposit finance available 


For further help and advice FREEPHONE 


0800 0746834 


Freedom, Independence 
ability 

e We stock machines that carry up 
to 32 stone and can go from 


10-35 miles on one charge 
e Automatic battery charge 


included. 


e All major credit cards accepted. 


We buy second-hand electric 
wheelchairs and scooters. 


100s of nearly new machines in 
stock at prices to suit all pockets. 


Part exchanges welcome. 


PowerchairS 


Est 1982 


MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 
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Rising motoring 
costs are Causing 
severe problems for 
disabled drivers, 
says Ed Passant 


the weeks when I want 

to go and see my 
family.” “I used to be able to go 
further afield but now I restrict 
my travel.” “My quality of life 
has declined.” 


These were some typical 


GC [= fewer groceries in 


responses to a recent survey on 
the rising cost of motoring 
~ conducted by the Disabled 
_ Drivers’ Motor Club (DDMC). 
~ About 2,500 responses came 1n. 
The results make disturbing 
reading. A staggering 85 per 
cent of respondents believe the 
- Government is unfair to 
_ disabled motorists, with 71 per 
_ cent very strongly or strongly 
agreeing with this view. 
Sixty-six per cent of 
respondents said their personal 
mobility had been severely 
restricted by increases in 
motoring costs. A similar 
number felt more isolated 
as a result. 
Despite improvements in 
access to public transport most 


Mobile — at a cost 


rates with key elements of the 
cost of motoring over the last 
few years reveals a complex 
picture. The higher rate of the 
mobility component of 
Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA) increased by about ten 
per cent between January 1996 
and December 2000. Overall 
motoring costs increased by 18 
per cent over the same period, 
as did bus fares. Significant, but 


‘A staggering 85 per cent of respondents believe the 
Government is unfair to disabled motorists’ 


respondents felt they had to use 
their car for nearly all journeys. 

The survey spanned the 
whole range of disabled 
motorists. Some drivers did up 
to 20,000 miles a year, others 
less than 2,000. Some no longer 
drove themselves. Motability 
customers and private buyers 
were represented equally. 

So what are the facts about 
motoring costs? The 
Government has a much 
vaunted strategy of reducing 
retail car prices in the UK, so 
why the widescale perception of 
an ever-yawning gap between 
the cost of motoring and the 
incomes of disabled people? 

A comparison of benefit 


scarcely the devastating picture 
painted by survey respondents. 

But their concern becomes 
more understandable if running 
costs are examined. Fuel costs 
rose by roughly 40 per cent over 
the same period. Maintenance 
costs rose 25 per cent, and tax 
and insurance 39 per cent. 

The costs of new car 
purchase, however, fell by nine 
per cent, dragging down the 
overall figure. It is this that 
makes the picture look much 
rosier than it is. 

In fact, these capital costs 
may not be so significant for 
many disabled people. 
Motability customers have the 
advantages of large fleet 


SCOOTERS 


wheelchair & 
electric scooter lifts. 


Autochair™ 
Automatic 
wheelchair carrier 


PHONE FREE 


0800 214 045 


& PEOPLE. 


Platform’ Lift 


Tow bar 
Mounted Carrier 


Milford Lane, Bakewell Derbyshire DE45 1DX Tel: 01629 813493, Fax: 01629 814725 
Email: info@autochair.co.uk Web: www.autochair.co.uk 


Resounding results: DDMC staff member Traci Brace looks at some of the survey’s 2,500 responses 


discounts and therefore haven’t 
felt the impact of the 
Government’s shake-up of the 
retail car market. Other disabled 
people may drive older vehicles 
which are cheaper to buy but 
need more maintenance and are 
less fuel efficient. 

Even the reduction in new 
car prices is a double-edged 
sword for Motability lease 
customers. Second-hand values 
have fallen significantly, so the 
value of the vehicle at the end of 
the lease period is less. This can 
lead to higher overall scheme 
costs and tighter wear and tear 
rules. Many DDMC members 
report that minor bumps and 


scrapes which would have been 


accepted in the past now have 
to be rectified before the vehicle 
is returned. 

But is the picture all bleak? 
The survey showed that petrol 
or diesel prices are a critical 
element of most people’s 
disposable income. Fuel costs 
actually fell during the first 
quarter of this year and the 
Government has called an end 
to the “fuel escalator” that 
accelerated increases in fuel 
taxes. But crude oil prices are 
again on the rise and, in spite 
of record profits, petrol 
companies are likely to pass 
these increases on. The 
Government has reduced the 
vehicle excise duty (VED) on 
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smaller cars, but VED-exempt 
disabled people will not feel the 
benefit of this. 

How can the Government 
help? Respondents were almost 
unanimous in their belief that 
increases in the higher rate of 
the mobility component of 
DLA should reflect the real 
increases in motoring costs. 
People recognised that a tax 
rebate scheme is complex, but 
the vast majority felt that fuel 
taxes for disabled people were 
unfair and discriminatory. 

The idea of an extra annual 
payment was popular, but by 
far the most widely held view 
was that the needs of older 
disabled motorists were not 
being met by DLA and this 
situation needed urgent review. 

So what would people do if 
they had more money to spend 
on personal mobility? Among 
other things, a surprisingly large 
number said they would 
increase their voluntary work. 
Just the sort of active 
participation the Government 
says it would like to see. 

Ed Passant is chief executive of 
the DDMC. 


Kangoo Car Conversion 


With over 30 years experience of providing wheelchair accessible vehicles, 
we know what matters most to our customers when choosing a vehicle. 


Take a look at our Kangoo for instance. You might not think there would be 
much difference between ours and other conversions, but you would be wrong. 
With a lowered level floor, four seats as well as generous wheelchair passenger 
space, we believe we have created a vehicle of unrivalled practicality. 


The same careful consideration has been taken in the design and manufacture 
of our Expert and Vito accessible vehicles. If you would like an information 
pack, or a no obligation demonstration of any of our vehicles, telephone: 


01722 336048. 


MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 


FARADAY ROAD 


SALISBURY SP2 7NR 


S@Motability 


ACCRE D2 fe 
VEHICLE CONVERTER 
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y 2001 we might have 

expected our vehicles to 

resemble something out 
of science fiction films. 

But adaptations for vehicles, 
which enable people with 
disabilities to be independently 
mobile, have gone through a 
period of evolution rather than 
revolution. This evolution is 
driven by things like 
technology, people’s 
expectations and the increasing 
need for safety and comfort. 

Equipment to operate 
secondary controls, such as 


Barbara Hatton looks at improvements that have been made in the field of car adaptations. 


Evolution not revolution 


is important these days, too. 
The Guido Simplex electronic 
central ring accelerator, which 
operates the vehicle’s 
accelerator by hand, was 
changed after drivers reported 
difficulties. A common 
problem was that the ring 
obscured other instruments, 
including the speedometer. A 
change of shape and fixing, 
using two points instead of 
one, has alleviated these 
problems. 

The company will also 
launch a new joystick steering 
system at this year’s Mobility 
Roadshow. The joystick is 
different in that it is a hydraulic 
system, but it is better for the 
driver because it allows easy, 
more comfortable steering. 


‘Infrared switches, have been with us for years. Now 
more attention is being paid to how they are 
presented. Lodgesons and Reselco have both updated 
their equipment to make them look and work better’ 
Lee RE UO SE 2D PACERS OR ASN TOS SE 


indicators and wipers, has 
become more efficient. Infrared 
switches, which work like the 
remote control for your TV, 
have been with us for many 
years. Now more attention is 
being paid to how they are 
presented. Lodgesons and 
Reselco have both updated 
their equipment to make them 
look and work better. 

How the customer responds 


Joysticks help drivers who have 
very limited movement in their 
upper limbs or are very weak. 
The need for safety has led 
to many improvements in 
secondary design features in 
cars. Secondary safety tries to 
make the environment inside 
the car as safe as possible, so 
that if you are involved in an 
accident, the design features of 
the car should protect you, not 


cause unnecessary injury. Some 
manufacturers have changed 
and improved the design of 
hand controls, such as 
Techmobility and Jeff Gosling 
with the System III hand 
controls, which include foam 
padding around the rods. Hand 
controls operate the accelerator 
and brake via levers rather than 
foot pedals. 

Electronic technology can 
also play a part in improving 
safety by removing the need for 
fixed metal components inside 
a car. Alfred Bekker is 
introducing a new electronic 
accelerator and braking system 
at the Roadshow, for instance. 

Electronic Mobility Controls 
(EMC) have also improved 
their equipment. Changes have 
been made to the computing 
device responsible for the 
operation of the EMC 
accelerator and brake, mini 
steering wheel and four-way 
joystick systems. The new 
system, AEVIT (Advanced 
Electronic Vehicle Interface 
Technology), is said to be safer 
than its predecessor because it 
is all-digital. 

Despite changes in driving 
adaptations, it would be fair to 
say that, apart from cost, it is 
getting in and out of a car 
which often limit independence. 

Elap has worked for years 
on improving vehicle access for 
drivers and passengers by 
manufacturing and fitting 


Wheel improvement: Lodgesons has updated its infrared equipment 


swivel seats. It has a new 
sliding mechanism, which 
improves operation for the 
user — passenger or driver — 
and the carer. 

Again, with the improved 
safety systems in cars, the 
adaptation industry has had to 
work hard to produce 
equipment which is compatible 
with the original vehicle 
manufacturer’s safety systems. 
Seats these days have airbag 
triggering devices in them. 
Replacing the original seat with 
a swivel seat would render this 
system inoperable. However, 


affected by a si 


but what will 


happen when I'm 


discharged? 


Do you know how you would cope if your 
Myc ones needed the sort of five lee care 


| injury or life-long conditions from medical 


negligence can be traumatised in more than one Way. 


The medical assistance and support you receive in hospital needs to continue at 
home and in the community if you are able to achieve your optimum rehabilitation 


potential. 


Case Management is designed to facilitate this journey: 


° Acts as the principle support, assessing the need for and coordinating the 
activities of support workers and therapists. 


e Assists the litigation process for compensation by providing medical reports 


and evidence in Court. 


e Our Case Managers are experienced in Brain Injury, Cerebral Palsy, Paediatrics, 
Spinal Injury, Occupational Health, Trauma Units, The Elderly and General 


Nursing. 


If you are facing a problems through personal injury or medical negligence, please 


contact us for advice and support. 


Mainstay Life Services Ltd, Frontier House, Merchants Quay, Salford 


Quays, Manchester M5 2SR 


Contact Jean Davies on : 0161 886 2121 


G2 
EAC 


Mainstay Life Services 


es So) you towards a brighter future 


GIVE YOURSELF THE FREEDOM 
YOU DESERVE 


MERCEDES VITO OR ‘V’ CLASS 


CHOOSE FROM MERCEDES EXTENSIVE RANGE OF OPTIONS 
AND INTERBILITY WILL DO THE REST. 


DRIVE FROM A WHEELCHAIR OR 6-WAY POWERED SEAT. 
CHOICE OF HAND CONTROLS, LIGHTENED STEERING. 
ELECTRIC HAND BRAKE AND/OR GEAR SELECTOR. 
POWERED TAILGATE OR SIDE DOOR. 


POWERED LIFT, 


SIDE OR REAR. 


LOWERING SUSPENSION AND POWERED RAMP. 
REMOTE CONTROL FOR LIFT, RAMP AND DOORS. 


ALL VEHICLES FINISHED TO INDIVIDUAL SPECIFICATIONS. 


SEE US AT THE MOBILITY ROADSHOW CROWTHORNE 


STAND NUMBER 0844 


mterlilityy 


UNIT 21 GUNNELS WOOD PARK STEVENAGE HERTS SGI 2BH 
TEL: 01438 747448 FAX: 01438 750319 EMAIL: interbility@yahoo.co.uk 


Elap have worked at producing 
compatible airbag systems. 

At this year’s Roadshow, 
then, you will not be seeing 
cars which are the stuff of 
science fiction, but there will be 
equipment worth a look. 

You should use this chance to 
give your feedback to the 
manufacturers. 

Who knows, next year you 
may be looking at equipment 
which has evolved from your 
suggestions. 

Barbara Hatton is an 
occupational therapist at the 
Wrightington Mobility Centre. 
For information about the 
Mobility Roadshow, see p4. 


Alfred Bekker, Kellythorpe, 
Driffield, E Yorks YO25 9DJ, 
tel: 01377 241700. 
Electronic Mobility 
Controls, tel: 01923 827163. 
Guido Simplex UK and Elap 
Engineering, Fort Street, 
Accrington BBS 1QG, tel: 
01254 871599, e-mail: 
mail@elap.co.uk 

Jeff Gosling, Unit 24b, 
Chadkirk Industrial Estate, 
Vale Road, Romily, Cheshire 
SK6 3LE, tel: 0161 426 0222, 
e-mail: info@jeffgosling.co.uk 
Lodgesons, 129 Station 
Road, Landfall North, 
Cardiff CF14 2FE, tel: 0870 
013 2420, e-mail: 
sales@lodgesons.co.uk 
Reselco Engineering, 

Unit 2, Inward Business 
Park, Whitton Road, 
Hounslow TW3 2EB, tel: 
020 8569 6363, e-mail: 
sales-info@reselco.com 
Techmobility, Walker 
Medical International, Unit 
4, Feering Lodge Barns, 
Feering, Nr Kelvedon, Essex 
COS SED; tel? 01376573773; 
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‘Morigue Cornwell 
asks if much has 
‘improved for 
disabled drivers over 
the last 34 years 


obility Centre. 
Queen Elizabeth Four 


me 


s I head for retirement 


from my position as 
| director of the Queen 
Elizabeth Foundation Mobility 
Centre, I can’t help but reflect 
on 34 years of working with 
people who are still striving for 
greater independent mobility. 
Technology has undoubtedly 
brought huge gains, with 
incredibly sophisticated driver 
adaptations and many 
production cars now having 
automatic transmission and 
power-assisted steering. 

The movement from the 
medical to the social model of 
disability has brought increased 
expectations and informed 
choice. 

The advent of Mobility 
Allowance, the precursor to the 
higher rate mobility component 


‘When | started out, the 
review of the orange 
badge was a big issue. 
The only change since 
appears to be in the 
colour of the badge’ 


of Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA), gave those who could 
not drive themselves help to 
achieve their optimum 
independence as passengers. 

So where are the biggest 
problems? Well, when I started 
out, the review of the orange 
badge was a big issue. The only 
change since then appears to be 
in the colour of the badge. 

Another ongoing problem is 
the geographical differences in 
provision. The wheelchair 
services spring to mind and the 
differing ranges and costs of 
services provided by mobility 
centres. Government has at last 
acknowledged that ongoing 
core funding will accelerate the 
expansion of mobility services, 
but, as usual, there is still 
insufficient money. 

But my greatest sadness is 
the inequity of DLA. The care 
component has three rates 
according to the level of need, 
but the mobility component 
has only two. The lower rate is 


Change is much needed 


awarded to those who have the 
physical ability to walk but 
require help. The higher rate, 
however, caters for two distinct 
groups — those who are unable 
to walk and those who are 
virtually unable to walk. 

There can be no doubt that 
the small percentage of full- 
time wheelchair users who 
cannot walk at all require more 


expensive equipment and 
modifications than the very 
large percentage of higher rate 
recipients who are “virtually 
unable to walk.” These two 
groups currently receive the 
same financial assistance. 

I believe it is unfair that 
drivers and passengers who 
need costlier equipment have to 
seek charitable help and apply 


Fo over 30 years Gowrings Mobility has supplied Chairman 
wheelchair accessible cars and people carriers across the 
UK. Today, as Europe’s leading manufacturer of wheelchair 
accessible vehicles, Gowrings has over 4000 satisfied customers 
on the road. The Gowrings range offers a whole world of 
possibilities for wheelchair users and carers alike including: 


Nationwide free test drive and demonstration service 
3 year no quibble conversion warranty 
Friendly and experiencedé sales advisors 


All servicing carried out at your local garage 


All right hand drive 
vehicles for ease of use 


As the world’s top selling people carrier, 
the Chairman Voyager, offers first class 
levels of equipment and carries five 
passengers and one wheelchair user. 


Chairman Dispatch 


The Chairman Dispatch, which can seat 
up to six passengers including two 
wheelchair users, provides all the 
comfort and luxury of a modern MPV 
with the performance of a family saloon. 


To find out more or for fnendly 
advice as to which would suit you, 
call the Freephone number 
below for your free Chairman 
information pack, or call our 
Sales Advice line on 01635 
529500 or call our website. 


Offering one of the most comprehensive 
ranges of options, the Chairman Vito 
accommodates up to three wheelchair 


All prices correct at time of going to press users and four other passengers. 


*This is a trade mark of Motability registered charity number 299745 
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to the Mobility Equipment and 
Drivers’ Funds, the means- 
tested government funds 
administered by Motability. 

By comparison, those who 
require 24-hour assistance 
with personal care rather than 
either day care or night care 
are given additional financial 
help in the form of the 
highest rate care component, 


DN 
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which is not means-tested. 


Why is this inequality 
allowed to persist? 


“We chose the 
Chairman Zafira 
because its a 
good looking, 
modern car 
which will meet 
all the special 


Chairman Multispace : 


The Chairman Multispace, in petrol or 
diesel versions, offers a spacious 
interior and has room for four 
Passengers and one wheelchair user. 


Chairman Zafira 


The stylish Chairman Zafira offers superb 
handling, comfort and performance with 
plenty of space - room for up to five 
Passengers and a wheelchair user. 


SMotability “accredited supplier 


needs of our 
family.” 


Mrs WARNE — BERKSHIRE 


Cha man Kangoo 


The Chairman Kangoo is one of our most 
popular vehicles with room for up to four 
passengers including a wheelchair user. 
Its distinctive and compact design | 
provides a spacious and practical mobility 
solution at an excellent price. 

} 


Used Cars from 


gowrings 
mobility 


a whole world of possibilities 


www.gowrings mobility.co.uk 


Gowrings Mobility Ltd. Bone Lane, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 SUE. Tel: 01635 5 
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What does your car 


disabled drivers 
describe their 
experiences 

— and the trouble 
that cars can 
sometimes Cause 


Janet Marshall loves her 
car, but parking and petrol 
can be a problem 


7s to think of it as home from home, 
and like my home it reflects my personality. 

I drive a Vauxhall Astra 1.6 automatic with push-pull hand 
controls. | am partial to leopard print, so it also sports furry seat 
covers, fluffy dice and other objects donated by indulgent 
friends. According to my kids, all this is brilliant anti-theft 
control, as nobody else would want to drive a mobile safari. 

At a hotel recently, I found the car park full and all the 
accessible bays taken with — guess what? — non-badge holders. So 
I parked across the back of all three cars and decided I would 
complain to the hotel. In my indignation, I got out, pushed down 
the button and slammed the door shut — with my keys still in the 
ignition. I had to call the RAC to break in and rescue them. 

In the meantime, a man came out to move his car. I’m not sure 
whether he was more embarrassed at being caught out parking 
where he shouldn’t have or being confronted by an angry 
wheelchair user while her car was being broken into by a man in 
very bright orange overalls. I’m sure he will think carefully about 
where he parks his car in future. 

Another problem is the demise of garages which serve you 
your petrol. It’s always a worry if one tank will get me to my 
destination and back. When enquiring if the service call button 
worked in one garage I was asked “What’s that then luv?” 

“The big orange thing on your wall,” I said. 

“Oh,” was the reply, “I always wondered what that was for.” 


mean to you? Three 


s a disability equality trainer I spend 
a lot of time in my car, solve come . 


King of the road 


After 35 years of using a trike, Allen Morley decided to try a 
Motability car. It’s made a world of difference to him 


was in and out of hospital 
until I was 15. 

When I was old enough to 
drive I enquired about lessons 
but was told I wouldn’t be 
able to manage — instead I 
drove a trike with hand 
controls for 35 years. 

Two years ago I was told 
the trike was being phased 
out and I decided to go fora 
Motability car. I was offered 
a ten-hour assessment over 


| have cerebral palsy and 


Quicker, Easier Way to Subscribe! 


Subscribing to DN couldn’t be easier. Simply fill out the form here and send with your payment to 
our FREEPOST address below. And to make paying easy for you, we now accept Switch, along 
with cheques, postal orders or credit cards. 


If you receive any of the means-tested benefits listed below, you are entitled to a subscription to 


DN for FREE — just send us proof of your benefit entitlement. 


Don’t forget, if you call our new hotline you can pay immediately by Switch or Credit Card. 


three days from Banstead 
Mobility Centre, Surrey, who 
gave me a medical and two 
simulated tests, one using 
hand controls, then one using 
my foot. 

After the tests I was told I 
didn’t need hand controls. | 
would be given lessons in an 
automatic car. The rest of the 
assessment was spent driving 
on public roads. 

I had 20 hours of lessons and 
then a test, which I passed. I 


now drive 
an 
automatic 
Corsa. It’s 
made a 
fantastic 
difference 


to my life, 
the main advantage being that 
I don’t have to travel 
everywhere on my own. I’ma 
first-aid instructor and it’s 
much easier to get equipment 
into an ordinary car. 


It has taken a lot to get back in the 
driving seat, says David Newnham, but 
it has definitely been worth it 


aving spent most of my working 
H life clocking up hundreds of miles 

a week, I thought I hated driving. 

But when a stroke robbed me of my 

mobility, regaining my licence became my 
main goal. After a lengthy period of 
rehabilitation I felt mentally fit enough to 
tackle the assessment test needed to achieve 


this and was delighted when I succeeded. 
The next problem was finding a car. 
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youreable-com 


e Entrants must be over 18 e Entrants must be a UK resident @ This 
offer is valid until 28 June 2001 © Youreable is not responsible for the 
delivery or availability of the product e Products supplied by Ashdale 
Healthcare e Youreable accepts no responsibility for the design of the 
product ¢ Cut out coupon is valid for redemption against the Back 
Support for Car only ¢ Value of cut out coupon is 0.0000000001p 

e Customers eligible for VAT exempt prices should return the form 
and payment along with a signed VAT exemption declaration 

e Entrants must not work for Youreable, Disability Now or Ashdale 
Healthcare e English law will govern the terms of this offer, within the 
exclusive jurisdiction of the English Courts ¢ By ordering a product, 
applicants agree to be bound by the rules of this offer 

e The promoter is Youreable.com Ltd, 15th Floor, St Alphage House, 
2 Fore Street, London EC2Y 5DA. 


| Plaats those aches and pains when you are driving. This 
contoured cushion supports the lumbar area of the back, and 
is ideal for use in the car, home or office. Youreable.com is pleased 
to offer Disability Now readers an exclusive 10 per cent off its 
recommended retail price. 

For one month only this back support is available for the special 
price of £18.99 (including p&p and 12 months’ warranty). 

To take advantage of the offer simply freephone 0800 555 825 or 
visit www.youreable.com. Alternatively, complete the coupon below 
and send it, along with your cheque or payment details, to Youreable Offer, Dale House, Armytage 
Road, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 1PT. Please quote “Youreable — Disability Now” with all 
enquiries. 


Motoring supplement 


For further information on this or similar products, e-mail: gregoryk@ashdalegroup.co.uk 


To: Youreable Offer, Dale House, Armytage Road, Brighouse West Yorkshire, HD6 1PT 
Item Price 


£18.99 


VAT Exempt Price Total 


£16.16 


Quantity 


Back Support For Car 


LJ I wish to pay by cheque / Postal Order made Payable to “Ashdale Healthcare” 


LJ I wish to pay by: L) Mastercard LJ Visa CL) Switch (J) Delta 

(Please tick box as appropriate) 
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Over the past two years the six companies who have been supplying Motability with 
wheelchair accessible vehicles (WAVS) have come together with a view to producing 


a code of practice for the industry. 


The Vehicle Certification Agency (VCA) and Vehicle inspectorate (VI) who are regulatory agencies of the 
Department of Environment and Transport in the Regions (DETR) have welcomed the formation of the 
Association. Motability and MFL have also applauded the setting down on paper of a code which ensures a 
standard of both product and service for the customer. 


Although a new born association the following founder members, in alphabetical order, Brotherwood, 
Constables, Gowrings, Lewis Reed, Universal and Widnes have between them considerable 
experience in converting and providing vehicles which transport the individual passenger when travelling 
seated in their own wheelchair. We have set minimum standards to ensure that future customers will have 
full confidence in a converter who has achieved the necessary criteria to join this Association. 


The method of conversion will always remain a speciality of individual members to ensure each customer 
has freedom of choice and that healthy competition exists between converters. 


A sign bearing the WAVCA logo will appear on each of the founder members’ stands following the launch of 
the Association at this year’s Mobility Roadshow. 
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Drive directly trom your OWN wheelchair 


It’s unique, a fully automated Drive from Wheelchair solution is here - Suzuki Life and 
it is set to revolutionise the lifestyle options for many with disabilities. 
It’s a car, take a look for yourself and you will hardly be able to spot the difference 
avd what's more neither will anyone else. But on the inside it is very special indeed. 
Fully automated, remotely controlled tailgate and fold out ramp systems give 
instant access to the radically modified lowered floorpan - right up to the driving 
position where the wheelchair is automatically locked down. Press the button to close the 
tailgate, press another to release the handbrake, engage the automatic gearbox and you're aay. 
Just 30 seconds or so, including time for you and your two passengers to put on their seatbelts. 


“ Making “ Life “ a little easier “ 


... And our “Liberty” range of wheelchair 
accessible vehicles is a legend 


Mercedes Benz V Class 


: NEW Chrysler Voyager 
Wheelchair accessible luxury MPV Wheelchair accessible luxury MPV Suzuki Wagon R+ 
po £21,995 on the road from just £19,995 on the road Modern wheelchair accessible car 
rive from wheelchair luxury MPV from just £9,995 on the road 


from just £29,995 on the road 


No compromise, wheelchair accessible motor cars from the people who really care 


raceme 0121 502 2252 


Or visit our website www.jubileeauto.co.uk 


le 


x /Yotability) 
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Jubilee Automotive Group, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, (2 miles from junct.1 M5 or junct.9 M6 Motorway) 


DisabilityNnow June 2001 


| 


H 


Jane Sh 


epherd 


FERS, 


Tanni Grey-Thompson is 
almost as ubiquitous as Carol 
Vorderman these days, 
appearing on everything on 
BBC1 from A Question of 
Sport and Question Time to 
They Think It’s All Over (not 
to mention the BBC’s London 
Marathon “wheelchair-cam” 
and Desert Island Discs over 
on Radio 4). Cynics might 
say it’s the BBC trying to 


_ make up for the Sports 


Personality of the Year 
debacle earlier in the year. 

Another Paralympian 
popped up on Tomorrow's 
World when Debbie Brennan 
test-drove a simple device to 
turn wheelchairs into off-road 
death traps. I speak from 
experience here, having 
recently turned over a quad 
bike at high speed... 

In Soapland it’s all doom 
and gloom, what with Madge 
in Neighbours (BBC1) and 
Alma in Coronation Street 
(ITV). Catching the last bit of 
the Brookside omnibus (C4) 
made me realise why I don’t 
watch soaps any more. Mersey 
TV’s record of addressing real- 
life issues head-on went pear- 


shaped with the sight of Mike 
Dixon (“wheelchair-bound- 
car-crash-victim”) being 
anointed by an intruder with 
industrial quantities of 
tomato ketchup d la Jackson 
Pollock. What was this 
supposed to achieve? 

ITV's Miracles explored 
the murky world of faith 
healers (only in America, of 
course) and featured a 
dodgy-looking man with 
what looked like a dead 
badger on his head who 
announced “another 
wheelchair is being healed.” 
Now that really is a miracle. 

On BBC2, Malcolm in 
The Middle’s mum, Lois, 
mistook his asthmatic mate 
Stevie for a “heavy breather” 
on the phone. But that’s not 
all. When Stevie’s wheelchair 
was stolen, the resourceful 
Malcolm transported his 
buddy in all manner of 
alternative “wheels” from 
shopping trolleys and 
roadsigns to, well, wheels. 
Hilarious. 

Not so hilarious was 
Brian’s Story (C4) about 
Cambridge-educated 
journalist Brian Davis, 
whose deteriorating 
mental health led to 
alcoholism and an untimely 
death. What a waste. 


Charli¢, 
a fore yen’ 


"This humorous and insightful 
Video Is yours to own, for just 
_ £ 15.99 Inc; nostage & packing 


@ Access for All is holding an 
exhibition of pastel art on the 
theme of “Mountains and 


Moors,” Preston, 4-9 June, 
with four age groups. For 
details, tel: 01253 836859, 
e-mail: accessforall@ 
knowsleyfarm.demon.co.uk 

@ Full Circle Arts is looking 
for young people from Greater 
Manchester to take part in 

the 2001: Space Oddity arts 
project, 30 July-4 August. Eight 
disabled artists and 35 young 
disabled people will work in 
various art forms to explore 
their interests and idiosyn- 
crasies. Free, tel/minicom: 0161 
279 7878, e-mail: graeme@full- 
circle-arts.demon.co.uk 

e@ Make it So! is a free, one-day 
festival celebrating disability 
arts. The day includes music, 
drama and entertainers. 8 July, 
Inter-Action, The Old Rectory, 
Waterside, Peartree Bridge, 
Milton Keynes MK6 3E], 
tel/minicom: 01908 678514. 

@ The Phoenix arts centre in 
East Hampshire is producing a 
play and workshop on children 
with hidden disabilities and 
how they cope at school. 
Schools interested in hosting 
the playlworkshop should 
contact John Dunne, tel: 01420 
472664. 


Information & Training Films by FLICS 


‘Arts 21 


Speak out: a participant in last year’s Full Circle Arts project 


The Edinburgh LINO 
International Festival is 
back again, 12 August- 
1 September, 
transforming the city 
into an exciting hub of 
international arts. An 
access information 
booklet is now 
available, along with a 
Festival brochure, in 


Danny Boodman LD Lemon Noverento hn 
ne se Conterstait pas de jouer dy piane , ‘| dansaif avec Océan. 


print, Braille and on 
tape. The access 
booklet covers booking information, sign language interpreted 
performances (Novecento and Too Late for Logic), audio- 
described performances (Novecento, Too Late for Logic and Die 
Walkiire) and touch tours (Die Walkiire). It also gives access 
details on all the venues. Tel: 0131 473 2000, minicom: 0131 473 
2098, e-mail: boxoffice@eif.co.uk 


Bronco Productions Ltd /FLICS 


E-mail: info@Broncofilms.com / URL:www.broncofilms.com 


Information & Training Video's / Consulting / Multi-media 
Broadcast Production / Corporate / Commercial / Shorts 


FLICS FLICS FLICS FLICS 


Presents 
"Charlie a forgotten hero's tale" 


This short film follows a day in the life of Charlie, a carer, 
and Harvey, the person he enables. 

Charlie clearly thinks he is the cat's whiskers, capable of 
managing any situation. But is he really as good as he 
thinks? 

Watch and learn 


Complete the coupon in BLOCK CAPITALS and send 

together with your payment to: Charlie Video Offer, PO Box 

48, Ashford, Kent TN27 9BW 

Allow 21 days for delivery. Offer subject to availability and 

UK readers only. Full refund if not satisfied within 7 days. 
SEND To: Charlie Video Offer / PO Box 48 / Ashford / 
Kent / TN27 9BW 


N 211 ee sc Sce neces cence phe yaactd eed Ane tas ee needs 
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be RE PEE Oo cr ccecsveacnev ar? POSICOdG recatreeere trees 


entitled "Charlie a forgotten hero's tale" @ £ 15.99 Inc;p&p 
| enclose my cheque/PO NO. ..........:.ccceeeeeeeeeeeeereees for the 
SANTINO Fe cnn cde dnwe seat deere’ crossed and made payable 
to "Bronco Productions Ltd" (price is inclusive of VAT) 


BPL will use your information for administration and analysis. We 

may share your information with other companies or carefully 

selected third parties. We, or they may send you details of other 

oods and services which hoe fees of interest to you. If you do not want your 
details to be shared with any fhird parties please tick the box. 


l 
I 
I 
I 
Please send Me ...........-::csererees copy(s) of the PAL video | 
I 
l 
i 
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Voices must be raised lutions for an 7 


Incontact has big plans for supporting people with continence 
problems, says project manager Claire Stevens 


hy is a condition 
\ . | that affects over 6 
million people in 


the UK still not openly talked 
about? 

After all, we are 
incontinent at birth and it is a 
problem affecting all ages and 
both sexes. Every day 
Incontact hears from people 
too ashamed or embarrassed 
to seek help — and 80 per cent 
of them could be treated. 

Continence problems can 
affect all aspects of a person’s 
life, from personal relation- 
ships and social activities to 
employment and finances. 

The views of people with 
continence problems must be 
listened to if we want people 
to seek treatment. 

We frequently hear from 
people getting inappropriate 
products or inadequate ser- 
vices and who are frustrated 
about the lack of information. 

And it is only recently, after 
much campaigning, that VAT 


G&M 


COACHWORK 


has been removed from pads 
sold in supermarkets and 
high-street shops. 

Clearly, people are still not 
receiving the treatment they 
need and many do not know 
there are continence services 
available. Comments we hear 
regularly include “I thought I 
was the only person who had 
this problem” and “I feel so 
ashamed and dirty.” 

The fact that there are so 
many people out there feeling 
isolated and alone prompted 
Incontact to launch the 
Continence Support Network 
(CSN), which provides help 
through groups, phone lines 
and a pen pal scheme. 

We are also one of 18 
organisations joining together 
to find out the views of people 
with the condition. Around 


180,000 postcards are being sent 


out asking for the single most 

important thing that improves 
life for people with continence 
problems. 

This is the biggest public 
consultation of people with 
continence problems in Britain 
and it has generated much 
interest. The results will be 
collated to form a Manifesto 
for Continence which will be 
launched at our conference in 
September. 

Up to now continence 


SY otability 


The UTAH accessible car. 


The ideal family car with five seats and an easy access 
wheelchair position. 


Standard features include: 
2. 0 litre petrol or turbo diesel engine 


power steering, 

air conditioning, 
central locking, 
stereo system. 
Lightweight easy 
entry ramp, 

lowered floor, electric 
restraint system for 


wheelchair and safety belt for wheelchair user. 


Options include: 
automatic transmission 
metallic paint 

ABS and airbags 
swivel front seats. 


Prices from £18,000 for 52” 
headroom UTAH, or £19,300 for 
the 59” headroom Montana. 


Used vehicles? Yes various models 
from £3,000 to £15,000, all with full 
service, MOT and warranty. 


For further details ring David or Paul on 


01626 853050 
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services have been a low 
priority in the NHS, but 
things are changing. 

The Department of 
Health’s Essence of Care 
strategy, which aims to 
improve quality of care, 
recently introduced eight 
benchmarking areas, includ- 
ing continence problems. 

Incontact has been work- 
ing with the NHS to develop 
these benchmarks, which 
emphasise the importance of 
consumers at every level. We 
are helping health profession- 
als meet the standards by 
setting up consumer groups 
sO patients’ voices are heard. 

To recognise good practice 
in continence care Incontact 
and the Association for 
Continence Advice have also 
introduced the Continence 
Care Award for the 
continence service that has 
shown the most commitment 
to user involvement. 

For a nomination form for 
the Continence Care Award, 
to have your say in the 
Manifesto for Continence or 
to get information about the 
CSN, tel: 020 7700 7035, 
website: www.incontact.org 


ror more information send this coupon to: Metco Walkabouts, 
32 Plackett Close, Breaston, Derbyshire, DE72 3UG, tel 01332 870075 
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everyday problem 


The Continence Foundation helps 
thousands of people every year, says 


director Judith Wardle 


hen I was interviewed 
\ . | for the job of director 
of the Continence 


Foundation, I was asked 

if I would find it difficult to 
talk in public about bladders 
and bowels. 

The number of people with 
bladder and bowel problems is 
much underestimated because 
people feel embarrassed to talk 
about it and don’t seek help. A 
recent study in Leicestershire 
found that people said “no” if 
they were asked if they were 
incontinent, but “yes” if asked 
“Do you sometimes leak when 
you cough or sneeze?” 

So when people discover the 
Foundation’s helpline, it is such 
a relief to talk — we get 10,000 
calls a year from young and 
old, men and women. Some 
people have stayed at home for 
years for fear of an “accident.” 
Some give up having sex to hide 
it from their partners. 

What makes our helpline so 
successful is that the staff are 
specialist nurses, still working 
part of their time in clinics. 
They are also enormously 
sympathetic and patient. 

The charity has recently 
produced a video for the 


gvaikabouts 


by Metco 


a2uapuedapu] pue wopede., 404 


public, An Everyday Problem, 

which includes the experiences 
of three people who eventually 
sought help for problems that 

turned out to be treatable. 

Chris Dinham, who put up 
with getting up several times a 
night, says: “If you are worried 
about something, do something 
about it.” 

He now recognises that his 
problem could have been the 
early sign of something much 
worse — prostate cancer. 

We have many leaflets 
available either free or for a low 
cost, as well as more detailed 
information for professionals. 
Much of this material is now 
also on the website. 

Our campaigning will be 
changing focus. Last year the 
charity influenced government 
guidelines on good practice in 
continence services. There will 


What’s on 


e Incontact will hold its 
conference, Promoting 
Continence, 5 September, at 
the University of Derby, 
when the Manifesto for 
Continence will be launched 
and the Incontact/ 
Association for Continence 
Advice Continence Care 
Award will be hosted. 
Workshops include looking 
at changing attitudes, 
patient information, people 
with multiple sclerosis and 
spinal injuries, and 
alternative therapies. 

For more details, tel: 020 
7700 7035, e-mail: 
info@incontact.org 

e The Continence 
Foundation is holding 
Continence Awareness 
Week, 17-23 September. 
This year’s focus will be the 
psychological impact of 
continence problems, and 
mechanisms used to cope. 
For further information, tel: 
020 7404 6875, or visit the 
website: www.continence- 
foundation.org.uk 


The 
Continence 
Foundation 


still be national policy issues, 
e.g. trying to influence the 
Health and Social Care Bill. 
But the transfer of community 
continence services to primary 
care trusts (PCTs) — NHS 
bodies which bring together 
local health workers such as 
GPs and district nurses — 
presents a new challenge for 
influencing service 
development, a challenge which 
will stretch the resources of 
small national charities like us. 

The National Service 

Framework for Older People 
introduced in March demands 
inclusion of “integrated 
‘continence services” in 
planning documents by 

April 2003, but large numbers 
yor newly created PCTs are 
‘making decisions about their 
‘services now. 

We are working with the 
Royal College of Nursing to 
find out what decisions 
‘Primary Care Groups or Trusts 
are already coming to. 
Examples of good practice will 
be used for workshops and a 
written guide to help others 
design their services. 
Continence Foundation, tel: 
020 7404 6875, fax: 020 7404 
6876, helpline: 020 7831 9831, 
website: www.continence 
-foundation.org.uk 
An Everyday Problem costs 
£9.50 but is also available 
on loan. 


What al 


7 Continence 23 


Exercise can be key 


simone Price, a fit and healthy personal trainer, was caught totally off guard when a 
spine injury left her with continence problems 


our natural hammock 
or pelvic floor mus- 
cles are rarely paid 


any attention to. 

In more sexually active 
years men and women know 
exactly where they are 
located. However, our first 
experience of continence 
problems can be after the 
birth of a first child or, for 
men, possibly when you can’t 
control that odd trickle after 
visiting the toilet. 

These muscles are 
generally neglected when it 
comes to exercise. We only 
take notice of the pelvic floor 
when it starts to malfunction. 

Continence problems 
are a worldwide epidemic 
that affect one in five of the 
mobile population and are 
experienced by young 
and old. 

There can be lots of causes 
— obesity, hormonal changes, 
childbirth and trauma, to 
name but a few. 

I ama mother of two, 
have a busy lifestyle and am 
co-owner of a health and 
fitness club in Monmouth, 
South Wales. 

But I found that being fit 
and healthy was no safeguard 
against continence problems. 


Muscle power: Simone and her husband lead a class at the gym, where she now holds pelvic floor classes 


Following an injury to my 
spine, the telltale signs of pelvic 
floor weakness suddenly flared 
up. The simplest moves would 
cause a leak — especially in cold 
weather. All I had been warned 
about was doing jumps or 
hops. My life changed. I was 
depressed, shamed and, to 
quote a friend, “dead unsexy.” 
In despair I contacted my 
local NHS continence clinic. 
The options they gave me were 
to consider an operation that 


ds are on offer? 


There are lots of new products in the field, says Dan Batten 


he Bendi Bag from 

Manfred Sauer is an ideal 
device for wheelchair users who 
use a leg bag. It straps to the 
inside of your leg and, unlike 
more rigid products, bends as 
you do. The bag comes in two 
sizes and is available in boxes of 
ten on prescription. Tel: 
0191 291 0166, e-mail 
helpline@manfredsauer.co.uk 


lso from Manfred Sauer is 

a new device to assist 
women who use intermittent 
catheters. It holds your legs 
apart when you’re catheteris- 
ing, and is designed to prevent 
leg spasms. It comes in shower 
proof inflatable (£14.95) and 
metal-hinged versions (£55). 
Contact details as above. 


cotmed has a few good 
S ideas to help keep house- 
hold items dry if urine control 
is a problem. First is a bed pad, 
which has a soft cotton cover 


Flexible: the Bendi Bag 


and a sticky waterproof back- 
ing. The pad is placed across 
your mattress, can absorb up to 
two litres of fluid and is 
machine washable. To fit single 
beds only, £21.74 including 
VAT. Scotmed also has a chair 
protector that absorbs up to 
750ml of liquid. £21.15 includ- 


ing VAT. Tel: 0141 887 7074, 
e-mail: info@scotmed.co.uk 


obinson Healthcare’s Activ 
Rees of products is 
designed to help keep you clean 
and refreshed. Items include a 
skin moisturiser with almond 
oil and a non-soap cleaner that 
you can use on any part of the 
body without water. The range 
also contains an odour removal 
spray. Prices start at around 
£1.50. Tel: 01246 505450, web- 


site: wwiw.robinson.uk.com 


ard has a new, easier-to-use 
| Bienes catheter 
available for men and women. 
Sold in boxes of five and coated 
with Interglide to help the 
catheter hydrate, they come in 
size eight to 18 charriere for 
male and female lengths and 
eight to ten charriere for chil- 
dren. £1.24 plus VAT per 
catheter. For samples, call lan 
Smith, tel: 01293 527888. 


would end my career as a 
personal trainer or exercise my 
pelvic floor. I opted for the 
exercise route. 

Six weeks later I began to see 
an improvement. Successful 
exercise needs motivation, and I 
was determined enough to stick 
to my plan. 

Initially I used electrical 
stimulation with physiotherapy, 
lots of kegel exercises (for the 
pelvic floor), Pilates, Swiss ball 
work, some light gym resistance 


Comfort 600ml leg bag soft 
flexible inlet tubes and choice 
of taps 


Pe 
| 


Does your urinary sheath come off? 


work — even vagina 
dumbbells. Tampons, pads 
and a small urethra balloon 
device also helped me get 
my life back. 

I no longer need the 
operation and, just like a 
reformed alcoholic, [am 
now dry. I still exercise 
every day. 

For details of Simone 
Price’s exercise plan, tel: 
01600 772223, e-mail: 
simone@simones.co.uk 


= \ designed for 
~~ _/ wheelchair users 
/ Amassive 1300mlI 
: capacity (alsoin |f 
700ml) yet discreet | 
beneath clothing |} 


(> \ Big Bendi Ba 
BS g g 


Discreet Thigh Bag || 
+ worn high on the | 
ie thigh, discreet 
‘ under swimming 
costumes and short |} 
clothing 


Call us for advice — we have 11 sizes, from a child’s up. 


Leg bags are for catheter & urinary sheath users. 
Bags & sheaths are all available on prescription’. 


& BEFORE USE 


AFTER USE 


Pocket/handbag sized reusable portable urinals. % 
(male & female versions available). 
£11.95 + £2.50 p&p 


For free sample* call Stephen Burns, one of our customer advisers & product 
user on: 0191 291 0166 or write to: Manfred Sauer UK, DN Customers, 
38 Devon Road, Chirton Grange, North Shields NE29 8PL 
helpline@manfredsauer.co.uk 
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Mixed fortunes at the Maratho 


Tanni Grey-Thompson won her race by 20 minutes. The men had to fight a fiercer battle, says Emma Hawes 


he people’s favourite, A weak women’s field meant — with racers appearing in quick 
Tanni Grey- Thompson, she secured her fifth marathon succession around the corner in 
crossed the finish line win easily, but Frenchman front of Buckingham Palace, 
way ahead of the other women Denis Lemeunier had to work before pushing for victory 
in this year’s London hard for his first place in a along the Mall, watched by 
Wheelchair Marathon, cheered hotly contested men’s race. hundreds of people. 
on by the expectant crowd. Finishing times were very close, Lemeunier powered home 


with a time of 1.42:37, but 
Kevin Papworth wasn’t far 
behind at 1.44:54. Last year he 
had the fastest ever winning 


; time for a British competitor 
of 1.41:50. 
Fellow Briton David Weir, 


who as a child won the 


9 mini marathon six times, 
O N O NM S followed shortly after with a 
time of 1.50:55. 


But Weir had to fight for 


that third place, battling on the Number one: Frenchman Denis Lemeunier, who came in first 
U S e S final straight against Tushar : — 
Patel in a sprint finish. He ; - 


managed to hold on to his 


position, while Patel 
cl re NM OW made do with fourth just one 
second later. 
Grey-Thompson’s winning 


time was 2.13:55, not a patch 
OVW O O r on her personal best of 1.48:00 
oo but one she was still proud of 


after being slowed down not 
only by the cold weather but by 
problems with her tyre. 

In last year’s marathon, she 
had to stop for 15 minutes 
because of tyre problems. 

This time she managed to 
keep racing, although i ie 
going uphill took a bit longer Close second: Kevin Papworth finished just behind Denis Lemeunier 


2 ima aura pao meaaie 2 it TEA i 
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than usual as a result. 

With only three women 
taking part, her tactics were to 
race the men’s section as far 
as possible. 

“T was with them for a little 
while,” she said, “but at 20 
miles it starts to get harder and 
I lost touch with them a bit.” 

= , : After Grey-Thompson’s win. 
iy les | ae it was another 20 minutes 
1s. ee before Deborah Brennan came 
e / \ in second. Brennan, who took 
eaten 1 coma \\\ SS bronze in the 100 metres at last 
Seventh heaven: veteran winner Bogdan Krol, who came in seventh year’s Paralympics, said she 


... with the rest to follow, in line 
with the Mayor’s transport strategy. 
Other improvements include easy to 

read signs, high-visibility handrails, 
non-slip floors, better trained staff 
and improved bus stop access 
with special kerbs. 


We really are making journeys 
easier for everyone. 


Making London simple 


Raring to go: Tanni prepares saat facia oe : saa ae 
herself for the race Ecstatic: Deborah Brennan, second in the women’s race 


ates 
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Winning smiles: Denis and Tanni are congratulated by Tony Blair 


was “ecstatic” with her 
achievement. 
By crossing the line at 


2.36:50 she had shaved an 
incredible 15 minutes off her 


personal best, despite problems 
during the cobbled section of 
the course near Tower Bridge, 
where the rough surface caused 


her to bounce in her chair. 


She said: “I hurt my hips and 
had to slow down for a bit until 
the pain wore off. I would have 


been happy to crawl in, so I 
can’t believe it. I think the 


colder weather helped because 
it is better for my shoulders.” 
Irish competitor Mary Rice 
took third place with her time 
of 3.14:37. Last year’s surprise 
winner Sarah Piercy had to pull 


out due to illness two days 
before the race. 


Results 


Men 

1st Denis Lemeunier 
4237 

2nd Kevin Papworth 
1.44:54 

3rd David Weir 

1.50:55 

Women 

1st Tanni Grey-Thompson 
DEW3:55 

2nd Deborah Brennan 
2.36:50 

3rd Mary Rice 

3.14:37 

Mini marathon 

14-17 class 

Boys — Mark Rostron 
Girls — Sarah Loughran 
11-13 class 

Boys — Andrew Tongue 
Girls — Louise Hunt 


The veterans’ prize was won 
by Poland’s Bogdan Krol for 
the second year running. His 
time of 2.06:47 put him in 
seventh place overall. 

There were just 42 entrants 
this year because of new time 
limits aimed at preventing the 
wheelchair and foot races 
overlapping. 

The London Wheelchair 
Marathon is organised by Flora 
and Disability Sport England. 


Rising stars: two of the mini marathon winners show off their cups 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


The Comfortable , 
Option ina | JY eZ 
Wheelchair? = 
The Gem Comfort Wheelchair 


I< 


ZS os Av 


@ Excellent posture support 

@ Fully reclining backrest 

@ Built in pressure relief 

®@ Tailored to your requirements 
@ Full range of adaptations 


@ Manual or Power Base 

@ Superb comfort seating 

@ Tilt in space powered or manual 
@ Paediatric, junior & adult sizes 
@ Elevating legrests 

Ability 2 Ltd Sterling Park Woodgate Valley Birmingham B32 3BU 
Tel: 0121 421 6070 Fax: 0121 421 4555 Email: info @ ability2.co.uk 


, CO Please send me a full information pack 1 
; 0 Please call me to arrange a FREE home demonstration I 
GUANINE RRS ce attra ees LES we eo Rate cov ahead ie ae i 
prhoWNosee. Sere. teetete ys lane Bly. eran aero na I 
WACOICSS et then. iether ayes Se a. « Gc p SMEs Mere ny mum uve f= = 1 
ee ee aac IS eo ee rn ene 3. OM enRcRO 5.0005 che eV OM DESIG Ba I 
SP ar, fe ee ee a ee sie 2 5's 5 creo me: © onnemicwD capemcan en: I 
i SreXsj revovn (oc pepe aes re an fe chore Moc Gath ORO occ. ty OtOeD Gino, DNOo6/01 I 


Receiving Direct Payments? 
Thinking about applying for them? | 


We take the hassle out of 
employing care staff with 
our free payroll 
management service 


Calculating salary due 

Issuing payslips 

Managing Tax 

National Insurance returns 
Liaison with Inland Revenue 


We offer a professional service wherever you live in the UK, and 
our competitive rates are built into your Direct Payment 
allowance, so it won't cost you a thing. 


By using Shaw-Direct, you will be supporting a social firm which 
provides work and training for disabled people. 


SHAW. DIRECT Call 0208 579 2424 


ext 36292 
Please send me details of Shaw-Direct’s payroll management service 


www.shopethic.com/shawdirect/ 


Shaw-Direct, Room 058, Acton Town Hall, Winchester Street, Acton. W3 6NE 
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aS ) 
Walk-in bath Relaxomatic Shoprider Jetmarine y ap ae 
*fullinstallation [| adjustable bed | Heteules , access ramp S@Motability 


8 =" 
MEMBER 


Lee adnal ad flaled 


We guarantee that no other mobility or healthcare company in the UK is better equipped to look after your needs. 


ICR MOBILITY LIMITED 4 subsidiary of Shiloh PLC 


Suppliers of equipment for Invacare, Sunrise Medical, Snoprider Scooters, Days Medical Aids and Ottobock. 


0800 13 69 21 info@icrmobility.co.uk Wwww.icrmobility.co.uk 


Showrooms with workshops at: Roadshow Special Offer! 


prophet Free Invacare Atlas wheeléhair 
100 Derby Road, Bootle, Merseyside with every power wheelchair 
Unit C3 Sneyd Trading Estate, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent or scooter purchased 

Unit 6, Carvers Industrial Estate, Ringwood, Dorset during Jun > 


Over twenty years of caring, impartial advice for everyone affected by 
physical and brain injury - the claimants, their families and carers 


Personal Injury Specialists 
Independent Financial Advice 
Receivership Bank Accounts 
Accounting & Business Services** 


Structured Settlements 
Investment Management 
Carer Cover 
Forensic Accounting** 


Special Needs Trusts 
Long Term Care 
Case Management* 

Expert Witness Services 


Frontier House, Merchants Quay, Salford Quays, Manchester, M5 2SR 90 Gracechurch Street, London, EC3V ODN 
Tel: 0161 886 8000 Fax: 0161 886 8002/3 Tel: 020 7626 7576 Fax: 020 7626 7578 
DX: 20340 Salford Broadway enquiries@frenkeltopping.co.uk DX: 124411 London City london@frenkeltopping.co.uk 


www.frenkeltopping.co.uk y | a 
Frenkel Topping Limited is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. * Mainstay Life Services Ltd is a 


wholly owned subsidiary of Frenkel Topping Limited. **Frenkel Topping Chartered Accountants is registered to 


e 
carry on audit work and authorised to carry on investment business by the Institute of Chartered Accountants Fren k el ! Opp ing 


in England and Wales 
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Take a break 27 


ACROSS 

1. This ship’s demise led to many Oscars (7) 

5. Use when trying to hitch a lift (5) 

8. This 1980 film was a parody of disaster movies (8) 
9. To slide on a slippery road when driving (4) 

10. Superman actor, now disabled (5) 

11. Distress call for Abba (1,1,1) 

13. Liar returns using this form of transport! (4) 
15. Naval vessel, like a large corvette (7) 

18. This car appears to need a bodyguard! (6) 

20. More of these are needed at polling stations (5) : 
22. Car which appears in last race! (5) : - Tes 
23. A bend in the road...or body (5) > See 
24. Sturdy vehicles with four-wheel drive (5) 

25. Old cars get into a fight (5) 

DOWN 

1. Transport which comes in extra instalments! (6) 
2. Dr Who uses this time machine (6) 

3. Trafalgar was his greatest triumph (6) 

4, Its maiden flight was in 1969 (8) 

6. Place where a young traveller may stay (6) 

7. These show you can use disabled parking spaces (6) 
10. These vehicles are drawn by another person (9) 
12. Rowing blade (3) 

14. Lightweight motorcycle (7) 

15. The Model T was his most famous model (4) VA 
16. Prisoner (6) 
17. Passageways on planes and in churches (6) 


| ff Ree . 
19. Someone who travels on foot in search of work (5) \ » HOGee Ed Lh), 
21. The Underground (4) : \ <1 — ; i a ig Pei ys 
——F. i i : @ 


i 


Creating opportunities with disabled people ANSWERS ON PAGE 31 
LEONARD CHESHIRE 
en 
ANG The Weakest Link 1. Which is the fourth planet from the sun? 11. In which country does the River Po flow? 
and Who Wants to be a 2. What was the purpose of the Ra expeditions? 12. What is the name of the Islamic holy month? 
Millionaire covering pages of 3. What makes corn pop? 13. In which country was Che Guevara born? 
the tabloid press and breaking — 4. Who is the patron saint of France? 14. Why is a white elephant so called? 
viewing records, DN thought 5. From which piece of music does Fingal’s Cave come? 15. Who won the first football World Cup? 
it would challenge you clever- 6. What was WC Fields’ real name? 16. Name the first three books of the Old Testament. 
clogs to a few quiz questions. 7. Who recorded the song Think in 1968? 17. What is a magnetometer? 
However, we can’t offer you 8. Who wrote For Whom the Bell Tolls? 18. Who played the green monster in The Incredible Hulk? 
the million you might want! 9, What is East Pakistan now known as? 19. What colour is the gemstone malachite? 
Answers on page 31. 10. In which year did the German forces surrender in Italy? 20. How long is a cricket pitch from stump to stump? 


_ “T'S MADE 
m Dan “Llewellyn” Batten scares h ay THE WORLD 
xh his mates with some home DIY | OF DIFFERENCE 
fter my marathon bed dwelling session, post- | | TO MY LIFE" 


flu life is back on track. But the path I’m | 
wandering down is leading me toward the all The Miniflex Powerchair introduces a 
previously untrodden lane of home improvement. And the odd \ — new sense of independence and 
thing is, I’m enjoying it. ae mobility around the home. 

New sofas and expensive rugs, as opposed to CDs and beer, a 
are now de rigueur for a Batten shopping trip. Frequent open- 
wallet surgery isn’t pain free, but it’s worth it when friends walk 
into my flat and look stunned, puzzled and impressed all at once, 
by the new ultra-clean and tidy environment. It’s also nice for 
them to sit down without a spring poking into where it shouldn’t. 

Many friends put the new “house-proud” Dan down to the 
fact that, because I’ve just turned 29, I’m “maturing a bit”. I’m 
more inclined to put it down to girlfriend Becky and friend the chair ' 
Denise, who are cleaning nuts, frequently tearing through my a4 Optional comfort seating and 
flat like a dose of salts and regularly, on passing a shop, offering . yao ) extras to suit personal needs 
the line “that would look nice in your place”. Sometimes in unison. rw > rte FOr full information cal: 

Although I’m indulging in pastimes new, I’m revisiting two : 
old friends of mine regularly. FLICS are back in the saddle again, ; = FREEPHONE 
working on the further adventures of our creations Charlie and Ne | 0500 618008 
Harvey. We have a top-secret idea of what misery to put them 
through this time and just the right location to do it in. Suffice 
to say, I own a lot of Charlie Chaplin and Laurel and Hardy 
videos to draw inspiration from. 

Although writing the escapades of the pair is enjoyable, it’s 
life in front of the camera that’s the fun part. ae bizarre _ ; = ’ RAINBOW REHAB (Dept DN) 
coloured make-up that makes you feel as if you’re embalmed, a (= 3 FREEPOST, The Coach House, 134 Purewell 
having to do things 20 times over and 18-hour days are all things aI | 4 3 Christchurch, Dorset BH23 1BR 
we actors have to endure. Roll on the shoot, I can’t wait! ‘Ne q fiveutiainbowerenab co.uk 


Compact size and tight 

turning circle 

Standard electric seat elevation 
aids high reach 

Front wheel drive for easy 
operation 

Easy access in and out of 
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28 iy Checkout 


Bright ideas 


I’ turning stiff taps on 
and off a real chore? 


! 
\ / 
7 


taps to your bath or kitchen 


Try fitting a set of Duet 


sink — they are designed to fit 
all sinks and baths and operate 
with a simple lift mechanism. 
They need just the weight of a 
hand to turn them off, and 
have a heat-resistant spout to 
stop any accidental burns. 
Available in chrome, white or 
gold finishes. From £146.80 
at N&C Phlexicare, tel: 

020 7247 5432, or visit 


www.phlexicare.com 


ve > ver had one of those 
. wow nightmare moments 
when you’re away from 

home and you hear a crunch 
that means a tooth has broken? 
Get your hands ona 
Dentanurse kit and you’ll be 
able to patch up a dislodged 
crown, filling or bridge until 


Move easily and comfortably in the 

_town and across country in the Four X. 
Overcome barriers you now think are 
not possible. Positive 4-wheel drive over 
challenging terrain, long grass, sand & 
snow. Adjustable seat for extra comfort 
going up and down hills and kerbs. 
Lights and indicators are standard. Choice 
of seating options for extra comfort. 


From mini dentistry kits to handy dispensers for cling film, Dan 
Batten has some top gadgets that will make life a lot easier 


Classroom comfort: the Classmate seat is mobile and comfortable 


you can get to your dentist at 
home. £10.95 from Boots, 
Unichem or your dentist. 
Tel: 01981 500135 or visit 
www.dentanurse.com 


‘al Caw get comfy at 
o your desk in class? 


Well, lessons could be a 


Get close to 


lot more pleasant if your 
teacher sorted you out with a 
Classmate seat. It’s on wheels, 
sO you can move around, and 
has a multi-positional, tilting 
seat which can be raised to dif- 
ferent heights. The chair has 
removable armrests and padded 
neck, back and leg rests. Don’t 


NaN 


nature with the Landeez all 
terrain wheelchair. Access to beach, over 
shingle or sand. Explore nature trails. 
Winter snow becomes fun not a problem. 
Reduces damage to lawns and gravel 
paths. The rugged stainless steel frame 
gives you choice of beach, country, BBQ, 
picnic or restaurant with quick change 
indoor wheels. 


For a no obligation demonstration, literature or further information on 
these, or any of our products, contact: 


Wheelchair Corporation Limited 


Cover up: easylife’s dispenser makes cling film easier to handle 


get too cosy, though — you 
might find yourself dozing off 
in your maths lesson. From 
£799 plus VAT, including free 
demonstration, Rainbow 
Rehab, tel: 01202 481818 or 
visit www.rainbow-rehab.co.uk 


vee Pf your carer and you 

sig Lena it difficult trans- 
ferring you from seat to 

seat or from a standing position 
to a seat, try the new Saturn 
transfer disc. Weighing 11kg, 
the Saturn has a smooth turning 
mechanism, lock brake and 
curved design, as well as padded 
knee and chest rests to make 
sure you are comfortable and 
secure. £340 from Nottingham 
Rehab Supplies, tel: 0870 600 
0197 or visit www.nrs-uk.co.uk 


Sol | rei looking for a 
sig walking aid with a bit 
of style, take a look at 


Classic Canes’ tippling stick. 
Like all walking sticks it will 


on the 


West Sussex coast 


Homes for young people with 
physical disabilities ....... 


easy access to shops, 
cafes, pubs..... 


adapted transport for 
cinemas, concerts, 
clubs and colleges. 


Z se 


help you get from A to B, but if 
you unscrew the handle on this 
one you can also take a sip of 
something from the glass phial 
hidden inside. Ideal for that 
drop of water to go with your 
tablets. Classic Canes do not 
recommend the stick for heavy 
use. From £45, tel: 01460 
75686, www .classiccanes.co.uk 


Sa o you have trouble 

sig Dee to find the 
end of the cling film or 

kitchen foil? Cut out those 
mealtime moans with a 
dispenser from easylife online. 
The dispenser helps you find 
the end of the foil or film and 
cuts it to length with a plastic- 
guarded metal cutter. £19.99, 
tel: 0870 845 8260, 
www.easylifeonline.com 


DN cannot guarantee the 
price, quality or availability 
of any item mentioned. 


To find out more 
call Cindy on 
01243 672989 


Registered charity no. 299206 


Incmoor House 
Chelmarsh, Bridgnorth 
Shropshire WV16 6AZ 
tel: (01746) 861940 Fax: (01746) 862085 
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THE SLEEK, COMPACT, ECONOMIC 


FIAT DOBLO MPV 


1S ADDED TO OUR PREMIER RANGE OF WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES 


ABS, power steering, airbags 
Choice of: 

“ petrol or diesel 

* manual or automatic 


itil 5 mene ES) hi PRICES TO BE ANNOUNCED 
ACC! H, — THE ULTIMATE IN COMFORT AND SAFETY AMONG MID-RANGE VEHICLES 


With ABS, air conditioning, 
driver and passenger front 
and side airbags, 5 full size 
seats + wheelchair & single 
OICE ACCESS Ialaayo 


— ONE OF THE MOST CAPACIOUS WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE SALOON VEHICLES 
AVAILABLE 


CONTACT US FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION ON PURCHASE, 
LEASE, RENT AND 

NO OBLIGATION FREE TRIAL 


YA Motability _- 


VEHICLE CE 


APPROVED ACCREDITED APPROVED 


IN OUR ADAPTIONS WE USE THE FINEST STAINLESS STEELS AND NON-FERROUS METALS 


rt 


ys 


rit 
ys 
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30 Share your problems 


love and loneliness 
bereavement 

personal problems 

advice and support 


Ann 
Darnbrough, 
who is disabled 
herself, is 
co-author of 
the Directory 
for Disabled 
People and other guides. 
Write to her at Disability 
Now, 6 Market Road, London 
N7 9PW or e-mail: 
editor@disabilitynow. org.uk 


Cause for complaint 
have had a real runaround 
from my local authority. 

I live in an upstairs flat, and 
because the lift is regularly out 
of order I have severe problems 
getting out in my wheelchair. 
For the last two years, since I 
had an assessment, I have been 
told that they will rehouse me, 
but nothing has happened. 
They never return my phone 
calls and only occasionally 
reply to my letters. 

I want to make a strong 
complaint but do not know 
how to go about it. 


Jerry, Colchester 


If you don’t get what you need 
after you have had an 
assessment, the next step is to 
use the complaints procedure. 

Every local authority has 
such a procedure and must tell 
you how it works. You should 
contact social services and ask 
for a copy of it. Of course, the 
mere fact that you start the 
procedure may spur the 
authority to action. 

The complaints procedure 
consists of three parts. There is 


FIND OUT 
MORE NOW“ 


ase Free Brochure 
I'd like a Free Demo 


Tel: 01544 267674 


The NEW Mangar 


Ferryman 


A Compact Stylish Indoor/Outdoor 
Powered 
Wheelchair, 


Contact: Mangar International Ltd, 
Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2UF. 
Fax: 01544 260287 


email: sales@mangar.co.uk website: www.mangar.co.uk 


the informal stage, which is 
simply an opportunity for the 
local authority to attempt to 
solve the problem by / 
conciliation and negotiation. If 
you wish, you can skip this 
stage and go straight to the 
second step, the registered 
stage, where you make the 
complaint in writing. You 
should state in your letter that 
“this is a formal complaint 
which I want registered and 
investigated at stage two of the 
complaints procedure.” Stage 
three is the review, which 
consists of a hearing before 
three people, one of whom is 
independent. 

Get someone to help you. 
This could be a friend, relative, 
advocate or volunteer. 


Amputee anger 

t has taken me some time to 
I write to you about the letter 
from Alan of Surrey regarding 
his sexual interest in women 
amputees (DN, February). 

I am aware that there are 
people with “unusual 
preferences” but wonder why 


you felt obliged to give space 
and thus credence to Alan’s 
views in the newspaper. 

I would be interested to 
know what other disabled 
readers feel and how they deal 
with unwelcome sexual interest 
that focuses on certain 
disabilities. At present I feel 
angry and inarticulate and 
would welcome information 
and discussion. 

Ms A 
You are certainly not alone in 
struggling to understand Alan’s 
sexual interests. 

Nevertheless, these 
“interests” do exist and they do 
affect certain disabled women. 
Some women are distressed by 
them, but others accept this 
aspect of their relationship. I 
feel it is important to raise the 
issue from time to time so that 
amputees are made aware that 
there are men who have this 
predilection. 

I try to listen to what 
different people are saying, 
even though I do not always 
agree with every reader’s views. 
L usually take care not to 


A friend in need 


ome time ago, at the age of 43, I was diagnosed with a 
Gress neuro-muscular condition. This was a huge 
shock and I have found it painful to accept the physical 
limitation on my life. 
Since I have had to give up my job Ihave started voluntary 
work and hope that eventually I will find new opportunities in 
life. My partner and family have been very supportive, but I have 
lost several of my friends. I have been told that they are scared 
and unable to deal with disability. I have supported them 
through difficult times in their lives and thought our friendship 
was unbreakable. Do I try to “educate” them or just move on? 
Julie, Dartford 
Sadly, it may be true that these were fair-weather friends who 
enjoyed having fun with you but don’t want to face a life which 
seems to cut short that fun. They may lack the imagination to 


see that life changes can be enriching. 

You will make new friends and there’s no future in bemoaning 
the ones you lose. But if you would like to keep in touch with 
that original group, why not invite them all round and they will 
see that you are the same person as you were before. If they still 
can’t accept that, it might be time to forget them. 

Pm sure other readers will have good advice to give you based 


on their own experiences. 


express my personal opinions 
but encourage readers to 
express their own attitudes. As 
you and other readers have 
demonstrated, DN has an 
excellent readership which is 
very able to debate the issues 
that are raised. 

The disability world is riven 
by groups with strongly held 
and often opposing views. DN, 
as a newspaper for all disabled 
people, seeks to provide news 
and raise issues that cover this 
range of opinion. 

To answer your question 
about coping with unwelcome 
sexual interest, I think it is 
something we women have to 
learn to live with from an early 


KOLLER manufacture 
and sell a whole range 
of equipment to make 
life easier and safer 


for the wheelchair user, 


including: 


®@ Portable Ramps for 
easier access 


@ Wheelchair Headrests 
for comfort and added 
safety. 


© A comprehensive range 
of wheelchair/occupant 
restraints for accessible 
vehicles, tested to the 
latest safety standards. 


For more information and a FREE brochure 


Telephone: 01935 426695 - 


Fax 01935 433766 


Email: koller.engineering@virgin.net 
Trade enquiries welcome * Major credit cards accepted 
Koller Engineering Ltd. Unit 3, Edward Close, 
Houndstone Business Park, YEOVIL 


Somerset, BA22 8RU. 


age. It can be unpleasant, but 
most of us get good at being 
streetwise. Do any other 
readers have suggestions? 


Assessment advice 
hank you for your 
information about living 

independently (DN, January). 

How do I get a social worker tc 

carry out the assessment which 

you say I am entitled to? 
Al, Middlese: 

You get a social worker by 

contacting the social services ai 

your local authority, which will 
be in your phone book. 

If you are in doubt about the 
name of your local authority, 
go to your nearest library or 
consult any papers you may 
have had from them, about 
council tax for instance. 


Help at the 
ead of the 
plone 


DN’s telephone counsellor 
Lin Berwick 
can give 
disabled 
people and 
carers 
advice and 
support on 
personal 
and spiritual L 
problems. Disabled herself, 
Lin is a psycho-therapeutic 
counsellor and Methodist 
local preacher, and she has 
a postgraduate diploma in 
homeopathic medicine. If 
you have something you 
need to discuss in 
confidence, talk to her on 
Mondays 6pm-10pm and 
Thursdays Ipm-Spm, 

tel: 01787 882111. 


ILLUSTRATION BY CLARE CURTIS 
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| ¢ Publications 


RNID) The RNID has 

| published 
Inspirations, a guide for deaf 
and hard of hearing people on 
the devices and services 
available to them: textphones, 
'videophones, digital dictation 
machines, flashing doorbells, 
vibrating alarm clocks. There 
are also case studies and 
information on Access to Work 
and Disabled Student 
Allowances. Tel: 0808 808 0123, 
textphone: 0808 808 9000, e-mail: 
informationline@rnid.org.uk 


. wm, Mind has 
Mi d relaunched The 
TheMenalHearh crariy Mind Manual — 
legal rights and mental health, 
giving subscribers an overview 
‘of mental health issues affected 
by the law and informing on 
potential legal developments. 
‘Topics include discrimination, 
consent to treatment and care 
in the community. Tel: 020 8221 
19666, fax: 020 8534 6399, e-mail: 
publications@mind.org.uk 


Skill: National Bureau 
mea for Students with 
Bis Disabilities has 
published Into Law, giving 
advice and guidance for 
disabled people wating to start 
a career in Law. £2.50 for 
disabled students, £6.50 for 
professionals (inc p&p), from 
Sue Beckford, Skill, Chapter 
House, 18-20 Crucifix Lane, 
London SE1 3] W. 
e other titles include Into Art, 
Into Higher Education and Into 
Teaching. 


The National 


Association of 

r eocucacs People and 

~ Link Centre for 
setae People have 
published Working Without 
Hearing. For deafened workers 
and those working with them, 
it covers the experiences of nine 
people who became deaf whilst 
in employment, including their 
adjustament to deafness, 
overcoming communciation 
problems, finding new jobs or 
setting up their own businessess. 
It also looks at Access to Work. 
£3 (plus £1.95 p&p) from 
Forest Bookshop Warehouse, 8 
Crucible Court, Coleford, 
Gloucester GL16 8RF. 


Thy The Child Poverty 
Action Group (CPAG) 
MTF has published Paying 
for Care. Examining where 
people can get help with caring 
for adults (in the community, 
residential or nursing homes), 
it gives advice on where to go, 
which benefits to claim and 
how to claim them, and gives 
examples. £13.95 (plus £2.95 
p&p; cheques payable to 
CPAG) from CPAG, 94 White 
Lion Street, London N1 9PF. 


Help from an inspirational DA 


o you want a great 

day out where you can 
find disability information, 
sports and arts all rolled 
into one? Well visit 
DAD2001. 

The Disability 
Awareness Day (DAD — at 
the end of a Disability 
Awareness Week), 22 July, 
Warrington, will have over 
200 exhibition stands using 
the theme “Information — 
the key to Independence”, 
covering services, leisure, 
equipment, transport, 
technology and more. 

If you’re into sport why 
not try archery, pistol shooting, 
basketball or ten-pin bowling? 
There’s also football and 
cricket for disabled people, 
along with wheelchair tennis 


and gymnastics. 
Interested in the arts? The 


days (Tuesday to Friday) and 
will host the Independance , 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 

ACROSS: 1. Titanic 5. Thumb 8. Airplane 9. Skid 10. Reeve 

11. SOS 13. Rail 15. Frigate 18. Escort 20. Ramps 22. Astra 

23. Elbow 24. Jeeps 25. Scrap 

DOWN: 1. Trains 2. Tardis 3. Nelson 4. Concorde 6. Hostel 

7. Badges 10. Rickshaws 12. Oar 14. Scooter 15. Ford 16. Inmate 
17. Aisles 19. Tramp 21. Tube 


QUIZ ANSWERS 


1. Mars 2. To prove that papyrus boats could have Eroted the 
Atlantic Ocean 3. Its water content, when heated 4. St. Denis 
5. Hebrides Overture 6. William Claude Dukenfield 7. Aretha 
Franklin 8. Ernest Hemingway 9. Bangladesh 10. 1945 11. Italy 
12. Ramadan 13. Argentina 14. Kings of Siam used to give an 
elephant to people they disliked since the cost of keeping an 
elephant was more trouble than it was worth 15. Uruguay 

16. Genesis, Exodus and Leviticus 17. An instrument that 


measures magnetic forces, especially of the earth 18. Lou Ferrigno 


19. Dark green (banded) 20. 22 yards 


AFRAID OF FALLING? 


THE WIDEST CHOICE OF MULTI-PURPOSE AND SPECIALIST FOUR 
WHEELED WALKERS IN THE UK, INCLUDING WALKING AIDS 
SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR THE NEEDS OF INDIVIDUAL 
PATIENT REQUIREMENTS. 


For best advice and guidance when calling, please provide height, weight 


and the condition of the person requiring the walking aid. 


Nordic Care Services 
Becket Lodge, Harbledown Park, Canterbury, Kent CT2 8NR 
Tel:(+44) (0) 1227 479293 Fax: (+44) (0) 1227 477958 Email: info@walkeze.co.uk 


WWW.WALKEZE.CO.UK 


NORDIC 


CS 
SERVICES 


arts marquee will run for four 


NORDIC 


SERVICES 


Magpie and Reactivate dance 
groups, Creatability Visual Arts 
Group, music by the 
Wheelabilly Rockers and 
Wolfman Jack. 

If that’s not enough, there 
are also fairground rides, a 
bouncy castle, face painting, 
raffles, tombolas, the Walton 
Gardens and even “The Pulse” 
sponsored walk/push. 

Some parking is reserved for 
orange badge holders. A park 
and ride service will operate 
from Priestley College and a 
free bus service will run from 
the Warrington Bus Station. 
There will be a wheelchair loan 
service, trained enablers, BSL 
interpreters and a free 
programme in Braille. 


Walton Hall Gardens 
Sunday 22 July 
Warrington 


Full details from DAD2001, 
tel: 01925 240852, e-mail: 
wdis@cdf.u-net.com or visit: 
www.disabilityawarenessday.co.uk 


7 From TOTS... ose 


_TANDEM TRIKES [ff 
_SIDE-BY-SIDES | 
‘HAND PROPELS § 


cy ADULTS 7 


Visit us on “Stat BI 1 &B12 
Crowthorne Mobility Roadshow 
15-17 June 


WRK, Ashfield House 


School Road, St Johns Fen End 


Wisbech, Cambs PE14 7S} 


Tel: 01945 880014 Fax: 01945 880910 


_ before. A real outdoor bugg desig 


: pug and gras: fel 


More than just a Class 3 vehicle, 


the Tramper is built to last. 

High capacity sealed gel batteries and 
powerful electric motor monitored by 
sophisticated electronics. 


Light steering with no 'Kick 
Back’ or ‘Bump Steer’. 


Modular design with 
a wide range 
of accessories. 
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¢ For sale 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES FOR SALE 


1999 V Peugeot Expert Chairman, diesel, 12k miles 

1999 V Berlingo Chairman 1.8, air con, lowering, 30k miles 

1998 S Ford Courier, auto, pas, 10k miles 

1997 R Ford Courier, 1 owner, pas, 9k miles 

1997 P Seat Alhambra, petrol, 5 seats + wheelchair 

1996 N Ford Courier Poyntings, auto, pas, 1 owner, 5k miles 
1995 M Nissan Prairie Brotherwood, 1 owner, 70k miles 

1994 L Ford Escort Chairman, 1 owner, pas, lowering, 43k miles 
Nissan Vanette Cargo & Serena plus Renault Trafic models 

2000 X Renault Kangoo Chairman, 5-door, choice of 2 due in 


£13,500 
£10,995 
£9,995 
£8,750 
£11,995 
£8,250 
£10,995 
£6,495 
Choice of 8 


A selection of 35 WAVs from £2,750 fully serviced with warranty. Demo and delivery 
anywhere in UK mainland free. Part exchange and vehicles sought for purchase. 


CLARKE MOBILITY 01634 243596 
SNODLAND, KENT www.gfclarke.co.uk 


PRE-OWNED & DEMONSTRATOR WAV’S FOR SALE 


VW Caravelle 2.4, diesel, 1996 N, red. Lowering suspension for rear access, tip forward facing 
rear seats £12,250 
Renault Kangoo 1.9, diesel, 1998 S, white. Full lowered floor, WAV conversion (new) £8,995 
Citroen Berlingo 1.9, diesel, 1997 P, white. Full lowered floor, WAV conversion £7,295 
Nissan Vanette/Serena 2.3, diesel, 1997 P, Gowrings lowered floor, WAV conversion £8,995 
Ford Courier 1.8, diesel, 1997 R, 18k miles, white. New lowered floor, WAV conversion £10,495 
Renault Extra 1.9, diesel, 1995 M, white. Lowering suspension, lowered floor and raised roof £5,995 
VW Transporter SWB 1.9, turbo diesel, 1995 M, green. 4 pass’, driver and w/chair, WAV con’ £9,750 
Austin/Rover Montego 2.0, LXi, 1994 M, estate, auto, only 55k miles, very clean. Fitted with 
hand controls. £1,750 
Ford Courier 1.3, petrol, 1994 M, 37k miles, 2 seats in rear, lowered floor, Gowrings WAV £4,250 
Fiat Fiorino 1.3, petrol, 1993 L, 2 seats in rear, Universal Mobility WAV £2,895 


All the above vehicles come with our Comprehensive Used Vehicle Warranty 


95 Bonnygate, Cupar, Fife KY15 4LG 
Tel: (01334) 657722, fax: (01334) 657711, 
e-mail: sales@gleneaglesconversions.co.uk aGleneac ples 


website: www.gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 


CAN2DON 


We offer tailor-made holidays and coach tours to many 
destinations, all of which are wheelchair accessible. 


= BIT@A 


‘The British Incoming Tour Operators Asteciacien 


ARN 


Our new 2001 
Brochure out 
now!!! 


See us at the 
Mobility Roadshow 
stand F5 


Health & Beauty 
weeks in Finland 
from £325pp* 


Long stay 
holidays in 
Sardinia from 
£1,310* 


North American Coach Tours 


New York to Montreal 
Montreal to Toronto 
Toronto to New York 


7/11 Kensington High Street 
London W8 5NP 
Tel: 020 8907 2400 


Agents for ATOL protected tour operators & ticket providers 


Fax: 020 8909 1854 
E-mail: cbdtravel@aol.com 
Website: www.canbedone.co.uk 


*excl. flights 


_ Acosier home can 
_cost you nothing. 


oy \ 
The Warm Front Team can help to make your home 
warmer and healthier with a FREE Government grant. 
If you're 60 or over, disabled, or have children under 
16, and receive certain benefits you may be eligible. 
Call us FREE between 9am and 5pm, Monday to Friday. 


0800 316 601T 


team 


Two: 
fe 
el BICYCLE TRAILERS & JOGGERS &TANDEMS 


The special needs jogger converts quickly 
and easily into a bicycle trailer 
and carries up to 68kgs. 


31 Western Road. St. Annes, 
Lewes, Sussex BN7 1RL 
phone+fax: 


+44-01273-480479 
ee 


a. 
=x —— 


email: info @twoplustwo.uk.com 
www.twoplustwo.uk.com 


Accessible Vehicle 
Register 


We specialise in locating used 
vehicles to suit the specific needs 
| of our customers. If you are 
looking for an accessible vehicle 
or have one to dispose of, contact 
Adam Price.We also supply and 
install all forms of access equipment. 


01202 814112 


adam.price@lineone.net 


Gravesham Mobility 
“We care for your care” 
Stairlifts Fitted from £1,700. 
4-wheeled scooters from £1,295. 
Electric reclining chairs. 
Electric wheelchairs. 

All general accessories. 
Cosyfeet shoes. 

Contact: 

38-40 Perry Street 


Northfleet 
01474 564897 
Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 
All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0800 074 6834 


All major credit cards accepted 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 

Children with Special Needs 

We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


gue> Extra Strong Playpens. 
AN ero Extra Large Stairgates. 
we Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


DN linage fax: 020 7619 7331, 


SMART GENTLEMAN, MID 50s, healthy, 


solvent, traditional values, long time 


sincere lady for lasting relationship. 
Distance, age or disability not important. 
Box No. 102 


HOT MALE BLOOD. Like a lot of “CPs”, I 
have hot male blood. I am 31 with an 
active life. It’s time to share my fun with 
someone special; an outgoing, adventur- 
ous, hot “CP babe”, to heat up the sum- 
mer and on till the long winter nights. 
Drop me a line and maybe I will be the 
one to melt your heart. Box No. 103 


TRIS, 18, GOOD looking, friendly but 
lonely male student, walking problems, 
seeks friends, male and female: letters, 
e-mail, phone, chats, meeting up. Own 
car. West Sussex/Surrey. Box No. 104 


BLIND, JAPANESE LADY, recently married 
and settled in Wales, would like to make 
new, disabled lady friends, 30+, to 
exchange news/views. Please respond via 
audio cassette. Box No. 105 


ATTRACTIVE MALE, EARLY 40s, London 
based, artistic, sensitive, interests include 
music, theatre, walking etc. Seeks female, 
possibly blind or partially sighed for 
friendship/relationship. Box No. 106 


¢ Cars/vans 


DAIHATSU HI-JET 1998, R reg, driver plus 
2 and occupied wheelchair, has ramp, 
winch and secure straps. £3,750 ono. Tel: 
01873 852860. 


NISSAN VANETTE, DIESEL, 1998, R reg, 
Lewis Reed conversion, rear ramp, with 
electric winch, wheelchair clamps, four 
seats, fsh. 15,500 miles only, long MOT, 
metallic blue. £6,750 ovno. Tel: 01786 
812666. 


RENAULT KANGOO RN, 1.4, auto, 2000, 
W reg, 2,600 miles only. Lowered floor, 
rear ramp, electric winch, seats 4 plus 
wheelchair passenger. Metallic blue, 
central locking, immobiliser, 1 owner. 


£9,400 ono. Tel: 0131 539 3581. 


Thinking of buying one? Why? 


Do you have a need? Profiling beds do not solve medical ailments 
but can make life easier. With over 8 years of experience we will 
not just sell you a bed, we will listen to your reasons for wanting 

one and advise you. 


The Flexus 2 bed has been approved by the Muscular Dystrophy 
Group and is featured in their Adaptation Manual Suppliers to 
Private Individuals, NHS Trusts, major charities, social services, 


and nursing homes. 


Guldmann UK 
Tel: 01752 517106 
Fax: 01752 517 107 


Guldmann” 


tel: 020 7619 7320 


m’com: 020 7619 7332 


NISSAN PRAIRIE SLX, 2.0, J reg, blue, 56 
miles, Brotherwood rear ramp whee 
chair conversion. Electric front window 
infill seat, fsh, MOT until April 200: 
1 owner. £9,000. Tel: 01634 231756. 


CHRYSLER VOYAGER 3.3LE 
1998, R reg, 1 owner, 22k miles, 
automatic, top specification plus 
hydraulic wheelchair adaptation 
behind driver’s seat. Must view. 

£16,995. Tel: 020 8505 4622. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA ESTATE, auto, P re; 
Nov’ 1996, 1600cc, full MOT, 18,60 
miles, superb condition. Fitted with ne 
rear telescopic wheelchair hoist, hard] 
used. £5,500. Plus can sell electri 
“Independent” wheelchair with ker 
climber. Complete package £7,000. Te 
01483 276033 (Cranleigh, Surrey). 


ELAP SWIVEL PASSENGER seat, Toyot 
Corolla. Bought new Nov’ 2000. Co: 
£675, used 10 times. Offers invited. Te 
01744 884832 (Merseyside). 


CHAIRMAN KANGOO RXE 
1.4, X reg, Dec 2000, blue, power 
steering, central locking, 3 seats + 
wheelchair. Sadly only driven 700 
miles because mum died suddenly. 
3-year car and conversion warranties. 
Easy to drive and excellent visibility. 
Cost £11,900 new, will sell for 
£9,900 ono. Tel: 01494 763774 
(Amersham, Bucks). 


AUTOCHAIR CAR ROOF top storag 
system for wheelchairs. Good conditior 
buyer collects. £50. Tel: 01928 72422 
(Chester). 


CHAIRMAN VAUXHALL CORSA 
1994 model, 17k miles, 3 passenger seats 
vgc. £8,000 ono. Tel: 01481 822295: 


LANDROVER DISCOVERY, M REG, fsh, hig 
top, tail-lift, clamping system, lo\ 
mileage. £10,500. Tel: 0117 937 3528. 


NISSAN PRAIRIE 1.8 SGL, low mileage 
MOT, Brotherwood conversion. £2,60( 
Tel: 01603 621926. 


FORD COURIER, 1.3, L reg, blue, petro 
wheelchair plus 4 seats, rear ramp 
electric winch. Low mileage, MOT Noy 
2001. £4,900 ono. Tel: 01323 761335. 


RENAULT TRAFIC T1100 
high roof, 1996, P reg, 2 litre, petrol, 
day camper. 19k miles, fsh, Interbility 
200kg automatic lift. Tracking and 
clamps for two wheelchairs or removabl 
seats (1 included). 2-ring plus grill cooker 
sink with electric pump. Storage under 
couch, cooker, sink, above driver and in 
eye level boxes at the rear of the vehicle. 
Second battery for interior lights and 
accessory socket. Vgc. £5,800 ono. 
Tel: 01425 273684 (East Dorset) 
or 01202 404726 (day). 


FORD TRANSIT VAN 2.5, diesel, auto 
metallic blue, S reg, c28k miles. Driv 
from wheelchair. Electric windows, tie 
down, accelerator, brake and gears 
Remote control rear doors and lift 
Horizontal steering. Radio/cassette. Fsh 
good condition. £19,000 ono. Tel: 0150: 
683342, e-mail: bethanb@yahoo.com 


NISSAN VERSA, J REG. Seats 5 plus wheel 
chair. Ramps, clamps etc. 51k miles, vge 
£2,300 ono. Tel: 01342 326386. 


VW GOLF 1.8, auto, H reg, one-handec 
controls or conventional. Low mileage 
fsh, good condition, 5-door. £3,500 ono 
Tel: 0118 932 8843 (near Reading). 


1990 RENAULT EXTRA van, G reg, white 
Pointing conversion for wheelchair. 941 
miles, 9 months’ MOT, good condition 
£1,800 ono. Essex, tel: 01245 46750: 
(day), 01245 450202 (weekends/evenings). 


NISSAN PRAIRIE MK2, 2.0 LX, white 
J reg, Brotherwood conversion, rampec 
rear wheelchair access, two rear seat: 
and removable infill seat. Pas, MOT, vge 
73k miles. £7,800 ono. Tel: 01730 816889. 
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FORD COURIER VAN, 1.3, auto, 1995, 54k 
miles, long MOT, 3 seats plus wheelchair 
and ramp. £7,500 ono. Tel: 020 8656 6894. 


FORD COURIER 1.3, automatic, petrol. 
1995, M reg, 22k miles. Constables rear 
access conversion, winched chair entry, 
ramp, two rear seats, power steering, red, 
MOT until March 2002. £6,000. Tel: 
07710 797324 (Beckenham, Kent). 


° Wheelchairs/scooters 


/KARELMA QUATTRO SCOOTER, 4-wheel. 
As new, £1,500 ono. Tel: 020 8445 1310. 


(SHOPRIDER SNAPPY ELECTRIC power- 
chair with charger, indoor/outdoor, up 
to 25 mile range. Carries up to 18 stone. 
Excellent condition, only used 6 times. 
| £1,300 ono. Tel: 01622 746384 (Kent). 


| SUNRISE F16 ELECTRIC wheelchair, 1994, 
serviced, new battery. £350. Tel: 01460 
240116. 


/ INDEPENDENT ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR 
with kerb climber. Excellent condition, 
hardly used. £1,500. Tel: 01483 276033 
(Cranleigh, Surrey). 


NATIONAL MOBILITY 4-WHEEL 
power scooter, Leader 8, plus brand new 
full weather canopy. Puncture proof 
tyres, shopping basket, seat adjustable 
for height, reach and rotation. All extras. 
Cost £4,000, accept £1,995 ono. 

Tel: 01789 415753. 


| FOLDING ELECTRIC SCOOTER, lightweight, 

can easily fit in boot. Less than six 
imonths’ old. As new, cost £1,700. Will 
vaccept £950. Tel: 0161 795 0807. 


QUICKIE RX, RED, 16in, electric/manual 
wheelchair. F16 Powertec unit. Used 
‘intermittently for 3 years. Cost £3,600, 
“accept £1,200 ono. Tel: 01789 763447. 


° Household/family 


os 


NIAGARA ADJUSTAMATIC BED, perfect 
condition. £1,000. Tel: 01276 500981. 


OXFORD HYDRAULIC HOIST 125, portable, 
in good condition. £250 ono. Tel: 01494 
762891. 


WESSEX FULLSIZE WHEELCHAIR-carrying 
throughfloor lift. Carefully dismantled 
and ready to go. £2,500. Tel: 07767 
200100. 


ADJUSTAMATIC BED, ALL electric func- 
tions including head, leg and feet vibra- 
tion therapy. All operated through hand- 
held controller. Cost £2,500, quick sale 
£600. Tel: 07767 200100. 


CLOS-0-MAT AUTOMATIC washing and 
drying WC. Has additional personal 
douche spray and charcoal hygiene filter. 
Used by 1 fastidious lady owner only. 
Complete with wooden seat. £850. Tel: 
07767 200100. 


ELECTRICALLY POWERED HEALTHCARE 
bed, best German make. Dewert helps 
hiatus, hernia, arthritis, back pain etc. 
New in December. Hardly used, cost 
£890, accept £575 ono. Tel: 01789 764756. 


ELECTRIC RISER-RECLINER chair by AJ 
Way & Co, moss colour, standard size, 5 
months’ old. As new, cost £940, accept 
£600 ono. Tel: 01723 514870 or 01759 
304065. 


STANNAH STAIRLIFT SLE230, straight 12- 
step, right hand fitting. Little used, fsh. 
£425 ono. Tel: 01491 872615. 


INSIGNIS POWERED STANDING frame, in 
excellent con’. Very easy to use. Offers 
around £1,800. Tel: 0131 664 2172. 


¢ Combined adverts 


STORM RECLINING POWER wheelchair, 
cost £4,800, accept £2,000. Also, free 
with it, Milford electric car lift, cost 
£1,800. Tel: 01432 830340. 


PERSONAL ADS 


To place, or reply to a personal 
ad, please contact Patrick on 
the details above. 


PLACING LINAGE ADS — 


Small ads in DN reach over 65,000 people for just £6 a line. They must 
be paid for in advance. To advertise, please use a form from the April 
or May issues — there is no form in this issue. Send it with a cheque for 
the total to Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


¢ Contracts and tenders 


WORCESTER HOUSING SERVICES 


SERVICING AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACT FOR 
STAIRLIFTS AND VERTICAL LIFTS 


EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 


Worcester Housing Services is seeking 
expressions of interest from suitably 
qualified and experienced contractors 
who wish to be considered for a tender 
select list for a servicing and maintenance 
contract for stairlifts and vertical lifts installed within council 
owned dwellings located within the city boundary. 


kLG: eT Fe 
CITY OF 
WORCESTER 


Your City Your Council 


The contract comprises of the annual service of approximately 
90 stairlifts, 3 vertical lifts and 8 hoists of various manufacture. 


The contract will also include the breakdown repair and 
maintenance of the installations within a 24 hour time scale. 


It is anticipated that the contract will commence early 
December 2001 for a duration of three years. 


Interested organisations wishing to obtain further details 
should contact David Giddings by 15 June 2001. 


Property and Development Manager 
Worcester Housing Services 
Worcester City Council 

Farrier House 

Farrier Street 

Worcester WRI 3ES. 


Further information can be obtained from 01905 722576 


e Courses 


UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS 


Centre for Disability Studies 
Diploma/MA in Disability Studies 


This unique and hugely popular programme of 

study gives students the opportunity to work 

for either a Post Graduate Diploma in Disability 

Studies or the Degree of Master of Arts (MA) 

in Disability Studies. The scheme covers both the theoretical 
and practical issues relevant to disablement and the disability 
experience. It is designed for people working in, or planning a 
career in, the general area of disability related services. 


Candidates will normally have a first degree or equivalent 
professional qualification, but relevant experience will be taken 
into account where appropriate. This course is taught in an 
accessible location and the University welcomes disabled students. 
This Post Graduate Diploma/MA in Disability Studies programme 
is also available as an open distance learning package. 

For further details please contact Marie Ross or Debbie 
Westmoreland in the Department of Sociology and Social 
Policy at the University of Leeds, LS2 9JT. 

Tel/Minicom: 0113 233 4418 or 0113 233 4408. 


E-mail: m.b.ross@leeds.ac.uk 
E-mail: d.westmoreland@leeds.ac.uk 


Design for Print & the Internet 
A 1-year course, starting September 2001 


Venue: Willen House, Bath Street, London EC1 

Targeted at: people with disabilities, deaf and hearing-impaired. Full-time 
BSL communicator always available. 

Accredited: by the London Open College Network. 

Content: desktop publishing, digital imaging, website design, 
portfolio and on-line presentation: QuarkXPress, 
Photoshop, Illustrator, Dreamweaver, Flash, 
Macintosh & PC network. 

Concessions: fees available. Additional learning support provided. 


CITY & ISLINGTON COLLEGE 


ficcess: disabled access and facilities. 

Contact: For an application form and information contact Jilly Stone: 
tel: 020 7700 8621 fax: 020 7250 4026 

e-mail: jstone@candi.ac.uk website: www.candi.ac.uk 


¢ Recruitment (on pages 33 to 38) 


Ce VOIP PORD) 
BOR OO. U.Ggi 


ith a rich culture and 
W5 rertoae and a 

prosperous and 
thriving business community, 
Guildford is undoubtedly one 
of the country’s most attractive 


places to live and work in. 


Guildford Borough Council has 
a wide variety of jobs 
available on a regular basis, 
across a wide range of 
professions and services. We 
welcome applications from all 
sections of the community. 


We are committed to our i 

equal opportunities policy for both our employees and customers, 
and as part of that commitment we have recently been awarded the 
two-tick symbol. The Council employs an Equalities and Access 
Officer, to ensure that the workplace and services offered by the 
Council take into account individual needs. 


Please phone our Personnel section for job enquiries 
or more information, on 01483 444011 
or visit our website at www.guildfordborough.co.uk 


Great Ormond Street NHS 
Hospital for Children 


NHS Trust 


You may have heard of Great Ormond Street Hospital for its work in 
looking after children. But have you ever considered it as an employer? 


As well as employing nurses, healthcare assistants, radiographers and 
other staff who are involved in hands-on care, we also offer a wide 
range of opportunities for staff who want to pursue careers in 
laboratory work, administrative or secretarial functions, catering, 
finance and many other areas. 


And what can you expect from a job with Great Ormond Street? Well, 
we are based in the centre of London, close to Euston and Kings Cross 
Stations and within very easy reach of the shops and other attractions of 
the capital. We also offer interest free travel loans, a subsidised gym 
and other staff benefits, plus an excellent pension scheme. In addition, 
we provide excellent training and development opportunities. 


We achieved the Employment Service “Two Ticks” standard last year, 
and we take very seriously our commitment to employ a workforce that 
more accurately represents the wider community. All of which means 
that we positively encourage applications from disabled people. 


We would be delighted to discuss with you the opportunities at Great 

Ormond Street Hospital. So if you would like to find out more about 

specific roles in the Trust or just talk through what we can offer you, 

please don’t hesitate to contact Jayne Sharod, Personnel Officer, on 020 

7405 9200, ext. 5133 or write to her at the Personnel Department, 
154° Great Ormond Street Hospital, Great Ormond Street, London WC1N 
3JH or by email on sharoj@gosh.nhs.uk 


The Trust is committed to equality of opportunity in employment and 
encourages applications from all sections of the community. 


Applications from job sharers welcome 


Se 
h& 
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The child first and always 


e Public Notice 


STOP THE “KILL” BILL 


Last year the Scottish Parliament passed the Adults with 
Incapacity (Scotland) Bill without any of the amendments which 
would have protected adults with incapacity from having their death brought about or hastened. 

The Lord Chancellor has said he will introduce the English version, the Mental Incapacity Bill, when 
“Parliamentary time allows”. This could be soon after the General Election. 

If the Bill came into force, elderly people would be invited. to give Continuing Powers of Attorney to 
someone to make healthcare decisions for them if they were to become incapable, even if this was only 
temporary. These could include withdrawal of assisted feeding and hydration, so as to cause their death. 
Someone who would inherit their money might be empowered to decide it was “in their best interest” for 
them to die. 

The Bill also facilitates abortion and sterilisation of young incapacitated people who cannot give informed 
consent. 

Ask your parliamentary candidates if they will undertake to FIGHT THE MENTAL INCAPACITY B/LL 
Published by Alert — Information on Euthanasia, 27 Walpole Street, London SW3 40S, tel: 020 7730 2800. 


=e ALERT 


INFORMATION ON EUTHANASIA 


CASTLE is running a 3-day training course 
in facilitating communications for people 
with complex communication needs, to be 
presented by Dr Crossley, from Melbourne, 
Australia, on the 9-11 July, Islington, London. 
£350 for professionals and £150 for 
parents/carers. 


For further details and a registration form 
contact Castle, Scholefield Road, London 
N19 3ES, tel/fax: 020 7686 2405 
e-mail: marion@hyndman.demon.co.uk 


+ A one-day event is also being planned in 
Wigan, Lancs, on 5 July. Tel: 01942 205690. 


COURSES 


To advertise your vacancies or 


courses please contact Richard, 
tel: 020 7619 7336, or Patrick, 
tel: 020 7619 7320, or contact 
them both on fax: 020 7619 
7331, minicom: 020 7619 7332. 
They can go on the web as well! 


Teen eee eee ee _______.._._.............__.___ 
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¢ Recruitment (on pages 33 to 38) 


Environmental Services 
Access Officer 
Ref: EN310 


Grade 8 £23,259 - £26,091 \ 


Be part of an exciting new era 
Head of Internal Audit 


Running London’s public transport infrastructure is a complex 


business involving millions of journeys and transactions each day, 5 
‘ F : Plus essential car user allowance 


on a range of directly managed and contracted-out services, all : its 
; : & professional subscriptions 


supported by critical information systems. Maintaining world class 
Wokingham District Council is committed to 
identifying and removing any practices, procedures 
and physical barriers, which disadvantage 
disabled people. 


management standards and controls is vital to our effectiveness 
and our Head of Internal Audit has the challenge of ensuring that 


these are in place to manage our business risk. 


As the successful candidate you will be responsible 

for promoting and facilitating a convenient and 

accessible environment for disabled people in 

Wokingham District Council. Key duties include: 

¢ Completing a programme of access surveys of 
council properties regarding the DDA. 

¢ Implementing capital works for access 
improvements to council properties. 

e Interpreting, advising and implementing access 
legislation affecting Wokingham District Council. 

¢ Disseminating information as required to the 
public and bodies outside of Wokingham 
District Council. 

¢ Supporting the existing Wokingham area 
access group. 

e Researching and producing detailed reports, 
including policy setting, for senior officers 


“) and committee. 
You should be a well-motivated and organised 


Nan person with excellent interpersonal skills. It is 
i expected that you will have good knowledge of 
yp fee «=the DDA, Approved Document M and a 


thorough understanding of access issues. 

aida) For an informal discussion about this post 

please contact Neil Badley on 0118 974 6366. 
For job details and an application form please 
either call our answerphone on 0118 974 6081, 
access our "vacancies" page at 
www.wokingham.gov.uk or write to the Personnel 
Division, Wokingham District Council, 
Civic Offices, Shute End, Wokingham, Berkshire 
RG40 1WQ, quoting above reference. 
CVs in isolation cannot be accepted. 


Reporting to the Managing Director, Finance and Performance, 
you will develop and implement audit plans that protect our 
interests and form the basis for continuous improvement across 
all aspects of the business - including finance, operations, IT and 
security/fraud. There will be dedicated audit managers and 
teams to lead in each of these areas, along with a significant 


hands-on workload - undertaking investigations, analysis and 
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audits in critical business areas, such as major capex projects. 
Reporting audit results and driving high level remedial 
programmes will also be important elements of this role. 
The role will cover not only the current remit of Transport 
for London, but also the internal audit responsibility for 


London Underground which will transfer in the near future. 


You will be professionally qualified and have a thorough 
understanding of current audit techniques used in major 
businesses. You should also have a sound understanding of the 


regulatory and financing issués arising from operating within 


eg 
a local authority finance regime. Well-developed interpersonal 
skills are crucial. 22s 
If you would enjoy an influential role in the development and 
management of our rapidly evolving business (there will be 
excellent remuneration for the right candidate) please contact 
Rita Stares on 020 7941 4413 or email hrcorporate@tfl.gov.uk 
for an application pack quoting reference TfL107/D. 
Closing date for receipt of completed applications 11 June 2001. 


Transport for London values the diversity which exists in our city 
and aspires to this being reflected in our workforce. 


Closing date: 22nd June 2001. 
Interview date: 4th July 2001. 


www.wokingham.gov.uk 


DEADLINES 


July classified deadlines: 
Booking deadline:15 June 
Copy deadline: 19 June 


¢ Holidays : 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available 


Waltham Forest 
Council 
A choice of quality 


jobs providing quality 
services 


INA 


Waltham Forest 


OXFORDSHIRE PARENTS with DISABILITIES NETWORK 


Development Worker (full-time) on a salary scale £17,736 - £20,974 
Exciting project requires a development worker to empower disabled parents 
by giving specialised support through various activities. You will need gooc 
communication and IT skills, the ability to work with people at all levels, and be 
able to move the project forward. 


Administrator (part-time) on a salary scale £13,698 - £15,266 (pro rata) 


Waltham Forest Council serves a multi-racial community. To help 
us build a representative work force, we welcome applications 
from women, black and ethnic minorities, people with disabilities, 
lesbians and gay men. 


COMMUNITY SERVICES 


Building Consultancy Environmental Services 


ACCESS DESIGN OFFICER 


for rent. Reasonable rates. If you are looking for 

peace and quiet, warm weather, good food and 

wine, this is the place for you. Book now for 2001. 
Call or fax Ed Passant on 0208 885 4971 or 


Pay: PO 1 - PO 3 (spread grade) 


Ref: PR160 / DN 


You will need excellent administration, IT and interpersonal skills, be able to use 
your own initiative, and be a good all-rounder. You will support the development 
worker in all aspects of the project. 


e-mail: ed.passant@mail.com Applicants with disabilities will be favourably received. For further details of either 
post and an application form, please contact Angie Wickenden, 43a Wantage Road, 


Didcot, Oxon OX11 OBS or telephone OPDN on 01235 810949. 


Registered Charity No. 1084467 
Closing date for completed application forms is 22 June 2001. 


Positions financed by Community Fund 


We are seeking to appoint an Access Design Officer who will be 
responsible for access advice throughout the Council, for 
overseeing the DDA adaptations programme, for monitoring 
planning applications and for administering our access grants 
programme. There is a strong Access Alliance in the borough and 
the Officer will be expected to liaise closely with this organisation. 
You will have a minimum of three years experience in surveying or 
architecture, and will be capable of preparing drawings, 
specifications and costings for access improvements. Applicants 
who have direct personal experience of access barriers due to 
disability or other reasons are particularly encouraged to apply for 
this post. 

This post is available for Job Share. 

Job details are available on tape upon request. 

Closing date: 18th June 2001. 

Interviews will take place during the week of 26th June 2001. 
For an application form and further details apply to Personnel 
Unit, Municipal Offices, The Ridgeway, London E4 6PS. (Tel: 
020 8524 7882). Minicom no: 020 8524 4360. 


AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 


Cardiff and Vale Coalition of Disabled People 
Independent Living Scheme (ILS) 


Take a break at Jay’s Barn 
Jay's Barn has been specifically designed & rebuilt 
for disabled people. Beautifully situated in its own 
grounds/garden. Easy access to Alton Towers, Peak 
District, The Potteries, or enjoy a visit to one of the 
level routes in the locality. Book now for July onwards. 
£130-£200 per week. Also short-term lets. 1 double 
bedroom, single wheelchair users welcome. Payphone, 
no smoking, no pets (guide dogs accepted), linen 
included. 


Ring Christine Babb on 01889 507444. 
Jay's Barn, Bradley in the Moors, near Alton, 
Staffordshire Moorlands ST10 4DF. 


DISABLED| [he ILS provides information, support and training to disabled 
PEOPLE | people employing their own Personal Assistants (PAs). 


Disabled people with appropriate skills and experience are required for the 
following posts: 


ILS Advisor (two posts), £17,220-£20,364 to work one-to-one with PA Employers. 


Payroll & Support Officer, £10,719-£11,970, to run the ILS Payroll Service 
and provide administrative support to the Scheme. 


WYE Specialising in Holidays 
VALLEY for Disabled People 
Glorious valley & river views, 3 acre gardens, 
3 lounges & conservatory. T.V./Radio all 
rooms. Menu choices. Physio, hairdresser. 
MINIBUS OUTINGS TO TINTERN, SYMOND’S 
YAT ETC. - TAKES WHEELCHAIRS - CAN ALSO 
COLLECT/RETURN TO YOUR HOME. 
Activities, entertainment. Rates from £300/week. 
(01594) 530581 for brochure etc. 

The Priory Res. Home, nr Tintern NP25 4TP 


=a 
The Priory 
al 


BRYN MEIRION GUEST HOUSE 
Amlwch Road, Benllech, 
Anglesey, North Wales, LL74 8SR 
Tel: 01248 853118 


Norfolk, Nar Valley 
Holiday Cottages 


3 self-catering, all wheelchair accessible, 1 with 
wheel-in shower room, 2 with airbaths. Mostly 
en-suite. On working farm - peaceful location, 

central for beaches and tourist attractions. 
Indoor heated swimming pool. 
More details and prices, contact: 

Rosemary on 01760 338797. 


Interested? For an information pack, contact Cardiff and Vale Coalition of 
Disabled People, Cowbridge Court, 60 Cowbridge Road West, Ely, Cardiff CF5 5BS, 
tel: 029 2025 5611, fax: 029 2025 5621, e-mail: info@cvcdp.demon.co.uk 


Please state your preferred format. 
Closing date: 15 June 2001. 


Hotel adapted for wheelchair users. Ensuite 
rooms including two specialised rooms with 
electric ceiling hoists and electric beds. Book 
now to avoid disappointment. Dine at Dragons 
Nest for your evening meal. 


Continued on page 37 
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Classified 35 


Project Managers 


Business Analysts 


Brentwood, Essex 


Ford Motor Company is the world's second largest automotive organisation. 
It has a very clear strategy to become the world's leading consumer company 
for automotive products and services. 


Underpinning this strategy is a global IT organisation responsible for delivering 
high quality technology based solutions and infrastructure for a wide range of 
businesses and e-Business applications. 


Technical Architects 


£30-55,000 + Benefits 


Successful candidates will have a minimum of 2-3 years experience in one of 
the above skill areas, combined with exposure to blue-chip business 
systems development. 


You will be looking for an opportunity to develop your career in a global organi- 
sation with outstanding training and progression, where the only constraint will 
be your ability and desire for success. 


Interested candidates should forward their curriculum vitae including current 


The Process and Technology organisation forms a key part of the IT group 
and is responsible for acting as an internal consultancy to the business in 
order to drive process improvements and technology solutions. These roles 
will interface directly with the business areas of Ford, creating solutions 
via consultation, needs analysis, delivery planning and implementation 
across the full business systems life-cycle, for functions including supply 
chain, manufacturing, HR, finance, sales & marketing. 


www.michaelpage.co.uk 
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Australia « Brazil « France * Germany « Hong Kong ¢ Italy * Netherlands 


New Zealand ¢ Portugal « Singapore + Spain « Switzerland * UK « USA 


Social Service 
Leeds Centre for Integrated Living 


Armley Grange Drive, Armley, Leeds LS12 3QH 


DIRECT PAYMENT SUPPORT SERVICE ADVISER Ref.: D109 
Scale: SCP 23, £15,654 for 37 hours per week 


An Executive Committee of disabled people and Leeds City Council’s Social Services established the Leeds Centre 
for Integrated Living (LCIL) in January 1999. There is a commitment that LCIL will become a fully independent 
service controlled by disabled people. 

The Direct Payments Support Service (DPSS) is one of the LCIL services. Its role is to provide support, training, 
information and advice for people who use or could potentially use Direct Payments. 

A vacancy has arisen for a DPSS Adviser to join our highly motivated staff team in providing support and advice 
for disabled people throughout the city. 

Duties will include assistance in providing job descriptions, application forms and all other related paperwork. 
Providing advice on all aspects of employment, including recruitment and selection and managing a personal 
assistant. 

The successful candidate will need some knowledge and understanding of Direct Payments and the role of a DPSS, 
the ability to promote the principles of empowerment, choice and the social model of disability and the ability to 
establish and run effective administrative systems for Direct Payment users. 


LCIL provides services, developed and run by disabled people, for disabled people and is moving towards 
independent status. It is anticipated that, because of the duties and requirements of this post and LCIL services, the 


person appointed will be a disabled person. 
The Department is committed to training and developing its staff. 


Applications welcome from all, irrespective of gender, race, marital status, age disability or sexual orientation. 


Interviews are planned to take place on 3" and 4" July 2001 

Informal enquiries please contact : Pauline Ellis, Service Co-ordinator, on (voice) (0113) 214 3599 or minicom 
(0113) 214 3598, email: info@leedscil-org.uk, website: www.leedscil.org.uk 

For application forms and job outlines please ring our answerphone service (24 hours) on Leeds (0113) 2477965, 
Minicom (0113) 2478769 or apply in writing enclosing a large self addressed envelope to Director of Social 
Services, Selectapost 9, 110 Merrion Centre, Leeds LS2 8QB. 

Closing date: 14th June 2001. 


“WORKING TOWARDS EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY” 
The City Council has a No Smoking Policy 
FULL-TIME POST(S) SUITABLE FOR JOB SHARING 
For more information on jobs with Leeds City Council see www.leeds.gov.uk/vacancies 


remuneration and daytime contact details to Michael Page Technology, 

Savannah House, 11 Charles II Street, London SW1Y 4QZ, 

quoting reference number 870560 for Project Managers, 

quoting reference number 870536 for Business Analysts, 

quoting reference number 870568 for Technical Architects. 

Telephone 020 7831 2000, alternatively, 
- e-mail: city.technology@michaelpage.com 


Michael Page 


e Services 


Payday Services provides payroll services for voluntary and non-profit 

making organisations, home carers, charities (no VAT) and SMEs. 
We do everything necessa 

our employees correctly. SANs 


15% OFF ALL 
SERVICES 


~\, DOLPHIN 
INTERNET 
SERVICES 


Website design 
service for small 


Are you looking for: 
e Jargon free service 
e Competitive prices businesses and 
e Website design charitable 

e Website maintenance organisations 


Quality website design 


Phone us now on 
01344 481653 or 0780 117 1814 
For a FREE information pack 


‘Listening to your needs’ 


Autotrim Services Limited 


Autotrim specialise in the conversion of LCVs 
to minibuses and wheelchair. accessible 
vehicles. Building to customer's requirements, 
we have over 15 years experience of 
providing vehicles for the healthcare sector 
and our satisfied clients include a number 
of NHS Trusts, Nursing Homes and 
Care Group Operators. 


For more information please call 


01484 666333 


Payday Services Limited 


The Studio, Benefield Road, Brigstock NN14 3ES 
Tel? 01936373111 
Web: www.paydayservices.co.uk 


TECHNOLOGY: 


for you to pa 


Fax: 01536 373123 


~ WHEELCHAIR VAN 


¢ With helpful driver 

¢ Available for private hire 

¢ Evenings and Weekends 

¢ South London Area 
For details and bookings please phone 
07951 121158 leaving your name and 

tel number on the answerphone and 
| will get back to you. 


Sales and services to all makes of 
wheelchair taillifts and elevators, 
Loler 98 servicing, repairs all on site, 
mobile engineers, nationwide 
coverage, 24 hours breakdown 
service, main dealer for Ricon UK 
and Concorde elevators. 


Tel: 0161 281 3264 


WEBSITE 


Want your advert on DN’s 


website? Call Richard Gresham: 


Tel: 020 7619 7336 
Fax: 020 7619 7331 


Disabilitywow June 2001 
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kmc international 


search & selection 


Further information, 
including details on how to 
apply, can be obtained by 
contacting the Law Society's 
recruitment consultants, 
kme international search 
and selection at 
www.kmecinternational.co.uk 
or e-mail 
lawsocietyresponse@ 
kmcinternational.co.uk 

or by telephone on 

0870 990 9333 

or PO Box 2095, 
Maidenhead, Berkshire 

SL6 8DE. 

In all cases, please quote 
reference 245/135. 


Final applications must be 
submitted by noon on 
Friday 8 June. 


Appointment of Lay Members 
to the Law Society. 


The Law Society represents and regulates over 80,000 solicitors in 
England and Wales. As part of a major programme of reform 
currently underway, the Society wishes to involve lay members at 
every level of its governance. It therefore seeks to appoint lay 
members to its governing Council and to two new boards - a 
Standards Board and a Compliance Board. 


The Council 


The Council of the Law Society is the body which makes the 
professional rules governing solicitors and also decides on major 
policy issues affecting the solicitors’ profession. 


The Council will meet 6 times a year in London. However, members 
should expect to devote about 12 days a year to the work of the 
Council. 


Lay members appointed to the Council will be people of vision and 
achievement in the professions, business or the voluntary sector. The 
Society is anxious to ensure that the five members reflect the wide 
range of clients served by solicitors in England and Wales. 


Standards Board and the Compliance Board 


Both of these boards are new bodies. The Standards Board will 
oversee standards of entry to the profession and the setting of rules 
for solicitors. The Compliance Board will oversee all issues relating to 
the handling of complaints against solicitors. The intention is to 
appoint up to 3 members of the Standards Board and 4 members of 
the Compliance Board. The Boards will meet 6 times a year and will 
be based in the Midlands. However, members should expect to devote 
about 12 days a year to the work of the Boards. 


Those appointed should be able to show a track record of involvement 
in at least one of the following: professional regulation, ethics, legal 
education; consumer affairs and complaints handling. It is also intended, 
subject to appointment on merit, to improve the balance of membership 
in respect of gender, ethnicity and experience of disability. 


An honorarium of £3000 pa will be paid and travel and overnight 
expenses will be reimbursed. The appointment is for 4 years in the first 
instance and may be renewed. 


Drive a high quality public sector 


bus operation 
Managing Director 


Based in Hackney 


Se) 


East Thames Buses 


East Thames Buses is the wholly owned bus operating subsidiary of Transport for 
London and the only public sector bus operator in London. Currently employing 
180 people, we have an annual turnover of £9.5 million and currently serve 

6 major routes in East and South East London. Equally as significant, we are the 
means of Transport for London resolving operators’ financial failure, unremedied 
under-performance or unrealistically high tender bids. And, we are expected to 
set high performance standards for bus operations London-wide. 


Reporting to the MD of Surface Transport, you will be expected to develop 
and run a flexible, responsive, fast-moving operation that can meet these special 
challenges. There is a small, professional management team to lead across the 
full spectrum, including finance, operations, engineering, health & safety and 
human resources, as well as full responsibility for long term business strategy. 
Plus you will take a hands-on lead in devising/implementing operating plans 


and proposals for the routes East Thames Buses operates. 


You must demonstrate commitment and enthusiasm to promote the principle 


of equality in employment and service delivery. 


An excellent leader, negotiator and general manager, you will have management 
experience within the bus industry and an impressive record of service delivery 
improvement. A clear commitment to providing services for the entire 
community will also be important and ideally you will have set up new bus 
operations. Strong planning and problem-solving skills will also be vital, backed 


by an innovative, yet practical approach. 


In return we can offer you a competitive salary and attractive benefits. Please 
contact Rita Stares on 020 7941 4413 or email hrcorporate@tfl.gov.uk for 
an application pack, quoting reference TFL98D. Closing date for receipt of 
completed applications: 15 June 2001. 


Transport for London values the diversity which exists in our city and aspires to 


this being reflected in our workforce. 


Human Rights 
and equalities, we're 
committed, are you? 


Policy Support Officer — 
Mayor’s Advisory Cabinet 


£30,553 — Fixed term contract 


he GLA is the strategic authority for London 

headed by the Mayor, Ken Livingstone. The 

Mayor has a range of strategies which he will 
be introducing and to help him in that task, he has 
drawn together a number of advisers to form the 
cabinet. The cabinet includes three Members of the 
London Assembly who need researchers to assist in 
the development of the Mayor's strategies. 


You will be supporting the Cabinet Adviser - 
Assembly Member, Lord Tope — whose portfolio 
covers the broad area of Human Rights and 
equalities. 


You are likely to have a post graduate qualification 
in a related field and will have to demonstrate an 
up-to-the minute knowledge of the subject. This is 
a high profile position in the London arena where 
you can really test out your research and policy 
development skills. You will take the initiative in 
undertaking advanced research, collating data 
and presenting information to the Cabinet Adviser. 


You will also provide general support to the 
Adviser through liaison with a wide range of relevant 
bodies, organisations, government departments and 
agencies as well as with the GLA staff who lead on 
the strategies. 


The post will suit those who can turn projects around 
quickly, be pro-active in discovering relevant 
information and making contacts with specialists in 
the field. Some experience of working in a political 
environment would be useful. Applicants will need to 
be excellent communicators, as well as have extensive 
experience in the use of information and 
communications technology. 


Please quote job ref: MM 35/DN 
Closing date for return of applications: 8 June 2001. 
These appointments are fixed term until April 2004. 


For more details and a job application pack contact 
the GLA recruitment team on 020 7983 4143 

or 020 7983 4244, minicom 020 7983 4157, 

or e-mail glajobs@london.gov.uk or visit our 
website at www.london.gov.uk 


GREATERLONDONAUTHORITY 


The GLA aims to represent the diversity of London in its recruitment 


Employment and Training Adviser 


(supporting People with Disabilities) 
£14,500 - £16,750 


Innovative Southampton Employment Access Centre provides a free 
‘one-stop-shop’ service to those disadvantaged in the labour market. 


We work on a one-to-one basis and via community outreach to increase 
people’s employability, providing advice and guidance on all aspects of job 
search and development. 


We need a new Adviser to extend our support to disabled people. 


Essential requirements of this post include: extensive knowledge of recruitment 
practice, training and education opportunities; organisational skills; the 
ability to develop effective relationships. You will have: a sound understanding of 
job search issues and barriers to employment faced by disabled people; 
proven track record in achieving positive employment outcomes for them. 


Application closing date is 11 June; interview date is 18 June in Southampton. 
Applications from disabled people are particularly welcomed. 


For information and application form contact: 023 8023 7662 (BT Typetalk 
0800 959 598 for textphone users): info@safheadstart.demon.co.uk: 
Southampton and Forest Headstart Ltd, Wheatsheaf House, 24 Bernard 
Street, Southampton SO14 SAY. 


HEADSTART : 
Yr ve er 
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Disability Employment Adviser 


c £35,000 London 


BBC Recruitment... 


... provides a comprehensive source of advice and expertise to managers, staff 
and the public on jobs and employment opportunities across the BBC. 


Co-ordinate and facilitate... 


...the continued employment of disabled staff. Responsible for developing and 
managing the internal redeployment procedure for disabled staff, liaising with 
the appropriate internal and external agencies to ensure employment access 
needs are met. Provide source of expertise on disability recruitment issues 
and, working closely with Recruitment Communications, promote the BBC as 
an employer of choice within the disabled community. 


Disability Employment Adviser... 


..-experienced in working with large, complex, multi-disciplined organisations. 
In-depth knowledge of Disability Discrimination Act and extensive experience 
of working around disability employment issues. Drive and initiative to manage 
start-up operations. Skilled negotiator with proven track record of influencing 
change and the organisational ability to plan and co-ordinate complex projects. 
Excellent communication and interpersonal skills and empathy to manage 
highly sensitive personal issues. Knowledge of organisations which facilitate 
access for disabled people in employment. Background in Human Resources 
and/or recruitment as important as computer literacy. Personal experience of 
disability desirable. 


For further details and an application form, contact 

BBC Recruitment Services by June 19th (quote ref. 50226/DI 
and give your name and address) Tel: 020 8740 0005. 
Textphone: 020 8225 9878. Postcard: PO Box 7000, 

London W12 8GJ. E-mail: recserv@bbc.co.uk 

Online: www.bbc.co.uk/jobs/e50226.shtml Closes: June 22nd. 


ATTENTION 


DN cannot be held responsible for claims made in adverts it prints. 


KINGSTON ASSOCIATION OF 
DISABLED PEOPLE (KADP) 
Community Development Officer 


NJC S01, point 29 £20,460 
Full-time, 35 hours per week 


kad 


KADP is a well-established organisation of disabled people which will be 
launching as a Centre for Independent Living on 5th July. 


The Community Development Officer will ensure the views of local 
disabled people are fully represented, work with groups of disabled people 
currently under-represented at KADP and have responsibility for our 
regular newsletter. This will involve: 


* Facilitating consultative processes between local disabled people and 
service providers; 

* Outreach work through drop-ins and supporting local groups of disabled 
people; 

¢ Publishing our quarterly newsletter with the involvement of volunteers. 


The post-holder will need to have a good understanding of the philosophy 
of independent living along with a commitment to the social model of 
disability. Ideally you will have experience of user involvement and group 
development work. 


For further details and an application form (please state preferred format — 
large print, Braille, audio) telephone Robert on 020 8255 2444, fax 020 
8255 2441, email eddie_kadp@yahoo.com or write to: KADP, Siddeley House, 
50 Canbury Park Road, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT2 6LX. 


Closing date for applications: Friday 6"" July 2001 


KADP is an equal opportunities employer and particularly welcomes 
applications from disabled people. 


This post is offered initially on a one-year contract and is subject to 
continued funding. 


LINAGE ADVERTS 


Due to lack of space in this issue, there is no:linage form. To place a 
linage advert, please use the forms in the April or May issues. To place 
a personal advert (looking for penfriends etc), please read the 
instructions on page 33. 


Alternatively, please contact Patrick Durham-Matthews: 


Tel: 020 7619 7320 

Fax: 020 7619 7331 

Minicom: 020 7619 7332 

E-mail: patrick.durhammatthews@scope.org.uk 
Post: Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 


Employment Support 
for Disabled People 


The Employment Service can provide employment and job retention advice to disabled 
people who are facing additional employment barriers associated with their disability. 


Disability Employment Advisers (DEAs) can provide: 


employment assessment 
job seeking advice and support 


information on specialist employment programmes for disabled people 


advice on remaining in work 


For more information get in touch with your local Jobcentre 


LLANDEILO, WEST WALES 


3 single-storey cottages overlooked by Dinefwr Castle 
and close to The National Botanic Gardens of Wales 
& Aberglasney Gardens. Each wheelchair accessible 
cottage sleeps 4. Extensive grounds and games room. 
Open all year. Short breaks available. For brochure, 
tel: 01558 823 059 or e-mail: patmcl@btinternet.com 


8 miles Exeter. No smoking/pets. 
Ideal holiday base. Optional extra breakfast. 
Tel: 01363 772684, www.creedymanor.com 


Central Devon: 3 comfortable ground floor 
manor farmhouse apartments, wheelchair 
accessible. Picturesque, peaceful situation, 
on-site coarse fishing. Half mile Crediton, 


Employment % 
Service 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully 


Shaftesbury, Dorset. Award winning holiday cottages, ( 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 


cat 1, 2 and 3. Working family farm in beautiful countryside. 

“Best views in Dorset’, tremendous character, log fires, C.H 
old beams. Accessible swimming, some aids and support services 

available. Colour brochure. Mrs Sue Smart, Hartgrove Farm, 
Hartgrove, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 OJY, tel: 01747 811830, 
fax: 01747 811066, e-mail: cottages@hartgrovefarm.co.uk 
www.hartgrovefarm.co.uk 


Details C. Hodgson. 
Tel (01924) 499220. 


WinVisible 
(women with disabilities) 
seeks Advocacy & 
Casework Co-ordinator 
£23,207 pa full-time | 
Experience of disability issues 
and advocacy essential 
Equal opportunities employer 
Wheelchair accessible 


Closing date: 22 June 
Send A5d sae to: 
PO Box 287 London NW6 5QU 
Funded by Comic Relief 


access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 


Continued on page 38 


Handidate 


Introduction Agency 


For disabled and 
able-bodied people 


Established 1987 
Tel: 01473 226950 
Fax: 01473 254030 


E-mail: handidate@btinternet.com 
Website: www.handidate.com 


Freepost, Handidate, The Wellington Centre, 
52 Chevallier Street, Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2BR 
A member of ABIA 


Natural Friends 


The ideal way for single people to 
make friends with the opposite sex. 
From 25-65 — 100% non-smokers 


FREE BROCHURE 
0800 281 933 


info@natural-friends.co.uk 
www.natural-friends.com 


A Which? webtrader 


Founded 1985 


The Unattached and Disabled 
Register for the UK 


For further information anda_ | 
brochure call us free on 


0800 915 2933 


For Disabled and 
able-bodied People 


THE DATA PROTECTION REGISTRAR | 


NAISH HOLIDAY VILLAGE: Clifftop 


park with “excellent” status. New Milton, 
Hampshire. Excellent site facilities within 100 
yards, with indoor/outdoor pe als, restaurant, bar, 
take-away. Fully equipped, two bedroom, fully 
wheelchair accessible log cabin accommodation. 
Sleeps 6. Well furnished. Free club membership. 


GRANGE COURT HOLIDAY 
VILLAGE: Park with “good” status, 
} Goodrington Sands, Devon. Excellent site J 
facilities within short walk, with indoor 
outdoor pools, restaurant, bar, take-away. f 
Fully equipped, 2 bedroom, fully wheelchair J 
accessible mobile home. Sleeps 4-6, well f 
appointed. Free club membership. (Purchased 

with funds from the National Lottery). 


MILDENREATH HOLIDAY VILLAGE: 
Excellent seaside site with good facilities, 
just outside Looe in Cornwall. Restaurant, { 
clubhouse, indoor pool. Fully equipped and 
wheelchair accessible 2 bedroom chalet 
accommodation. Sleeps 6 — well furnished and 
comfortable. Free club membership. } 


Details: Mr P Cash, tel: (01425) 672055 § 
Bournemouth Spina Bifida Association. 
Registered Charity No. 261914. 


La Rocco SELF-CATERING APARTMENTS 
Offering panoramic views over St Ouens 
Bay. New apartments with disabled facilities, 
accommodating 2-8 persons. 

For free brochure: 
tel: 01534 743378, fax: 01534 746844, 
e-mail: larocco@localdial.com 
website: http://jerseyisland.com/stbrelade/larocco 


Millennium prices now available. 
“Hacienda-el-Miguel” the Costa 
Blanca. Disabled friendly holiday 
apartment for up to 6. Suitable for 
4 adults plus 2 children (max). 
Ring or write soon to avoid 
disappointment. Mick Benford, Holiben, 6 Chaston 
Place, Kettering, Northants, NN16 9TF, tel: (01536) 
523591, e-mail: benfordmichael@hotmail.com or 
mick@holiben.co.uk, website: www.holiben.co.uk 
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38 Classified an 


¢ Recruitment (on pages 33 to 38) 


rt 


We will all be if we don’t make the most of people’s potential. You'll be a manager and motivator who is fully aware of 
Young and old, male and female, gay and straight, black and white, enabled and disabled. the equality issues a leading Council faces and you'll have 
Ensuring they don’t lose out to inequality and exclusion. the networking, presentational and communication skills 


to work across the spectrum we're talking about. 
The whole community. 


Head Of Equalities & taclusion up to £39,996 Above all, you'll be a consummate strategist with the 
nile personal authority to work as a key advisor on equality to 
At Northamptonshire County Council, we want to turn losers into winners, improving the quality of life the Council's Cabinet and Corporate Management Teams. 
for everyone in the County. And that means focusing firmly on inclusion, working with the entire We intend to make inequality a thing of the past. 
spectrum of our community, from deprived to excluded people, and everyone in between. We're We need your leadership to help us win. 
determined to promote equal opportunities for all, and we're equally determined to make Equality and For an informal discussion please contact 
Social Inclusion a mainstream issue in everything we do. Jane Tasker on 01604 237057. 
Every service, every product, every new initiative. For further details and an information pack contact 
That’s why we need you. Sarah Waite on 01604 236866 
Working within a mixed rural and urban environment, you'll have a high profile role E-mail: swaite@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
in the development of equality and inclusion strategies. Closing date: 8th June 2001. 


We'll be looking to you to make the most of our resources, tackling key issues and developing policies 


such as how to meet the needs of hard to reach groups. Generally, prioritising projects to ensure <> Northamptonshi re 


we meet our objectives. If you’re going to help us stamp out discrimination, you'll need to have \ 5 


BY County Council 


worked for 5 or more years in a policy making environment, probably dealing with equal opportunities 


and have proved yourself in the development of high level service delivery standards. Working Towards Equality 

If you're looking for an employer that really part of that future will be local community 
values you as an individual, congratulations - development, boosted by the energy and 
you’ve found one. At Barking and Dagenham, __ resources of the Council. Enthusiastically 
we're positive about diversity, because we tackling best value, we’re building successful 

0O a e know our mixture of cultures, ages, levels of partnerships with the community, the private 
ability and gender actually strengthens our sector and colleague agencies in the public 
team. And by reflecting the makeup of our sector. There’s never been a more exciting 
community, we'll be better able to provide time to join us. 


Fenster and accessible services We’re regularly recruiting across the board. 
Cce sae To find out more about us and the roles we 


& 
We’re proud of our past, and see it as an have on offer, visit us at www.barking- 
outstanding foundation; but we think that dagenham.gov.uk Opportunities to join us 
modernising initiatives such as this can only are also advertised in local, national or trade 
help us to build an exciting future. A major press, as well as at local job centres. 


The London Borough of 


Barking @ Dagenham 


WORKING TOWARDS EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 


ALGARVE - PORTUGAL 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 


Devon/Cornwall border ODDICOMBE HALO nC ley 


CAREFREE HOLIDAYS 


: Provides an excellent holiday for the disabled 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users Lots of villas, farmhouses, p to Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible FRANCE — LOIRE VALLEY AREA person and their family. We have full disabled 
and their families. Rural setting with superb bungalows, hotels, B&B, car hire ¢@ "SIO. luxury bungalows overlooking lake and set Family run guesthouse: fully w/chair accessible facilities and are able to cater for organised 

with hand controls, adapted > ve within 38 acres of glorious countryside. Many : ; ; parties. All wheelchair accessible rooms open o 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves a0 8D : frei rae ensuite bedrooms, roll-in showers, hoist. Good ; ; 
and daily meal service. vans and plenty toseeanddo. U=. hey on-site facilities including indoor heated pool. h * f ce with rik to a private garden with conservatory and have 
Contact: David Player 4 AS Take-away meals delivered and equipment loan ome cooking, free wine with evening meal. breathtaking sea views. Private car park with 


Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 
St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


available. Tourist Board Highly Commended. 
For colour brochure please contact: 
Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 
Phone: 01409 211509. Fax 01409 211510. 


unloading at entrance to the hotel. Open all yea' 
Why not escape and relax at delightful 
Babbacombe, Torquay? Category 2. 
Special 3-4 day breaks Nov-April. Discount for 
group bookings. Tel: (01803) 313457. 


Minibus for transfers and excursions. Within 
easy reach of many tourist attractions. 
For brochure call 00 33 549 722 537 

E-mail: pbartlam@hotmail.com 


Tel: 00 351 289 393636 ~ALGr 
Fax: 00 351 289 397448 E-mail: dave@player.pt 


www.player.pt 
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Up for grabs 39 


tickets to ah 


f you want an exciting day 
ca for all the family, there’s 
iothing better this summer 
han the Royal International 
4ir Tattoo (RIAT), 28-29 July, 
<AF Cottesmore in Rutland. 

Celebrating 30 years of 
service at the base, there will be 
gver 350 aircraft on view, from 
he classic Spitfire to the next 
generation Eurofighter. And to 
ap it all, the world’s best Red 
Arrows will be performing for 
ithe huge crowds. 

A Salute to Women in 

Aviation, 
e> celebrating 90 


We have 15 pairs of tickets, 
worth £56 a pair (giving free 
| entry to accompanied 
children aged 15 and 
under), to give away. 
Just fill out the 
coupon right. 
Gates open at 7.30am, 
displays start at 10am. 


years since 


Hilda 


on the day £29. Children 15 
and under free. For 
information and 


SEEDS, 


713456, fax: 01285 713268 or 
visit www.airtattoo.com 


Training Corps, which now has 

a staggering 37,000 members. 
There’s even a free two-hour 

evening concert by the Royal Air 


a became Britain’s first 
oman pilot, will pay tribute 
to RAF women pilots, aircrew 
and ground staff from around 


the world. Force Bands. Just bring your 
The Tattoo will also picnic, relax and watch 40 hot 
Be rate 60 years of the Air air balloons launch skywards. 


a Freerider scooter worth up to £2,000* 
Enter our wordsearch competition! 
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LJ Charger 

L) Freerider 
L} Canopy 

L Mayfair 

LJ Delta 

LJ Kensington 
L) Suspension 
LJ Burgundy 


LJ Owners club 
LI Knightsbridge 
QO Corby 

L Disability Now 
LJ Rental plan 
LI Battery 

~U) Naidex 

| Motability 


OF SES ESR TD 


a -*Of your choice from the current range of scooters at date of competition. 


Advance adult tickets £23.95, 


bookings, tel: 01285 


The Royal International Air Tattoo 


gh flying party 


Tick your chosen competition circle(s) below and fill 
out your name, address, postcode and daytime phone 
number in the coupon(s). 


<> 


O Freerider: complete your details and send FOR FREE to Freerider 
UK Limited, Freepost MID16985, Corby, Northants NN17 4BR. 


Telephone No: 


O RIAT2001: complete your details and send FOR FREE to 
Disability Now, Freepost WD4323, London N7 9BR, or fax it on 020 
7619 7331, or e-mail the details to editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


Telephone No: 


* RIAT2001 and Freerider offers close: 25.6.2001 ¢ Entrants must be over 


18 © No proof of purchase required ¢ UK entrants only ¢ No cash 


TERMS & 
CONDITIONS ( ; a ee ane rs 
alternatives * Winners notified by post ¢ Editor’s decision is final 
* Special offers not open to DN, Royal Air Force or Freerider staff or associates 
e Winners may be announced in DN ¢ Winners must be available for publicity photography 
¢ This is a joint partnership with the Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund Enterprises and Freerider 
(UK) Ltd, RHS, and BBC, and we may use your name and address for further marketing purposes. 
Please tick the box if you do not wish your name and address to be included (] 


DN next month 


All the 
best news, 
views, jobs 
and offers. 
On sale 29 
June. 


QUANTUM'S 
= =COURTYARD 
 ~=GARDEN AT THE 
H =CHELSEA FLOWER 
SHOW LAST YEAR 
| © SALLY BROWN 


@ HOLIDAY TIME 


DN finds exciting things for you and your family to do. 


@ ELECTION 2001 


Where now and who with? 
disabled people. 


@ MOBILITY ROADSHOW 


Douglas Campbell reports on the biggest show for disabled drivers 
and their families. 


@ CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW 


Ideas to get you growing. Anne Davies reports. 


NEWSAGENT ORDER FORM 


DN talks to ministers, charities and 


(Please complete and take to your newsagent) 

, Please reserve me a regular copy of O \ 
| Disability Now until further notice 
1 Please deliver a copy of Disability Now O i 
ito my home address 
AN ETUNEE es eM oe. Re Bayes 
EACCICSS Meee ike te © 6c ee le Soe ne ene. i 
i 

[stron 
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POSLGOCG Hime eee neta nat ie eet ale 
4 1 
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iTo the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is ; 

1 published monthly by Scope, 6 Market Road, London 1 

IN7 9PW. I 

ial is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, White Hart 
Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. 
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i Tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541 


ee 
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litynow. org.uk 


isab 


www.d 


te: 


The campaigning newspaper that puts you in the picture 


sail oil 


Class Act 


oS «- 


oost for disability t 


Jobs p33-38 and on our webs 
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WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES Gili IG ENTE 


ALL OUR VEHICLES ARE SUPERBLY EQUIPPED, BACKED WITH AN EXCEPTIONAL BUILD QUALITY THAT WILL GIVE YOU PEACE OF MIND, | FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, FREE BROCHURE 


PACK OR TO ARRANGE A DEMONSTRATION 


WIDNES CAR CENTRE ARE PLEASED TO OR MIKE JONES (NEW VERSA ENQUIRIES), 


PHIL HAWKINS (USED VERSA SPECIALIST). 


ANNOUNCE FOR 2001 THE LAUNCH OF A 
ADDITION TO THEIR FAMILY RANGE OF VEHICLES. VERSA SALES 


THE AT MOOR LANE, WIDNES CHESHIRE WAS 7AL. 


website: www.wheelchair-access.co.uk 


CR OV TH OR INE EE e-mail: versa@wheelchair-access.co.uk 
carat lt MONDAY - FRIDAY 9.00AM - 5.30PM 


FAX: 0151 495 1382 


*This is a trademark of Motability: STAND No’s 12323 R149 
registered charity number 299745 
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(LVA)-LOW VOLUME 
TYPE APPROVED VW & MERCEDES ARE AVAILABLE AS AUTOMATICS., ALL PRICES ASSUME VAT AND ROAD FUND LICENSE ZERO RATING. 


RENAULT MASTER Py Betas SPEC MoD te BENZ VITO NISSAN VANETTE TOYOTA HIACE 
2.2 DCI 1.9 TURBO DIESEL (LWA) 2.1 DIESE *>. 3 DIESEL (LVA) 


£16,350 £14,495 £16, 645 £16, 795 £14,495 £14,595 


ON THE ROAD ON THE ROAD ON THE ROA N THE ROAD ON THE ROAD ON THE "ROAD 


